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THE COUNT ESSE 
OF | 


WARWICK. 


. eb DeareSifter, 
+ QURENSD Fxpect you oul 
QC ENS fomewhat wonder , 
RC that after baving 
a for above Eleven 


ge. 


” years men carefull, to keep this fol- 


“lowing Letter from the Publick 


View, and that too normithflanding 
the Sollicitetion (not to fay, Impor- 


I tunity ) of divers [llnftrious Per- 


i jos and even Your C ommands, to 


A : ‘Re 


aap @©3 Ww eas iene nas ee ee eee ee) ee ee 


celeaeitfrom its Confinement; I 


fhauld now at length give way to its 
_ Pafing abroad into the World-, 
and its making Y ou aPublick ana 


judging my felf obliged to give 
Youan Account of a Paper , for 
which You bave long been plea- 
fed, fo Highly, and fo Obugingy, 
to Concern Your felf ; 1 muft , to 
_remove Your Wonder , inform 
— Yous that Iam Reducd to this 
: Publication in mineown D&fence. 
For, whilft lwas far from Drea- 
ming of permitting this F piftle to 
-palfe out of my Clofet ; it bappen d, 


3 olemn | eAddreffe. W berefore’ 


- that a broken Copy of it did, byl 


| know not what Misfortune for me, 
falt into the hands of a Neceffitous 


, ed el te 


’ 


S Pere. 


§ 


| 
| 
| 
| 


7 "The Epiftle Dedicatory. | 


— Perfon,whowould needs perfwade 


 bimfelf, that, by Printing it, be 
might relieve fome of bis prefent 
— Wants; and thereupon proff.r'd to 
fell the Copy for a fum of Mony. 
But my good Fortune leatinzbim 
| toa Stationer , to whom my name 
was not unknown, he,very civilly, 
. Sent me forthwith notice of the — 
— Propofttion that was made bim ;. 
and after came bimfelf toacquaint 
~ me,that the Copy, about which be 
_ bad been treated with , being but 
_ One of two or Three that were then 
- abroad, fome or other of them 
~ would, quefticnleffe, foon find-the — 
way tothe Priffe. This unwel- 
come Accident did jutle left Trou. 
 bletban Surprixe me ; for,B:fides 
eS “ eafi2r2 © that 


Copy I bad by me was like to prove 


The EpiftleDedicatory. | 
‘that it impos d on me the neceffity | 
of a Publication I bad fo long de- | 
‘clin'ds and Befides that Iknew, } 

shat Compofures of a very differing > | 

| 
| 
| 

! 


Nature being Expetted from me , 
the appearin: of T bis , inflerd of 


Them, wouid make this Unwel- 
come to many, thoucb it bad fewer 

- Amperfettions than it bas : Befides 

—— thefe thrags I fay, my Sight was 
_ then, and is Gall, foimpatrd, by 

_ adiftemper in my Eyes; and the 


Hours I could difpofe of were 


fo pre-ingagd to Pbrlofopbicall 


LLemes ; that L could not promife 
any felf fo much, as to Kead it over 


before its going to the Printer. But 


confidering after all this , tbat the 


more 


————a, 


- Phe Bpittle Dedicatory, 
more Full, andleffe Faulty , than 
any of thofe that fome endeavourd 
40 obtrude upon the World, I 
thought it leffe Inconvenient tq 
venture mine oxen abroad , than to 
run the baxard of a Surreptitions 
Editionof¢ Difcourfe , that could 
foil bear the appearing with any 
other Blemifbes , than thofe it 
_ brought with it into the World 
| from my Pen. eAnd therefore, ba- 
ving put it into the bands. of Per- 
-_ Sons, whofe eminent Abilities, the — 

more K wowing part of the Nation 
bas lo:g and juftly admird, and 

beeg d their Impartiall Opinion 

_anaC afligations of it, giving them 

entire Liberty, to Alter and Exe 

cA punge 


‘The Epittle Dedicatory. 
punge whatever they diflikd; ) and 


finding , by bafitly turning over 


| ‘the Leave 5, that their G aftegations 


ry . . . 


were onely enough to lt me fee, 
that they bad. beedful'y read it 
ver 3 and were accompanyed witb 
E ncouragements, which care was 
taken, to keep me from looking upon 


as meer Complements I let it goto 
the Pri ffe, without fo much as ba 


ving once Perufd it, or beard it 
read over, fence the Stationer firft 
gave me ibe” eAdvertifem:nt I 


told Yon of: Which I made the 


te{s {cruple 10 do, becaufe aLritick, 


whofe Fudgment and Piety { 


much reverence , ferionfly endea- 


vour'd to perfwade me, that I 


| ought | 


| 


2. iis 


- The Fpiftle Dedicatory: 


ought notin Conjcience to dectine 


publifbing , woat be was pleafed to 
think proper to Kindle or Cheri(h 


the Flames of Divine Love, 
 n-the ~Breafts of .the Readers. 


eAnd my Hafte it felf did after- 


wards Promife me thefe advanta- 


. ges; That notwithstanding: my 


Books not comming forth fooner , 


. I fhould not Lofe the Excufe of 


—_— 


— Youth] bad, whenit was Writ- 


ten: nay,and T bat the Faulty paf- 


 fages which may be met with init, 
_ will perbaps be charged upon tkofe, — 


that fuffered them to paffe unter- 


vetted, whenthey bad fo abfolute 
.  & Power to Expunge or Reform _ 
| them. Thefe, and tkelike Mo- 


ives, — 


The Epiftle Dedicatory. 


tives, baving induc'd me to con- 


fentto the Publication of tbe fol- 
. lowing Letter , I needed not Deli- 


berate long, 1 owbom I fbould eAd- 


~ dreffe it. For, fince that Accom- 
plifbd Lindamor , whom it fo 


much Concern’d , bas . left the 
World, there is no Perfon 1n it, to 
whom this eAddreffe is anything 
near fo due, asunto You, Dear 


— Siffer, At was at that delictous: 


—— Leeze , where You are naw the 
— Miftrefs,that this Letter was wrt- 
yen, and it was of You that I 
borrow’ thofe bours I fpent in 


writing it. “Twas toY ou that [ 


fhow dit almoft Sheet by Sheet, be. 


| fore LT refolud.to fen d it away. 


Tis 


Fee) eed 


The Epiftle Dedicatory. 
"Tis Ton that can heft Exenfe the 
Imperfections of it, as knowing 

not onely. the more Obvious , but 
. the more Private eAvocations , 
andother Difadvantages ', among, 
which it was pend. -’ Tis You 
thatbave ever fince Sailicited me ° 
_ bodivulge it, and bave given me 
_ thegreatest Encouragements todo 
‘fo, not onely by tbofe Sollicitations, 
| whicbimply dT our own favoura- 
ble Opinion of it, but by procuring 
——-me(byC oncealing or Difgnifing my 
name) the unfufpetted Approbate~ 
on of divers competent Fudges. In 
aword, this Addreffe belongs up- 
onfomany Scores.toYou, thatl — 
could not make it any where elfe, 
without manifeltlW ronginz —4 ) 


— The Epiftle Dedicatory. _ 
Tknow , Dear Sifter , that it i 
Not Ufuall, to Dedicate Books 


 sofonear a Relation; and that it - 


Isufuallin Dedicatory Epiftles , 


both to Depreciate what one bas | 


Written, and to Extoll the Per 
fon that oneWrites to, efpecially, 


if it be one of Tour Sex and 
— Quality. But You know too, that 


I never Swore Allegiance to 


Cuftom , and therefore will not, E ~ 
Suppofe, Vi onder’ to fee meas , 
little Sollicitous to Conform to 


‘iton I bis occafion, as on Others. 


In an Age, when fo few Perfons 


~—— bave Merit enough, to keep that 


from being. Flattery , which 
" foould be but Praife, fam not at 


"all Ambitious , of cafting my felf 


upon 


7 


— a He puUuc LICGICALOLY’. 
utontbe unbappy Neceffty, of 
eitber t lattering , or appearing 
Rade; when by better. choofing 
~ the Objetts of my Addreffes, can, 
as Occiifion requires, give Prai- 
[es without Untruth, or forbear — 
them. without. Incivility. Nor 
_ dare | prefume, that a Lye Ceafes. 
gobo Baul , by being Put into 
A Dedicatory Epiftle ; as Anti- 
ently the Hurtfull Beafts forgot 
’, their Pernicious Nature , when 
-* brought into the Ark. Not to 
mentson, that Books of Devotion 
have generally the Strange and 
unbappy Fate ,. of being Leffe- 
Welcome to ‘them that Moft, 
than to them that Leffe* need . 
them. As ne the Pee courfe dpre- 


fen 


ane epiitic yeaicatory,. 
fent Ton, though my Opinion of 


st maybe gneff'd at, by the Pri- 
~ wacy to which I bave fo long Con- 


fin'dit + Ter becaule, asin Phy- 


feck, to bave a good Opinion of 


“the Medicine , and the’ Dottor ; 
- foin Books of Devotion, (which 


are a kind of Phyfick for the 


Mind_) to bave one, of the Com- 


‘pofure,or of the Writer, botbin- . 
clines’ us to look after - the 


— -Prefcriptions and Advantages 
their Operations. I fhall (ay no- 


thing to Difparage a Difecwfe , 


~ which is of a Nature,to aim more 


at the being Prathifed by the 


| — Readers ; thantbe being Pardo- 


ned, And fhall not at all repine to 
See it finde from tke Publick. 
|. wien audi as 


eX 


ve 
~~ —— Eh See — — ae Re _ ye AL a —— ee - a rt aS 


$e SOPNue sPEaIcatory. 
_ as Favourable a Reception, as - 
it bas bitherto-met with inClo-. 
fets.. And now, Dear Sifter, 
though [know You will not; yer, 
Idoubt,my other Readers will — 
expel, that this Letter fhould, 
— according to the F afbion- of otber 
- Epistles Dedicatory , be Conclu- 
— ded with Commendations of T on, 
and Complements to Tou. But, 
thongh t can Praife Yon, with 
— ont either Disbelieving my felf,, 
or fearing to be Disbelieved by 
any that knows Tou: ; Yet, be- 
fides that Our Relation , and 
Our Friend(bip:., would make - 
— fuch a Way of Writing misbe- — 


| Comming 


-  &he Splue Lie 


comming me on all Occaficrs. 3 


I know , Your Piety and Your 


Modefty would , peculiarly dif- 


“low it uponl bis where the Snb- 
ject l am to-Entertain Y ouwith, 


aot fuch a Nature, as would 


make a Flaunting Addreffe,but a. 
very Unfuitable Introduction to 


it. Ibe Nature of my T beme, as 


well as theStrickne{sof Y our Ver- 
tue, and Our Friend{bip, forbid- 
ding me bere to Celebrate Tou, 


otberwife than by letting the 
World fee , that I dare evenina 


Dedicatory eAddreffe, without 
fear of difpleafing Tou 5 for- 
bear toCelebrate You. eAna if 


_ The Epiftle Dedicatory. | 

it be demanded , Why then I re- 
frain not likewife, fromWriting 
Lou a Dedication? I fball an- 
fwer, That I am unwilling to 
lofe this Opportunity , of making 
OP ublick Acknowledgment, that . 
as I bave the Honour to be Your ~ 
Brother, and Your Friend; fol 
bave the Fuflice , to think it very 
much my Happineffe, to be fo: 
_Efpecially , fenceY on are pleafed 
to affure me, I bat my Relation — 
toT ou, bas rather been the Occa- 
fton, than the-Ground, of a 
_ -Friendfbip , that does ( whilft it 
-enjoynes me to Profeffe my felf , 
without. Complement ) Oblige , 


me 


7 ‘The Fpiftte Dedicatory. 
me tobe; with all the oie de 
that's Pople, : a 


M yt Dear Si Sifter : 


“Your inoft affe@ionate 


Brother ; and moft 
» faichfall: humble er- 


_varit > | 


ety 
‘ 4 
7” . 2 4 . 


~Rosest Bovis. | 


on Paw - : 
fe et o- 
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: Advertifements to theReader. 


4 


- (eAs they were written fome years 
fence, when fome Intelligent 


Perfons were to bave a fight of 7 
the following Difcourfe.) 


Sere C) prevent thofe Scruples which 
& HSS elle might arifc in the per- 
wise wlall of the enfuing Difcourfe, 

the Reader of ic is requefted 
see totake notice _ | 
I, That though Ignorance hath been of 


late fo much in’ Fafhion with too many. of 


our Young Nobility, that fome paffages of 


_.theenfuing Papers may feem unfit to have 
been written toa Young Gentlemanayet the » 
—-Perfon, they were addreft to , being both ' 
- 2 Traveller, a,Linguift anda Scholler, ie 
“ wasnot improper to difcourfe with him, | 
at the Rate of fuppofing him fo qualifi'd. . . 


II. That the enfuing Letter was nog 
oa ae | 22 + WIit- 


— Advertifements to the Reader. 
—- written fingle,being bur the Laft of Divers, 
wherein Love in generall was Confeffed , 
‘Juftified, 8 Celebrated; wherein the Recet- 
ved way of Making Love was Explicated, 
Defended,and Oppofed; wherein Conftancy 
and Inconftancy in’ Love were argued For 
and Againft; wberets Platonick Love was 
Explicated’, Celcbrated , and Derided 5 
wherein the Cure of Love was Propofed and 
Profecuted; wherein (to difpatch) the Con- 
‘troverted points concerning Love wereDif- 


courfed of in a way fuited to the feverall - 


Themes, and tothe Humors and Princi- 


_ ples of the fuppofed Writers. Butall the — 


| 


Former papers,( written in Complement — | 


to a fair Lady ) though very free from the 
guile of either Licentiou{nefle or Pro- 
phanenc fle, havebeen by the Author judg- 
ed coo little Serious,cither to appearAlone, 


or to Accompany the enfuing Difcourfe ,’ 


_ wherein he has exprefled hisOwn Opini- 
ons, as in the Former he but deduced thofe 
‘of Imaginary Perfons. . | 
III. That the following Paper was to 
have been Attended by Another, wherein 
the Properties and Duties of Seraphtck Love 
were to have been Explicated and infifted 


on,burthat the Author,before he had writ- 


ten that other,accidentally meeting with a 


i 


. French 


i 


aa i 


| Admertéferevntsto the ‘Re adler: | | 

| ‘French Book, wherein, thougl what he £° Amon. 
had already. Difcourfed of , were not_han- it", 
‘dled, he found much'of what he had De- Moulin, | 


———— FF 


figned to fet down, was Anticipated sand _ 
the mofk pertinent Confiderations his ine 
tended Themes: fuggefted:, were skillfully 


Dilplayed'already. - He fear’d it mightbe 


Injurious to his Reader,’ and himfelf ; ifhe - 
fhould -eithet turn a Tranfcriber- of ano- 
ther’s Notions, or decline the Bef thougttts 
belonging to-his Theme,that the Licffe good 


. ones might pafle without fifpition-for hts 


Re Real acl ..*. al 


Own. 


LV. That the enfuing Trifle havihg been 
written in Hafte, and by Snatches,amongft 
diftraGing-Avocations, and far from: Lite-. 


_ rary Accommodations, is freely Proftrated 


tothe Cenfure of :LearnedandImpartiall = 
_» Perufers, efpecially Divines: whoare, by: 
the Author, Requefted, to believe its Mr-. 


flaking Paflages, and Unwary Expreflions, 


(fit contain any fuch) to have been altoge- 


ther Unintentionall, and {uchas they fhalf 
find it never to be more than’One Labour , 


‘fo make him Difcern and Retra@tjhebeing — 


Refolved , by God's affiftance , to continue 
till Obfequious enough, to all: Clearer 


-Difcoveries of Truth, to béable'to fay; 
| Evrare Pofum, Heretitus effe Nolo. And ashe 
‘is on his part fo Refigned’; “and fo willing 


Adwertifements to the Reader. 

- tobe Reftifi'd; fo he expects this. Equity 
»from thofe , to whofe Judgments he ‘Sub- 
‘mits, That, confidering he intended not to 
write a Solemn and Regular Treatife , but 
a Private and Familiar Epiftle , chey: will 
paffe-by {uch Unaccurareneffes,as are, wont 
tobe Incident toCompofures of this late 
Nature, He prefum’d, he might fometimes 
make Bold with the Vulgar Laws of Ten- 
{es,treating of anErernity that admits them ~ 

not. Hehopes, thatthe freedom taken in 
‘fome of his Ex reffions, concerning Love ; 
and che wonted Objeéts of it, would be ex- 
cus’d , by its being Exacted by the D<figne 
hehad upon Lindamor , though he hadnoe | 
ras off which yet he has ) otherwife Accountéd 
al the foric. And as‘for thofe common Places, | 
forementi- which the Method of our Author’s Dil- | 
oned Let- courfe allow’d him not to Decline, he |. 
Lady T. 7, hopes, the Reader will Difcern, by his way. |: 
of Writing , that he loves toufe them, not | 
as Travellers, but as Hunters,ufe the High- 
waics: For the Traveller, when he once |’ 
gts intothe Road, makes it his bufineffe to 
eep in it; whereas the Hunter, if he meets 
one, lying in his way, is not fond of Staying 
in it , but Nimbly Croffes it, or Traverfes 
— fo much of it, as is requifite ro be Paft 

through, in the Purfuit of the Game. 


Ina De. 


a 


geeeaoeneengg 


, 


\ 
\ 


|  eAnotber eAdvertifement. | 
iGiven by a Friend of the Au- | 


| : 

' thor’s, tothe Philofophicall’ 
o READERS, ~ | 
| ; 


" WT appears by a Paffage in the EpiftleDedicato-. 
7 | ry, premis d to the following Treatife,that the 
_ Writer of it tgnores not, that drverfe Learned. 
: nen expect from bim-Compofures , of avery dif- - 
fering Natarefrom this, Andindeed , tt has 
. beenfreely told by Friends , That sf be. will not. 
ay: a : pias Tice t 
p Pagretts eh pe 1 Difoblige many Inge- 
. nious Ben, be mult alfo publi[h thofe Expertmen- 
tall Effay’s, and other Phyfrologicall writings 5. 
gf a UY | | 
at whic hb he 1§ known to have 5 lying b him, Where- 
, fore, taGratifie infome medfure their Curtofity, — 
; Who arefollicstous tokncw , what is ltke to be-. 
come of hw Philofopbicall Papers, 1 {hall ven- 
( ‘ ; ag 
, ture totrform them , T hat though our Author- 


: does not concetve kimfelf , to have made any En- 


 gagement to the Publick, to Druulge anything 
cg ane, 7 : 
; of this Natures yet, fuppofe, one of the chief 
things that makes kim (yet) confine thofe Compo- 
‘ures to bis Clofet,is , That, expecting fiartly 
_ «ee ee Home, 


Advertifements to the Reader, 


Hone, from forrain Travells , a near Relation of | 


his, to Whom moft of them are Written , as the 
Ex{uing Treatife 1s to Lindamor 3 he thinks, et 
would be Improper, by Publifbing of them, before 
Lis bepefull Kinfman’s Return, to let. Tromif- 
cuous Readers have anearlier fight of them, than 


——— 


the Perfouto whom they are Particularly written, | 


And asforfome of bis Effays , the Author has 
_ beencontent to Promife fome eminent Phtlofopbers, 
that have follicited the Publication of them, That 
when the Party they are Addreft to, bas Peras'd 
them, he will give way to their Difpofing of thofe 


Papers, as They {hall think fit, And though he | 


has promifed this, but as to fomé Few of bis Trea- 


tifes 5 yet thofe that know, bow great'a Lover he #s | 
of Expertmentall Philofopby , and Ingentous 


Men , will, Iprefume,fcarce doubt, but that, as 


far as the Laws of Difcretton will permit , be 


will, indue time, communtscate to them fuch 
other Things , as he hall think likely, etther to 
Promote Reall Learning , or to Advantage and 


Ht, 


be oY wae fa 


6, 3 
wee a fo, 
A\NGy A 


aarrr 


Gratifie Thofe , that are Serioufly addifted ta |; 


“To the Love of 


tip oa ‘ 


Beg con De ue 

aes A oe 

road § Der aa a _ 
AOS Am. very ; : much dee 
ieee lighted, to ‘Icarn both 
bythe voice of. Fame, 
a and the Information| 
ote “of much. more credi- 
me’ ble Relarors., hac 


" Herminne’s coud. ufage ‘has eured. you 
-of the Feaver, 7 {corching, eyes had 
: piven you: “An 


that when:once you 
nd your feif refervedtathew whac 


wonders her eyes were able to per- 
forme, you:{eafonably refolved to be- 
come an: Inftance of the: power, rather 
‘of Reafon, chan‘ot Love 3: and accor- 


-Gingly, did your felfe the right to fru- 
abt the: ‘vain. hopes, your Infulting 
—_— &B Miftrels: 


yo 


“me your recovety;is, That-I aim af- 
tured by perfoas;:fsém whom I dare | 


> Serappick Love, | 
Maftrifs cherifhed to manifeft in you, 


That ‘her -.charms were capable to 
make yourflame perfevere, when her 


_ change had made it aswell caufelcfie 


as hopeleffe.. 4 could with indeed for 
your fake, that you. owed your cure 


AMore-éntitely toyour Reafon,end leffe | 
‘to your Refentment3 That the Ex- 


traction:of -your: freedogye: may no 
wayes blemifh it. Bur fince um 


: a tg Sarfectionsarejayes too hea | 
—. venk 
‘earth, I cannot but conclude, that | 
‘your recovery even on thefe Tcarms | 
-deferves:,: I fhould Congratulate it? 

' (For, the French fay truly, that Les plus 
 conrtes. Foltes font.les meslleaves. And hi- | 
‘berty being too high ‘42 Blefling to be 
‘diveftibie of: that nature by. Gircum- - 
-ftances ;.1(chat feldortie deplore him, 

_: who by. lofing his: :MifirefS. racovers 
‘Himfelfe).: chink that Wermioge has 
‘but intentionally, not eventually difo- 
-bliged you; and hath made your 
‘flames a.betser ‘return, by _reftoring 
-you-your own. Feart, than fhe could 


, to falftomany méns fhare on | 


have done: by exchanging: hers for ir. 
But that: which not leaf endeares to 


: Credit | 


*@ 
Lye ey ee TL, 
phn qe el 
ass SLY sii! 


— @n to.my Vv 


'{ucceed; t 
_ ta,leave rhe means, I shought leaft 
_ :-amprobable ; uneflayed : beiag invited 

40.EXcite you to neg hopes, thanI — 

_ durft allow my fel I 

- ample of Generalls, who, whatfoever- 

. diftruffull thoughts: they, harbour. in . 

Cae : é | 


Serappick: Love. 


. . Kredit even fo welcome News » thac 


my endeavours prov’d fo happy astro — 
brcouiice aie ‘and that the Con-: 
fiderations I ventured to prefent you, 
did at leaft.fo farre contribute to your. 
Freedome , as togive you the. defire , 
and the defign of regaining it. For I 
hope, I need nor tell you ,. that I f{el-. 


- dome ufe endeavours , whofe prof- 


peron{nefie is more nyere- welcome to 
me, thanthofe, that alpire to ferve 
Lindamor, And though I cannot ever 
pay you any gteat Services in relati- © 
. iftly grearer defires, yer I 
can {carce'de., you Hirtle ones in Re- 
dation to the. delight -refulting from 


> the haying. done you any. Nor has 
-the Joy which this fucceffe of my dif- 


courfes brings me, been. —- yen- 
creafed by my having ventured them 
with much more defire, ‘then expe- 
ation of their profpering ; .and leffe 
.out of any {trong hope = would 
fen out.of an unwillingneffe 


f for yon shy the Ex. | 


their 


4 


Seraphick Lowe. 
their breafts, fuppofe, ‘that before the 
‘Bartell, tomake their Souldiers fight 
ducceffefully > ‘tis-as well: conducive 
-dskequifite, by encouraging Orations , 
-to’ make them think they-thall do fo < 
: For, ‘although endevoured: indeed to 
-perf{wade you; that Reafon being born 


.-Soveraign ofth¢ Paffions though her 


-Leritie or {upinencfs doe fometimes 
“both occafion and permit their Ofur- 
“pations She is feldom' fo ‘divefted ‘of 
cher native ‘power ; but that when- 

foever the pleafeth to iinploy what flie 


—dhath - tefe;': fhe is able-ro.refume, whar 
fhe hach left... And though I was wil- 


‘ling you -fhotld belicve that to pers 
fe&avhat your Refentment had begun, 
-was'‘a@ taske fo éafic, ‘chat the Victory 
was as.much in-your powér ; as the 
‘Refolution of atcempting‘ic? Yet. nor- 


-withftanding all this, I fay; I was once | 


‘ half perfwaded, that to undertake the 
‘Curing of a Lover was'the next weak- 
nefle tothe being one. “Andis L:wda- 


‘mov 5 to deal ingcnuoufly with you , 
 your:Recovery hath-circumftances in. 


-it, that make nic very ‘apprehentive, 
that you are not yer dat‘ot the danger 
of a Relapfe, and that you have not 


_haltfo-abfolutcly abandon’d. your-for- 
a ” = ae mer ; 
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| mer ‘amerous conftitatéon of mind,.. as. 
- the former Idol of it. I know, that 


from a perfon, who, for.oneé that. hath: 


~ Hever yet been hurt by Cupid, is accu-. , 


fed of ufing him: fleightingly and f{e- 
verely enough, you will expe&. En- 
deavours. to: preferve you from Re- 
lapfes by fuch diffwafions from Love,. 
as its Vosaries. will, fcarce vouchfafe 

fo milda Title to, as that of Inve-. 
Gives againft ic, And! fhallingenu- 
oufly. ackpowledge., Léndamor, thatI. 
have been: fometimes no very unrea-. 


dy Satyriftonthat Themes andwitha 
_ pen,rellifhing of the Liberty I cherie 
fhed in myheart, endeavoured to dif. 


abufe thofe Servile fouls, that being 


born to.Reafon, fo far degraded-them- 
~ felves as to boaft folely onexcefle of. 
~ Paffton 3. and had fuch low .and nar-~ 
_row thoughts of felicity, and mifery, ~ 


as to.expeét either, from.a Womans: 
ufage: All which I choughtI might the: 


_. freelier do , becaufe having. never. 


known the infelicities of Love, bitin. | 


(the fufferings of others, I might pro-. 


bably {uppofe , thar my Declanaations. 
againtt it 3 would. affe forthe. pro- 


ductions of my Reafon, not.my Re-. 
-venge..-But, Zsndamor , though the, 
an.) UBB | 


- €Xtra- 


extravagancies of fome mens folly , 
have been fometimes too great, to 
Jet me avoid laughing fomewhat Saty- 


rically atic; yec lam really roo little 
pales unleffe exceffive or | 


an enemy to 
mif-plac’d by indiftin& and disfigu- 


‘ring Confiderations , to reprefent ‘to 
the nobleft Paffion of the Mind, as — 
— its moft hideous and formidable dif- 


eafe. : ' 

To love even with fome paffionate- 
neffe the Perfon you would Marry, is 
not onely allowable but expedient, 


being almoft neceffary to the duty of 


fixing your affection, where you have 
once engaged your faiths For, it hath 
been obferv’d , that Love doth feldonte 


{uffer it felf to be confin'd by other — 


matches, then thofe of its owne ma- 
king. And few, but they 5 that are 


fo wife 'as-they fee caufe to be in 


Love before hand- with thofe 


Marry; _ {fo honeft as afterwards 


tobe in Love with none elfe. Since 
therefore, the Marriage of a wife man 
fuppofes at leaft as high a degree of 


_ Eove, ashe is capable ro cherifh with-- 


out forfeiting that Title ; I can fcarce, 


_ difallow the being moderately imLove 
without beinginjurious to Marriage , 


~ which 


Serapouk Love. — 


- which is a Relation, which though 1 _ 


can wath much leffe Reluctancy per- 


- thicothers, then Contra&t my ‘felf; yet 


dare I not abfelutely condemne a con- 
dition of Life, as expedient ta no 
man, without .which , even. Paradife 
and Innocence .were not fufficient to 
compleat the happineffe. of che firft 


. / Man. Thus you fee, Lindamor ,.that } 


do not promifcuouily quarrell. with all 
forts of Love ,: bur indeavour. onely 
to poffeffe you with this Truth , That 


-asantiently, among the Jewes, there 


were odoriferous Unguents , which 
it was. neither nnuofuall nor unlawful] 
fo anoint themfelves with, orbeftow 
upen their friends: Bue there was a 
certain peculiar Compofition too, of 
@ pretious Ointment 5 'which.God ha- 


ving referv’d to be imployed in his 
owne Services with that, the Perfu-Exod. 30. 
ming of their friends -was Criminall3': 3*. 


and . Sacrilegious : So there are re- 
gulared’ degrees of Love , which 
‘as not forbidden to harbour :for ‘a 
frietid, a Miftris, or a Wife:. but there 


istoo, a certain peculiar Strain, or, if I 
may focallit, Heroick Temperament . 
of Love, which where ever it is found, 
makes it belong ,.as unalienably, as _ 
co 4 B 4 :00clc juftly » 


 Seraphick Epove. 

_juftly, untoGOD. A: virtuous. Wife 
may love both her Husband .and her 
ownc Relations, and yet-be truly {aid 
to love hini. with her’ whole ‘heart 
becaufe there is a certain‘unrivall’d 
degree. of. fondneffe , and a:ipeculiar 
forte of Love, which--conftitures true 
Conjugall affeGion, which fhe con- 


finestohim, and referves entirely for 
him.,. and would thinkit Criminall to 


harbour for any other. Perfon. Soa 
Religious . foul may’ obey the Com- 
mand, of Loving God entirely, thougts 
fhe allow her affections other obje&s ; 
provided, they be kepr ina due fubor- 
dination to, and kept from entring 
into Competition with that Love, 
which ought to be appropriated to 
him: and which refules chiefly from, 
an either altogether, or almoft. unin- 


-.. ereafeable Elevation, and vaftacfle of 
- .: - affeGion;-fram.an entire refignement 


_ to, andamabfolute dependance on the 

— Lov’d Party; froma reftleffe difquiet 
upon the ‘aft. fenfe or:doubt of her 
difpleafure ; from a greater “(Con- 


cermin her interefts , than ones.owne; 


from. .an-expcctation of noIcife 5. then 
felicity oc wretchednefle from her 
fricndihip of indignation yar. at- leaft 
. Pal a 
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we 


greater happinefle, then her favoy 


conf{picuous ja its:it cannot , but b 


beng‘ confecratad fo. God, avdid, be-: 2 #1 + 
. Coming injurtousbothto Him and to it: 
-felfe... The ‘very. Nobleneffe::of it,: : 
entitles him ‘toit-: as in fomhe King-. 


domes, (and particularly: here in. Engai 
lend) though Veias of coorfer Metalls 


_ may belong to-the owner of ‘the Soile . 


they grow in, yetall the Mines of the: | 


By refleting upon this peculiar Noti-. 
on of Love, you:may bepleafed, Lén- 


“damor y to interpret fuch indefinice ex- 


_ preflions, as you may meet with in:the | 


. Tere perfe&t Metalls, (as Gold and © 

Silver) are by the Law made.Mines — 

’ Royall, and: belong to the King, to. 
whom theis: value appropriates them, 


ao 
“ 


ae 
or. deferve. the: name.’ of: happineffe: ee 
without it. :For, whére-ever a paffion © 
has thefe properties or -atiy of them. “,"°°" 


tome 
’ 


8 
a per{wadednefs.that Nothing .can bé a 


Pepe 
° ‘ 
- 


a 
oe 
7 j 

erie ‘ 
Sr © crore 


. “ff 
rae ares 


-tollowing difcourfe. Andthis Love,I 


have. taken the freedome to ftyle Sera- 


phick Love, borrowing the name from. 


( if the Romith Divines be good Mar-- 
fhalls of the ,Heavenly. Hof thofe 
nobler Spirits of the Czleftiall Hie- 


tatchie, whofe Name in ‘the Lan- 


guage to which it, belongs ».exprefies 
co ee ). them | 


The Nime Seaption, in Hebrew, them to be of & 


co burn or fiame: Whence, © 


ipa the Root Sgraph,which 


eures, that our Tranflacors Englith, 7 ployment 3: menti—_ 


Fiery -Serpents, are ftyled in the = oned in the * E- 


riginall, Hamechefiu Bef 


ba 6; phet’s Myfterious Vition, fufficiently. 
By Se 


Poynts at the divine Obje& , to whic 
a flames, that warm them, afpire 
and tend. And me-thinks , Zinda- 
mor, that you (hould find it no faint In- 
‘Vitation co embrace Seraphick Love 5. 
that you. may have the advantage by: 
making your felfe a Rivall co thefe 


*. ged ina Service, where youare fure 
of fuch Iluftrioys.concurrents. At 
leaftif you be of the mind of that gene- 
rous Youth (to whofe fucceflefull Va-: 
Jour the Conquet’d world was both 
Theater and Trophie ) who refus’d to. 


-Yunne at the Olympick Games, be- . 
cafe there were no Monarchs to. 


Tunne with him. But I fear, Linds- 


mor, 1 have a little digreffed: fince I: _ 


might have told you in fewer words ,. 
that it is not my defign in this paper 
te declame againft Love.in generall:,. 
or make a folemne.Harangue of the. 

3 fickleneffe 


flaming Nature |; ! 
.21, 6. thofe pernicious Creae and. whofe im--_ 


icall Pro- | 


a Spitits , to make them your’ — 
riends, and the honour to be inga- . 


| 


| 


‘ificklemeffe of women : and that there- 


fore, as when young Gallants, (fuch — 


as you 5 Lindamor) are fubje& to caft 
away their Love upon unfitting Ob- 
E je&s , their difcreetet friends, fenfible 
+ of the-truth of the Italian Comick’s 


h obfervation,thae ©. 

ch > us ee: : | : Be. ; : 
ft | Oneida contra mye 

+ ~ -  — Etvoppo fralefchermo. | 
r | Aas geovusnettocuore.) 
In youthfall bearts bare Vertae's” 
fe _ Wont to prove | | 


143: 


But a weak fbield againg the darts 
flue 


~ Without taking” any more than ne- 


» ceffary notice of their former fond and 


. firagling Paffion , reclaim them by 


either matching them, or at leaft (in 
order thereunto’) engageing their ad-’ 
dreffes to perfons , whofe Beauty or 
Prerogatives may both legitimate and. 


_ confine their affe&tions! Sot thall now: 
endeavour to prevent the future gad- | 


yours to have been3by preferring.and 
Fag ee - 1 Detze engageing 


dings of your Love to objects, that. 


cannot deferve fo tranfcendent and. 


difintereft aone, as I have obferved 


om 


12. 


\ 


en 
pa 


et wee 


a 


Begcing jt to the truc, Objekt that 
ion was born to, the nobleft.ic-can 


| 
| 
: 
| 


’ - - 
. 
pene wi apenas 


pee pg oY ~~ @* ° gt \\ 
 Serapbick Lowe. 'F3 
™ Sayingef an Eminent Father, ‘Nemo’ °°“ 
. ‘altguem anas', quem non vault qe melio- . 
3. vent ) toendcavbur tocxale: your: paffi- 

“on by directing andferling ic ,/ipom an 

7 Objeay -the due -Contentplatton~ of 

ti whofe Lovelineffe ‘may. Cure as -per- 
 fedtly- all hurts: received... from:: any 

! Mortal! Beauty, -as antiently: the-fighe 

of che :Myferious Serpent on'the ‘Pole . 

a did cure che hurts 3 che fieey-Sexpenrs Numb, «. 
i ‘pave. Por; fince!to! gaze-ftedfaitly:on *"” $3?" 
© an-otitward: beauty” wherealsybur 

li Jooking: will “buridifcover: che fame 

t face,tis found ‘fo. effetualk q\kindle == 
or to blow thefireof Lave { which the *'~ 
! -Greeks prettiy:enough:exprofle by = 
% their : & TS opge yitene 7d.26%):.). how _ 

i mueh? muita dee contemplation ena- 

! mouf us of chat:divine, and, shengh: - 

t refulgent, yet ever more and“more 

M difeoverable obje& 3: where attention ° - 
é and. wonder, filkotutmally.exciteand. — 
1 .cherith each other 2: Whence the-zea- 

! Joufet: and perfe&eft.Loversof:God, 
}. -@re the glorious Angells, of: whom our — 

Y “Saviour. fays 5 that'in: Heaven: They Mauhsg 
+ alwases bebold tha face of bis‘ Rathersbich 20. 
' 4$28:Heaven. And thofe blefled Saints, 

' whole imployment. and . whofe ‘hap- 

t .pineffe is,m-the Revelation, aires - 

ae 4 | Cs 


Rev.tes-be, To follow the Lamb whitherfoever be | 
, goes. And thofe'uablemifht perfons 
are in char place recorded to.bave kept | 
themfélves undefiled by mortgll Beau- | 
“fsiess toteach us, that the nearer and 
cleerer Intukion, thar Heaven affords 
them. of.the glorious obje& of their 
 -paffion, was, notthe Caufe of it, but 
the Recompence ; and chan whilff they 
' 1 div’d exiles here op earth, *cwas fuch a 
**- {peculation , as 1 ama. recommending 
', Lindamor)) to you., wherwith they 
Jiv’d, (to borrow the Expresfion afed ' 
Of CAofes ) ss: feceing bim who $$ seus- | 
‘Hebtr. ble; a fight, whofe glory made them | 
- Jook .on fading Beauties, with as un- | 
dazi’d and untroubled eyes, . as Bagles | 
can be fuppos'd. to caft- on 'Glo- |: 
-wormes when they have been newly |. 
gazingontheSun, - > ss 
, . Toengage your Love, Lindamer , to 
this {ublimeft of ObjeGs, I fhall defire, |. 
_ ‘thaeall rhae I have faid to divert your 
former flames, and all that I may fay 
todepreciate and difcredit thofe -de- |: 
_.. grading and difquieting Amours, that | 
.-. aré. wont toinveagle Mortalls, may be. |: 
Jlookt upon as meant rather by way af |. 
“preparative, then of Motive, aiming 


PED hae i ae Le 


$ 


Ww 


Sei eer 


eis cae 


dain nny 


ut to difabufe and retifie your mind, 
ee thie 


\ 


 RTAPIICR Lowe. : 15 
» that with.compol’d and unprepoffeffed 
a f the ObjeG, 


you. to be buc impardall to, this Me- 
lient, being but ine 


~- ' we * 


dedneffe.of the eye, and the. perfecteft 

| Jiufrasion of rhe obje& : . which. is 
; Such, that the. cleereft Reafon.is the . 
, -mofadvantagiqus light , it.can defire 
tobe feesby. -You-know the ftory of 
that witty Weach, who usd . merrily 
to-wifh her Lovers all good Qualities, 
‘but a good Underftanding 3-for. thar, 
faid fhe, would them make out of love 

. with me. The Divineobg& tp which — 
y | Lweuld prefer you, Lindamor , fo far 
= oe. SSoole from — 


6 


Straplick: Love, 


from béitig obnoxious to-a Danger of 


that Nature, that néed ‘not difparage 
any other to enamour'yéu of this. For, 


the: Creardr is‘too full-of Excellencies 


 to'need to'be recoinmended or fer of 


his Mitthifs; yet He Qualisies that | 


by che:-Greature’sDefedts. ' He was 


foveraignhly lovely ‘in himlelf, ‘before | 
they had a being, ‘not fas his giving us | 
that paffion;called'Lave,made him the |, 
~unfitrer ‘objeQ -forvin To ‘love’ God | 
but: becaufe -your'- Miftrifs' “has ‘per: | 


fonall faiiles, #s-a-gréacer; then any -of 
‘ thofé for whith you have declin’d her; 


vant, not to. have a'Refpe& for Her; 


‘and Ecahnot, without concluding her |: 


Lan” extraord inary « perfon 3 remember 


-hewlately the enjoy’d the honour: of 
. Captivating~ Lendamior: and’ though 


‘fhe has fince by: injarisufly declining-, 
jultly Forfeited tHe: glorious’Title of 


gave 


-and is fuch a: Soleecifm in: Seraphick |. 
Love; as it werde-in the Peérfian’ Re- | 
‘ligion ‘for chac: has yet imbracers “In |} 
‘the Eafk;:. as thofe, that have there | 
converfd with them, -aflure me) ‘to | 
take the Spots; tharbicmifh che Mcon, | 
‘the Motives of theit worfhipping ‘the | 
— ‘Sun.---Fermiont is a‘ Lady 5 to-whofe |; 
“noble ‘Relations Tam too mucha fér- | 


—- Seraphick Lowe. 
- gave icher, made me among divers 
_ others like her fo well, that ‘tis now 


: My. quarrell to her, chat fhe Is not, - 


~ whatfhe Was. And therefore, what 
: ever may fal from my pen to her difad- 
; vancage, relates to her but as fhe was, 


eae 
~ 


' devotedneffe to Seraphick Love. To in- 
Rage you to which (all this notwith- 
; ftanding, Lindamor) I muft do you the 
© right totell you, that God deferves 
- the higheft Elevation of your Love , 
¢ though Hermione had not rejected it. 


i Were fhenot onely as Handfome as — 


i you fancyed her, but as Conftant as 
; withed her , Her beauty, and her 


' have made her other, than, as Difad- 
) vantagious as Injurious, a Rivall unto 
= 3 and,in the very fruition of as 

iging recurnes, as her Kindneffe 


would have deferv’d but a more Mo- 


 derate Degree of it. Angels, to whom » 


k Women were never, fale or cruell, 
:; love their Maker above all things: and 
¢ he co whom Sc. Jobx prefents his ado- 
y ration, refufed it for himfelf to dire& 
¢ igunto God, Would not you your felf, 


riendfhip too concurring, could not — 


could have. made your Paffion, fhe 


Wy 


 ormay again be , anOpftacletoyour __ 


) Lindamor, have thought your Hermione 
ae abfo- 


abfolutely handfome, thaugh Moores 
had not worn the Devill’s Livery; and 
the thing call’d Deformity , had been 
as much a-ftranger, as itis unwelcome 
to herfex..’ Lis true, fuch is oyr frail- 
ty, that, as the /fraektes needed a cru- 
ell and opprefhive bondage in VE gype, 
'  tomake them refolve on returning to 
the bleft Land of Canaan : rage Si 
times, the amorous Soul needs the 
har(h ufage of a difdaintull Mifirifs, 
to difguft ic with its thraldome, and 
make it afpire to its more genuine and 
fatistying Obje&. I may therefore al- 
—” Jow Hirmiane’s Defeats to have given 
~ you freedome and occafion, to confi- 
der the Prerogative, of Seraphick 
Love: But Imutt not allow chem tobe 
the chief Motives of your imbracing 
it; For, it were too injurious to jts 
glorious Object, co make that bur t 
Refuge of a Defeated Paffion, whofe |, 
Tran{cendency entitles it to more than |, 
_.... the moft elevate. and entire . one. 
Alas, God needs not thefe beggerly 
Parallels with any fading obje&ts, to 
beccme that of our difabus’d Devo- 
tion, and He were Lovely Withoue 
_ comparifon as well as He is. fo Above | 
it. And though I be nor fo unjuft, as 
. J - | to 


| Serapbick Love, 


to deny, tharthere are Ladies ({éme _. 
of which [have the happineffe not to 
be uriknown to my felfe.) whofe Ex. _ 
celfericies are capable to ennoble their. - 


wholeSex:. Yer their greateft accom- 
plifhments compat’d’ to his Perfeai- 
ons, whofe gifts they are, ate, in thac 
Eclipfing company, as incon{picuous 


asthe faint, Qualitics of more ordi- 


nary perfons, As, when in 4 cleer Mor- 


ning the ring San vouchfafes to vi- » 
ae 


fit usy as well thofe Bright Starrs, thae. 


did Adorn our Hemifphere, as thofe - 


Dark Shades, that did benight it , va- 
nifh: Confonantly whereutito, give 
me leave to obferve toyou , Lindamcr , 
chat though divers of God’s Attributes 
dre through his goodncfle_participa-, 
ted by his Creatures, yet the Scrip- 
ture makes {6 vafta difparity betwixt 
the excellencies, that ic afcribes to. 
men, and the fame’ Perfe@tions confi- 
deréd ds they exift in God ; that i 

feems abfolutely to exclude created. 
Bécings from any Title to thofe Attri- 
butes ; bécaufe they poffeffé them bur’ 


ina way fo inférior to that tranfcen- 


dent, peculiar, and divine manner, in 
which, they bélong to God, Thus our. 


Saviout fayes, to him thar ¢ taking 
oe | G.2Google him. 


26 OErAPIICR LOVE, 
him but for a man) call’d him goed, 
Mat. 19. why calle § thow me good 2? There ts none 
er good but One (that is ) God, Thus St. 
t Tim, 6 Paul, calls God (or Chrift ) the onely 
15.  Porentate 5 Miv@ dlutsus, though the 
earth be fhared by feverall Potentates 3 
2°. andeven the Devout Evauch in the 
ae 42, 2555 artd the wee Gtandees ‘mten- 
~ tioned by the Bleffed Virgin in her 
Canticle, are, in the Original, ftyled 
Potentates. Thus, though there be 


MOE AEE vile Virgins as well as foolifhs and 


Luk.16.8. — ”. ‘ : : 
| Children of this world are in they ge- 
neration wifer, than the (Children of 
eee. Light: Yet St. Paul {cruples not to 
7; vearmbis Maker, The onely wife Gods 
1Tim, 6,and thus he elfewhere Paraphrafes 
6. him , He shat onely bath smmortals- 


tze, Though Angels and humane Souls . 


be deathlefs. In fo incommunicable a 
manner does the Superiority of God’s 
nature makehim poffeffe thofe very 
Excellencies, which the diffufivenctt- 
of his goodneffe , makes him pleafed to 
communicate. Iamthe more zealous, 
Lixdamor, to transfigure your Love 
into Devotion (which I muft defire 
you to look upon but as a varied name 
tor Seraphick Love ) becaufe I have 
: os | -obferv’d 


though our Saviour tellsus, That the _ 


a 


, 


alld kin oo verapbictk Love, 
, Aa oblery'd your. paffion | to have been 
- extreamly impatient of confinement, 

ifthe ad and tohave efteem’d whatever may be 
term’d Limits to be Prifons. Few 


ae) 
<t 


though | } 
, Moi therefore can'Need more ot Deferve _ 


P the better, an obje& for theic love, for 
‘i which too immenfe a vaftne(fe weré 


de Ht mpofible, And {uch a-one is God 5 


ae ; whole foveraign Perfections ‘rendet 
al i him fo uncapable of being ‘lov’d Too 
thet F Much, that the moft afpiring paffion 
ih; i can {carce arrive (fo much,as) to leffen 
Iba ® ies difproportion to the object: Other 


DOF f paffions like othes Rivers, are moft 


Wad Tike when they calmly flow within 


moh eheir wonted Banks: but of Seraphick 

oii Foye, as of Nilus, the very Inundati-. 
il ons might be defireable, andhisovere 
" flowings make himthe more welcome. - > 
! For mortall beauties, our paffions are. 


| dike our felves: If our Scacure chance 


- to exceed a certain fize or ftandart, it = ° 
make us monftrous : but Devotion is -. .. 


like a flawlefs Diamond, where the 
bigneffe taxes the Value and the unu- 
uall Bulke both rates and inhances . 
ne Luftre and the Price, Togive Go p 
{1 our Love is the greatefi command 
sch of the Law rt Gofpell (in irs 


pacious & teeming womb both com- — 
C3 prifing 
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4 eee 2) Be ? , ; 
‘prifing and cherifhing all the other 


{ervices, God requires ) and that there 
‘ig not more exaéted of us, is not, 
‘that an addition were Culpable , bur 
becaufe iis Imposfible. So noble is 
the nature of Devotion, that it admits 
of failings bur b one of the extreams, 
which is that‘of Dete@. For, Medio- 
critie (whele office “tis to reftrain us 
"from approaching the utmoft Limits.) 


which in other pasfions isan Exce]- 


lence, ishere an lmperfe@ion. Or, at 
feaft if Mediocrity be that which cre- 
ates pasfions vertness theMediocrity of 
this Love mutt confift in the Exceffe of 


cea es Mebane | 
ef, eve, to hisMaker an ardency of love for — 


Se Him , which muftbe expreft with the 
ppc fignificant, Metaphor of Thirft; and. 
fecuttai- that-fuch a Thirft too, as makes the 


bus. 1id.4. panting Hart ¢€ by Naturallifts ob- 


port. 


bray (as 1 remember the Hebrew 
hathit) forthofe refrefhing ftreams 5 


whofe wantdifircffes and reduces her’ 


to an almoft gafping condition ¢ emy 
‘vel x, very Soul (faith he) thirfteth far God. 


And we know that thirft isnot only fo.” 


_ violent 


3. OP eiory'd to be a very drie Creature ) | 


7 + Ee ogee sn. eae 


VEFEPICR LOVes — 
-violenr an appetite , chatic leffens the 
wonder of that Monarch’s Bargain , 
‘whom Hiftory records co have parted. 
with his Kingdome fora cup of water: 


bue thir doth fo confine our — . 
e 


to what it craves, that nothing elfe can 
{fatisfie them. The wealth of both the 
Undies would:nor excyfe che want of a 
. needed Cup, fuppofing their Pofleffor 
§ tormented with an Appetite, , which 


wy Cannot be quench’t but by Drink. To — 


a Which | muftadde, that the uneafineffe 
roe ~«=— Ok Umrelieved Thirft, is not, like that of 
yi other, inconveniences,leffen’d by conti- 


fed ance; but growsbylafting themore 


ket Unfupporcable. The fame in{pired Po-. 


Gott se not alfo ro profeffe fo fenfi- 
wn ei ble an 


“hip €atenbim up; and hugely troubled he 
uae is, thac others are not affected with. 


akes @- the famezeal. J beheld ({ayes he) the Pfal. r19. 
ris 4: Tranforeffours, and.was grieved , becaufe s*: 


«| they kept not thy Word, Nay, Revers of wa- 
ei ters, fayeshe, run down mine eyes, becaufe ; 


| is 
sg (nea they keep sot thy Lew; and to manifett,! idem v, 
ng, te | 


136. 
® 2 how much the tendernefle and unre- 

{rec | ferv'dneffé of his Love, madehim think — 

ndcionl 4 thofe hisfriends or enemies, that were. 


violet | oodgle ag | 


{o active aConcern forGodsin- 
love: tetelts, thatthe zealof Gods houfebad 


iu A ‘fo to God, wAtane ayes {ayes he ) {hall be PE 101.6, 


, 24. | oerapnicR Leve. 
| upon the faithful of the Land, that they 
may dwell with me. He that walketh perfee 
in the way, be fball ferve me. De nok 
hate them, O Lord, that bate Thee, and am 
— Phal. 139. not Egrseved with thofe, that rife up agatnft 
aie 22 = Thee 2? I hate them with a perfect ba- 
tred, I count them mine Enemies. At 
this Rate,did pious David love his Ma- 
_ker, buthe was fo far from thinking 
this rate Exceffive,that, tran{ported by 
the fenfe of his perfonall difability , to 
pay that Divine obje& all the Love that 
his perfe€tions merited : he is not con- 
tent torouze up all his owne faculties 
topraife God, ( Blefe the Lord,O my foul, 
“and all that is within me , bleffe Has boly 
Name, ) but he invites all the Godly to 
aflift him in the payment of fo vaft a, 
Ph 117.1, debt,(Love the Lord all ye Satnts.for @e-) 
| Andagain, ( Praife the Lord all ye Natt- 
ons, praife bim all ye people. And not con- 
tent neither frequently todo this, as 
-May appear by very many paflages of 
PL 138.2-his facred Poems , he extends his Invi- 
_ tation to the Angells, and all the other | 
Hofts of God, and concludes the book 
of Plalms witha. Let every thing, that | 
hath breath, pratfe the Lord: Hallelujah. 
Nor does it invalidate, whathasnow | 
beendelivered, =. i - 


| Pf, 103.7 


That 


\ 


! Z 


| 
| 


—* SeraphickLove, | 
That fome men have , even by De- 
vout Perfons ,- been blamed for too’ 
fauch Devotion : for, it was not'an ex- 
ceffe of Love, but a want of Difcretion, - 


_ that was guilty of their faules 3 The 


expreffions of our Love to God , ought 
to be regulated not by our blind and 


wild fancies, but by his revealed will >. 


(as Chriftfayes, Jf you Love me, keep my 
Commandements) and therefore it is very 
poffible , to be too devout, not becaufe 


any expreffion of Seraphick love: can’ 


be made with too much Ardency, 


whilft ‘us confidered abftra&tedly in it 
felfe, and irrelatively to the reft3 But. 
becaufe , that there cing feverall du- 

ties of Love which require an Ardency 
Of its “tis injurious, to exercife all that | 


in one alone, or a few, that belongs 
equally tothe negleéted others. We 
muft not, (as too many Profeffours 
are now wont todo , of whofeerror 
you may receive a fuller accompt in 


fome other papers, ).dath in pieces the © 


two Tables of the Law againft one 
another; Buc mutt fo buveGOD with 


afi our hearts, as to love our ‘Neigh-- 
Sours as our felves, You know, w at 
, : ae ; 2 Dat, ag, 
that Tithed Mint and Cummin ,23. ” 


our Saviour faith to the Pharifees 


e 


n | te with 


2.3 


$ 4. 


nécciet Sieaiet, nadine, 
witha neglect of Judgement, Mercy, 
and Faith , thofe weightier matters of 
the Law; Thefe oug J (e) te 
bave dome. and not ta le 


ave the otber — 


mine unen aiiemunemmeemies oe 


uedone, And indeed chis Partialiry, | 


Lindamoy , which makes us difplay fo. 
much of che ftrength and vigour pe fie 
Spirits in fome few favorite-Duties, 
that. we can but languidly and per- 
funGorily perform thofe others , we 
are leffe fond of , begets in Devotion a 
difeafe ,, not unlike that new one in 
Children, we call the Rickets, which 
fome Learned Phyficians do not im- 
probably conceive to arife from the 
-unequall Nutrition of the parts3 for, 
though none of them receive exceflive 
Nourifhment,. yet fome of them recei- 
_ ving as much as is convenient for them, 
and thereby grawing up to their na 
turall bigneffe , ; whill others are leffe 
nourifhed, than (were the Body health- 
full) they would be, do grow fo little, 
‘that the founder parts feem Over- 


_ grown , and fothe difproportion be- . 


twixt Them, and the Ricketting ones 
makes the whole Body, they compofe, 
mj{-fhapen, and unweildy. But, Liz- 
_ damor , this provesnot, that we can 

hove God too much, but onely, that we 


my. * 


hn Maen Bien OC OVE. %7 
tt ‘may imploy too much of that Love, in 
nates: this or that way of exprefing it. Whilft 
di)! we arey ( as Job {peaks ) Inhabicants of yo, 4.19 
nm thefe houfes of Clay , there. are many 
tid “Duties, which do as.well challenge an 
foiy' intenfity of aur affections, as. thofe, 
‘ds which relate more immediately to 
it God, As St. Pasi tellsus, Thag there: cor. 7. | 
1 is difference betwixt married and fin, $%933>34- 
4 gle Perfons 5 the affections of the one 
i’ Deing at liberty ,* to devote themfelves 
et More undiftra&edly to God, where- - 
hic ‘as thofe of the other are diftraGed , 
i aS Adam's were, betwixt his Maker 
x and hisRib, But, where a dire@ and 
» immediate expreffion of Love to God, | 
; defraudes not any other Duty, there 
| it is free from the danger Z exceffe. 4 
Though Prayers may ealily be toolong, 
and, Fafts grow exorbitant 5 yer Chrift 
could {pend the whole night in Prayer, 
and faft forty dayes without immode-. 
rateneffe ; when the other exprefsions 
of his Love to his Father, and the other - 
exercifes of his Mediatory Fun&tion, . _ 
were not thereby difturb’d, but fur-, ying. 
thered, and promoted. And fo Elijabuy.s. 
might inculpably faft long , when that 
fafting did not difable him to profecute 
his, journey to the Mount of God ; and 
| Al - though 


38 


Serapbick Love, 
chough juft men here on Earth muf ex: 
preffe their Love to their Mafter , by 


.. (that bufte diftra@ing,and remoter way 


of {ervice) Trading with his Talents, 


— trufted to them ;: yet when their de- 


vefture of Mortality difpenfes them 
from thofe laboriousand avocating du- 
ties ro diftreffed Chriftians, and their 
owne fecular Relations, which were 


~ here requifite to be perform’d ; their 


qo 


vers, 8, 


lorified {fpirits may now, without any 


" immoderate devotion , imploy, I fay, 


not, their Time, but their Eternity it | 
felfe in Converfing with God , and | 


following the Lamb whicherfoever | 


he goes. And congruoufly lobferve , 


Rev. 4.6, that the four myfterious Beatts,allow’d 


to approach neereft to the Throne of 
God ( though their many wings and 


more numerous cyes, intimate them of | 


avery active nature) are reprefented 
tous in the Apocalypie, as addigted 
buc to one imployment, ceafing westher 
day nor night from faying , Holy, Holy, 
Holy, Lord God: Almighty 5 and from 


giving Glory, and Honour, and Thanks 


urtohrm, And of thofe that have whtte- 


ped their ‘Robes in the blood of the Lamb , 


this account isin the fame book given 
| oa, oe a 


-~ 


en 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


! may eafily play the Prodigalls‘in par- 
! ting (over-freely) with our Guifts , we 
"can {carce be fo in the payment of our * 
" Debtss for, be the Summes never fo 
, valk we pay away, theirbeingduein 
" {pite of their being great ,~ makes the. - 
: trae ae toomuch an AGof Ju- 

 ftice , tobe one of Profufeneffe : Sera- 
! phick Love, (whofe Paffionatenefie is its 
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| can leaft be meafuredsnor ought its ex- 
cent co admit any other limits , chen an . 
M utter difability to exceed thofe , that ” 


 terminatcit.. For he alone loves God, - 


* as much ashe Ought, that loving Him - 
' asmuch ashe Can , ftrives to repaire 
" che deplored imperfection of that love, 
3 ee ee ‘with 


4 


with an extream Regret to find is no 
greater. Sucha fub 


- Serapbich Love. . 


imity of love will 


‘ ~ beft intitle you to the Confolation, ac- 


t Joh. fe 
16. 


cruing from that memorable paflage of 
St. Jobn, where he ayes, that Goa 3 
Love, and be that dwelleth in Love, 
dwelleth in God , and God in him, 


Which {upplies me witha forcible in- . 


ducemente , to invite you to an eager 
afpiring toa Tranfcendency in devoti- 
on, fince it may render felfe-deniall fo 
eafie, that "twill (at laft ) almoft deveft 
that name. For, this fublimer love be- 


ing, by an intimate conjunction with its | 


Obje&, wholly devoted to it, and 
throughly refined from alt .bafe droffe 
of felfithneffe and intereft , ‘nobly be- 


—-getsa moft ftrict Union of our. wills 


with God’s, or (rather) a perfec {ub- 


miffion of theone to the other. And 


thus , when itis become your will to. 
obey His. nodifpenfations of Provi- 
dence will immoderately difquiet yous 
for, you poffefle your wifhes in the Ge- 


~ merall and in Bulke, though poffibly 
-notalwayes in Retaile 5 for, your chier- 


‘ 


eft defire being to fee yourMaker’s will 
fulfilled , your knowledge of his being 
the Soveraign and uncontrolled Difpo- 
fer of Events, affures you, that all Ac- 

| se > cidents y 


ee a 
ce IT 


chLwi, 


egret to find it 


slimity of love 
e Confolation, 
-morable patie 
faves, that Gu 


dwelleth sn Ln 


Seraphick Love. ° 


cidents, that can befall you; are but 
exa& accomplifhments of His Will, 
and confequently of yours fo far forth, 


astharis included and a in- 


his. When you have Refign’ 


and God iv (Af 1 may fo call it) to Gods and there- 
witha forctki by, (as ic were ) entrufted him to will 


@ you to an 
endency in de 
ler felfe-denil 
laft ) almoft 
; fublimer love 
onjunction wit 
yored to lt, F 
‘om ait bale i 
rrerclt 5 8 


rion of out 


— 
=— 


for you 3 all his difpofalls of, and his 


difpenfations towards you, are 5 in 
effect, the ads of your owne will, with 
the Advantage 7 their being dire&ed 
and {pecified by Him. An Advantage 


9 OFTa- 
therConfign’d, your expropriated will | 


Zt 


that does at once affure you beth of 


their Re@titude and their Succeffe, 


God's Wifdome , Power, and Love to 


you confider’d , how muth more hap- — | 


py muft you be in your Ele@ions of his 


‘fea Naming foryou, than your immediate 
4 owne? The Patient thinks him#felfe ob- 
il liged , to gratifie his Phyfitian, for 
‘pa Choofing forhim., what fortsof meat 


he is to feed on ; though the Doétor be 


¢ Wont tomake fuch a choice. for him, 
(i 8S deprives him of. the Difhes he bef 
i‘ 


=~ 


likes, and oftentimes.confines him to - 


ist thofe he loaths. Alas, how often might 
t@ God fay of our requefts 5 4s Chrift did 


| Of thofe of the ewo afpiring Difcipless 
Ye know not what ye ask. ‘ F admire ,- 


and~ > 


32° «.. Serapbick Love, — 
and bluth to read in a Heathen Satyrift, 
{o Heavenly a Leffon,as, 


Permittes ipfis expendere Numins- 
es 9 quid <2 . 
.;. Conventat nobisyebufque fit utsle xo- 
| firss : 
Nam pro Jucundss wtslea queque da- 
bunt Di. 
Charior eft illis bomo, quam fle: 
nos amimorum ~ 


Tmpufe, bd cach pravagque cupidine 


hae petimus partumque uxe-— 
153, at sllss | 
Notum, qui puert , quali(que = ! 
fit-exor. | 


: wane = wifer gods: the care per- 


: I 
Of oan s for us and our sieairs moft | 


fic. 
They will for Pleatant things the 
Beft confer 3 5 
To whom Manis, than to himfelf | 
_ more dear. | 
We by “4 blinder paflions led a- | 


ftra 
- Do hea Wife pethaps or Children | 
‘Pray: : 
“Which 


— Serapbick Love. (33 
: Which they may chancerefufe us 
“out of Love,’ 4! Oo 
Knowing, what beth the Wifeand 
rn’. -Boyeswouldprove. =s_—™ 


 ° The confideration of which made a 
heathen Philofopher fay, That he was 

« wont onely in generall Termes to beg 
Good things. of the gods, leaving it to 

» them, to aes what things were 
Good forhim: And indeed , our own 

; wifhes are but toocommonly asblind | 
as Rachel’s, who having fo eagerly lon- 

» ged for Children that the impatiently... ga: 

_ cryes, Give me Children, or elfe dye 318, °° 

1 dyed in Child-bearing : And asde- 
ftructive to the wifhers, as their Long- 
ings prov’d to the Murmuring Jfrae- 

x letes, who loathing the wholefome ; 
Manna ( that bread of Angelis) God Numb. 

t had provided for them, ate their awn*'* 33° 
Bane inthe flefh, they hadfogreedily 

' lufted for. Thus, Lindamor,thatfo- ..* 
affrightning vertue of Selfe-dényall, 

| proves tobe little more, than a Son’s 

Letter of Attorney to his Father, of 

; whofe parernall fondneffe and con- 
fummate abilitics. in che management 

: Of affairs, his confidence amounts unto 

@ certainty. Nay, till my {econd ~ 
tees D thoughrs | 


Seraphick, Lowe. 
thoughts check’d the oyer-forward 
Impetuofity of my firft, J was about 


to addes, Suice Gods refents an infinite 


fatisfa&tion in the accomplifhment of 


his own will, your making over your: 
‘whole will to God, will impart to you 
that felicity, proportion’d to the dé- | 


gree of the refignment. Aind, as the eye 
whilft by the Optick Nerve ‘ty‘d unto 


_ the head, fo chain’d ‘can tafte delights; 
which itis dead to, being once fever'd 


from it,though(otherwile) it enjoy the 


-beft condition of which its ‘inanimate 


Nature can be fuppos’d tobe capable: 


So may your will by an Identity or | -. 
Samenefs (in Tendency, ‘though not |-- 


.inNature)with your Maker’s,as ,cwer | ; 


engrafted into Gods, receive 2 new,and | - 
an enlarg’d capacity,which wil enable |: 


you to contain,and rellith joyes,highly 


tranfcending thofe, which the fulleft |. 


_ fruition of your private wifhes were |: 


able to create. Thus felf-deniall isa |. 


-kind of holy affociation with God, and 
( by making you his partner ) incercfles |: 


_ you in all his happineffe, and acquitt- 


tions, And confonantly we fee that}. 


Glorified Saints and Bleffed Angells, } . 


-whofe wills have the moft exquifite }.. 
and exact conformity to God’s, enjoy a J. 


happincfle 


al 


eS ae a 
-_ ee 


i 


"- — Berapbick Loves 
‘bappine{s moft approaching Hiss wher- 


' ap she Apoftate Spirits in .a confirm’d 
: Repugnancy to his will, find the ex- 


Ayeamitie' of. wretchedneffe..-” 


’. Bus though I-dare not own,Lindamor, 


fo bold & Sally, yet I dare - without 


-Scruple improve the difcourfe, thae 


preceded it, to make out to you an ad- 


' .vantagious difference of Séraphick Love 
ftom Ordinary Flames, For, he thar 
| makes a Prefent of his heart. to any 


Mortall Beauty, even by her welcom- 


‘ning is and lodging it with her own,’ - 
i prows Lubjeg to have: it wounded in 
_ fer -breaft., Thofe misfortunes reach 


him that would otherwife terminate 


« dn her : -hir affli@ions torment him, 
: whilft his own reprieve him; and the - 
1 Felicity of two perfons grows requifite 


tomake one happy. . The letting our 
our love.to mutable Objects, doth byt 


. Inlarge our hearts and make them the 
| wider Marks for fortune, and capable 
| of being wounded in more places : 
» For, alchough Love may aswell make 
: US participate fhe Joyes, as refent the 
‘ Infelicities of the Parties lov’d 5 yet 
even theleaft urihappy perfons do in fo 


. fickle and fo tempeltuous a Seca as we 
» all find this world, meet with fo many 


D2 more 


\ 


G So 


360 | 
more either croffe winds or ftormy 

_’ gufts,then profpcrous gales;and we are 

£ much more fenfible of Pain than 


 Seraphick Love, 


_. Pleafure (an‘akeing corne,though leffe 


then a fickneffe, unfitting us to rellith, 


the otherwife perfect health of the | 
_- whole body )that even Friendthip it 


* felfe, though a much calmer affe@ion 


_ jurious to our quiet, did we confider 


than Love, ought tobe declin’d as In- 


it,but as a Partnerfhip of Fortunes, not | 
an Exercife of Vertues. But he, whofe - 
wifer Love fettles it felfe on God, 1s 
not onely by the immutable and even | 
Effentiall happineffe of thar Adorable | 
Objeé, fecur’d from participated infe- | 


- licitys 3 but finds his perfonall croffes | 
and diftreffes {weetned by. confide- | 


Ela, 63.3. 


ring, that what he moft loves, is moft 
happy 3 and as able as willing in due | 
time tomeke Him fo. And. though 
Seraphtck Love makes us partake but 
God's Felicities, yet his acceptance of 
it makes him refent Our forrows: Ja 
all their affisttions be was affitited, {ayes 
the Prophet of God, and of the Jfrae- 


- lites. And fo the Son of God (who is 


fo much one with thofe that love him, 
that both he as the Head, and they..as 
the members are fometimes, as making | 


ea By U Pp 


| _ VETAPDUR LOVE, — ; 3 
. UP one body, call’d by one name,:Cori2. . 
~ Chrift ) though as high as Heaven '* 

above the reach of perfonall or im- 
‘ mediate perfecutions; calls ourto Saul 

for an intention of harming thofe, thac 
“ lov'd him : Saul, Saul, why perfecuteft 
/ thou me ? And, to demonftrate tiie ten- ~ 
; derneffe of this Compaffion, the Pro- | 
* phet fays tothe return’d Jfraeletes,con- - 
~ cerning God : H? that toucbeth your7.. . 
" soucheth the apple of bis Eye. Nor is God’s- 
* compaffion like a Miftreffe’s, a grie- 
" ving only and an ufelefs pitty, where- 
" by the fe sce Lover is ‘oftentimes _ 
 leffe comforted as it proceeds from her 
" kindnefs,chan affliated bécaufe it breeds 
" her dif{quiet:BurGod’s is a compaffioa, 
' though Adtive,yet Serene, and worthy 
* of Himfelf, which without ,produce-. © 
‘ing the difcompofure, produces the 
; ofa of the moft fenfidle Pitty, by 
' engaging him to a timely Reliefe and 
’ Refcue: Asthat frefhly-mentioned Ex- 
" preflion , Jn all thetr afiifton be was — 
' affsed ; is immediately follow’d by, 
' And the Angel of bis prefence faved ~- 
"them; in bis love andin bis pitty he — - 
' redeemed them, and be bare them, and 
‘carried them all the dates of old, 
Yes, this pitty for its not.difturbing : 
a ~ . * D3 _ .--Gods 


- 


ie 


38 SeraphicR Love, 
Gods Happineffe, enclines him not the 
~ feffe to expreffe a fenfe of our Miferies 

and makes us find ( to ufe a Scripture 
phrafe as I would render it) x%e4 

Heb.4.16:ei5 tuncie Korsuev, | Grace for an op- | 

| portune reliefes I fay, withthe divine 

. Writer, anO portune or Scéafonable 

Relief; becaufe it comes not alwayes 

when it is moft defired, but when it £5 

moft fir 3 And when that is, he that 

~ harhatonce all prefent paft and furure 
things in his Profpect, 1s ficreft to de- 

termine.Chrift’s words td hisDifciples, | 

AG. 1. 76 It is not for you to know the Times or the , 

Seafons, which the Father bath put tn bis : 

own power, ) are applicable to more > 

cafes, then that, which occafioned 

them. The @anaanitifh woman mut 

Mar.7.27 put up a Refufall, and the reproach- 

full name of Dog ( which yet, by the | 

way, was a Paraphrafe commonly | 

enough us’d by the Jews ofthe Hea- | 

wie Coxe then, and as (uch was under Stood ‘by this: 

refers her EMtly Gentile not Greck) The Ifrae- | 
excraétion /y¢es (comprizing the ‘Patriarchs their 

_toSyroPh=" progenitours) were rediced to wait | 
nicia, ehe F 5 Wcour | - coated Ww ; 

- fame Re- four hundred’& thirty years ere they | 

psn wihwere introduced itto the protist 

Gal guy. Land: andl during a great part of ebat 

| long ‘pate ‘of ‘time’; fandhith’d <and ; 

| Sy Sogle groand 
| 


-_— eee ee eee er - ed : aS 


OPAPHIER b.0UC, 
groan’d under the heavy Burthens,. 
and osher as heavy preffures , of the as 
cruclly as ynfucceffefully: policick 
efE gyptians, St. Paul himfelf pray’d che | 
Lord thrice, for che removall of that Ezek. 28, 
rude sxsho}. TH cagui, :Thorn to thes Go. 1 
fic whatloeyer that may mean.)Nay7. 
of the blefled Virgin-Mother ber iclfe 
her diving Son would not be found Luk +.48 
till the third day, though fhe fought’ 
him forrowang. And: Lazarws , 06 
whom eyen: during his ‘ficknetfe he 
vouchfafed.(a' Title to which all Ca- — 
far’s were: but Trifles ) the ftyle of 
Friend, which emboldned the pious 
<Maryto paraphrafe him by a, Heevert3, 
whom tho loveft,was permitted not ones 
ly to lye,a dying,but to dye; his Refcue. 


Joh. 11,2: 


- being deferr’d cilkit was thought Im- _ 


poffible ; and was fo indeed,toany lefs 
power then QOmnipotence, Which - 
mapifelts, that as.no degiee of Diftrefs _ 
is iuntelievable by his power; fo no 
extreamity of it, 1s inconfiftent with 
his.compasfion, no nor with his friend- 


. fbip. He whole {piric infpired the . 


‘Prophets, isin the left of them repre- Mal. 3:3. 
{éneed under,the Notion ofa Refiner: 
and ’cis not the-Cuftome of Refiners 


_ to {natch the belov’d Mettall out of 


D4... _ the ee 


verapnicR Loewe, . 
the fire, as foonas it feels the violence 
of that purifying Element, nay nor as 


~ foon as it is melted by ir, but they let 


it long indure the brunt of the active 
flames, actuated b exciting Blafts, cll 
it have ftaod its due time in the fire, 


— 


and there obtain’d its full purity and — 


— f{plendor. And I hope you will give a 


converfer with Furnaces (though no 
pretender to the Philofopher’s Stone) 
leave to improve a Chymicall Meta- 


phor, andobferve, thac though in af-. 


fliCtions , efpecially Nationall or Pub- 


_ lick Calamities, God oftentimes feems 
to make no diftin&tion betwixt the ob- | 


jets of his compaffion and thofe of 
his fury, indifcriminately involving 
them inthe fame deftinys yet his pre- 
{cience and intentions make a vaft 
Difference, where his infli@ions feem 
not to make any: As,whenon the fame 
Teft, and with the felf-{ame Fire, we 


urge (as well) the Gold as the blended 
_Lead or Antimony 3 but with fore- 


| 


knowing and defigning fuch a difpa- — 
rity in the events, as toconfume the © 


Isnobler Mineralls or blow them off 


‘into drofle or fumes, and make 


the Gold more pure and full of Lu- 


; {tre, 


Ie 
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it feels thevols 
CMeNt, (yt 
by it, bur thy: 
brunt of thea 
citing Blah 


time in ted 
s fal) puri 


e you willgr 
ie 
fopher’s Ss 
symicall Me 
¢ thoughis 
ionall or 


_ Salleys ofthe longing Soul, ma 


Tcis true,Lindamor,and(notto be fup- $9. 
pected of partiality towards a Love, 
which fo little needs it, to be thougte 
fit to be‘ preferr’d before all other 
_ paffions ).1 fhall acknowledge it, that 
_the happineffe , refulcing trom. thofe 
‘Many prerogatives, I have endea- ‘ 
vour'd to difcover to you ina Tranf- 
cendent degree of Serapbick Love, is 
- moderated by the Effeés of that Sub- 
_ -Limity, the Eager Deefires, it creates of 
a more compleat fruition of its per- 
feQhand divine Obje&. Such afpiring 
¢ the 
languifhing Spoufe in the Centecles 
cry out, Stay me with Flaggons, Comfort CA-t15 
me with Appless for I.am fick of Love. 
Such made the rdvifhe Apostle defire 
toreturn (for fo I fhould rather tranf- pris. 1.23; 
late the word dvwAtou there, andfol - 
find it *elfewhere to fignifie) and to be* Luk, 12. 
with Chrift : and the Inipir’d Poet thus 3* 
expreffes his longings to the bleffed 
Obje& of them, 4s the Hart panteth af-Ptal. 43. 
ter the water-Brooks, fo panteth my Soul's * 
after theeQ God. My Soul thirfleth for 
God , for the living God: when {hall I come 
and appear before God. _ But, Lindamor, 
At was fit, that to elevate our thoughts 


_ and wifhes ta Heaven, fome peculiar 


and - 


Seraphick Lowe. : 


and elfewhere incommunicable ‘de- 


- ftate of Separation,:is fweetned wich — 


grees of Joy, fhould be referv’d for us 
there. And ’tis a good fign, and fuch 
as worldly Obje&s cannot boaft, when 
the Incompleatneffe of our Seraphick 


Lover’s happineffe in his fruitions,pro- , 


ceeds not from their want of Sattse 
faGtorineffe . but his want of an Enti- 
rer Poffesfion of them. And let me tell 
you, Lindamor, thateventhis uneafe 


as ‘much allay as is confiftent with its 
being a Grief, For, the Divine Evi- 
dence and teacher of Gods love, pro- 


_ Nouncing a thirft. after perfection to be 


Mat. 5.6. tures, Bleffed are-they that bunger and . 


Rey, 23.. 
of 


\ 
4 


f° 2 


oe 


a Title to it (according to thofe Scrip- 


thiyE after Righteoufneffe : for, they 
fhalt lefativied = aes bird shat 18 4 
thirst come and whofoever wall let him take 
of the water of dpe feel yand che Joyes 
of Heaven being fo-vaft, that they dif- 
fufé their Nature to all the grounded 
Hopes, men have to-enjoy them, each 
how Affuranc isa new Degree of them, 
and is acceptable ‘to our hope though 


uncakie to our déefires. Andthele batt- . 


ings.gt compleat felicity fhould not 
be stiore unwelcome ‘for the prefent 
difquier they: fuppofe,. than the Con- 
oh, 3 trary 


-. Sersphicok Love. 


ae tary for the Zea! they argue, and the 
Felicity; they promife >For, this pro-. 


duction of the Spirit in our hearts may 
be juitly termed, at the Spirit hitfelf 


iti Sctiptute, | is, eAnearheft, which 2 Cor.s.s / 
_ though by Beifg fuch, ic cénfeffes it 


{elf not to be the Butire future, yer is 
not onely a Patt of it, buca Pledge: 


‘And; Lindanior, howSapportable is this | 
’ thus-qualified Allay of the Joyes of 


Seraphick Love, in comparifon of the 
Difquiets and the Torment’, that are 
wont £6 attend fenfuall Love > I thall 


not lofe tiie to'cnumerate , how ma- 


itis f ed to have {Ent to their 
eaess beeen though 1 find thofe 
Tragicall ‘ftories rife enough in Ro- © 
‘mances, yer] find them frarteics every . 
where but in thofe Fabulous compo- 
fures: and: chotigh have -had the Cu- 
riofity ‘to vific {ome'df thofe warmer 


Regions, whete 'the ‘Flames of Love ' 


dre thought 'to’burne withmore vio- 
fence; ‘yer(‘bating by Duells- and the 
Pox) I-rementber hot to have obfetv’d 


Love ‘to have ¢vér been the Death of 


‘dfly than : unleffe, {peaking like Phi- 
lofophers, who make Reafon the Effen- 


~ tiall Conftithene. Fotm of man, we: 
_ “will affirm that ‘Love by dethroning 


Reafon, . 


44 


— UCraPIICR LOC. 


. Reafon, though it leave the Lover a- 


live, doth kill the Man. But though I 
ai loath to put fo bad a Complement 
upon mankind, as to fay, that Love is 


-- wont to deftroy mens livess yet I think 


it would be no Calumnpie to fay, Ie 
much difquiets them.I could ask you, 


- How long many a Lover muft conti- 


nue a Servant to purchafe the honour 
of being taken notice of tobefo? And 
I could recruite that Queftion with 


pretty ftore of others of the like na- 


ture : but that I fuppofe, your memory 
will fave my Pen the labour of repre- 
fenting to you the Torments of Love, 
which they that feel them, would lic- 


- tleleffe juftly , chen they do frequénr- 
_ly he Martyrdoms, if the Greatneffe 
on 


y» without the Caufe and Obje& of 
Mens fufferings fuffic’d to make them 
Martyrs. And though the Condiuon 


of Lovers be in Romances fo dexte- . 
roufly and delightfully defcrib’d, that _ 


not onely Sanguine Readers are tran{e 
ported, buc evenI my felf have been 
furprifed into Inclinations to admire 


_and envie theirFelicitysyet when fome 
_ .I was concern’d for, have been really — 
concern'd and engaged infuchadven- 
‘tures, my Envy quickly turned into 


Pity 


Seraphick, Love. 


Pitty. For the repulfes,the regrets, the 


jealoufies, the fears, the abfences, the 


~ defpairs, andthe reftofthe affi@ing — 
 difquiets of Lovers: though in hand, — 
-fome Romances, they are. foon read 

“over by the diverted perufers yet they 

are not fofoon weather’d out, nor fo 
eafily fupported , by the difconfolate 
Lover: whofe infelicities, though th 


may be perhaps fo. handfomly deplo. 
red , as todelight the Readers yet, 
truft me, Lindamor, ’Tis a much hap- 
pier condition to be free from mif- 


fortunes, than tobe able to complain 


eloquently of them. And asI have 
with delight beheld a ftorm, excel- 
lently drawn by fome rare Artift’s 
Penfill; but when I wasthis Spring 
toft by the rude winds, that blew me 


out of Holland, Ufounda reall Storm, 
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a very'troublefome and uneafie thing. — | 


So the condition ofa Lover, ( whofe 


of what, perhaps, you have found as 


— fickle, as either Winds or Seas, a wo- 


man’s Heart ) though drawn by a 
{mooth Pen, it is wont ftrangely to 
affc & and pleafe us 5 yet when men are 
really engaged in it, they find ir full of 


hardthips and dilquietr. ‘Tis amuch _ 
| _ 7 . better 


=: 
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 happineffe depends.on the conftancy; — 
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better.condition to be look’d on y shan 
embrac’ds and Experience gives men at 


it much ( faddef and) more unywel- 
come notions, then Defcriprion did. 
Nor phancie, Lindamoy , that the fron- 
blefomerie fe of your {ufferings inJove, — 
proceeded: bur from their not being 
acceptable toher, for: whom you ‘en- 
dured them; for‘, had your Miftreffe 
crowned them. with Myrtle,and prov’ d 
as kiad to you as Hymes could -haye 


amadeiher:s yet, I fear , the couldhave | 


Recompenced you. but by Difabufing | 
you, and could not thave freed you |: 
from che Need ofthappineffe, bur one- 1° 
ly from a’ Miftake ofit.For.me-thinks, 4: 
Lindamor ,° moft of ,thefe tranfitory |! 
Goods that .we are. fofond of , may 
not unfitly -be.refembled.to the Senf- 


tive Plant, which you have admired 7 


at Ston-Garden ; ‘for, as, thoughwe |: 


gaze omit with attention and wonder, 


yet when: we come to touch ir, the 
coy delufive Plane immediately 
fhrinks-in its difplayed leaves , and 


-cqntrags. it felf into.aform and di- 


~ longer : So thefe objets, that charm us 


-menfions 5 difadvantagioufly differing. 


from the former; which ic again re- 
covers by degrees, when toucht no 


at 
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at a diftance, and whilft. gaz’d on 


_ with the eyes of expedtation and de- 


fires when a more immediate poffef, 


. fon. hath put them into our hands, 


their former luftre vanifhes , and they 


ly appear, quite differing things from 
; what ina they {cem’d; chough.afcer 
_, deprivation or abfence hath made us 
6 forget their emptinefle,arid webe redu- 


ced to look upon them again at adi- 


. ftance, they recover in-moft mens eyes 


their former beayty , and.are as.capa- 
ble as before toinveagle & delude-us. i 


. mu add, Lindamor, that when I com- 


pare to the Senfitive Plant moft ofthefe 


cranfitory things, chat are flattered 


with the title of Goods, Ido not.out 
ofthat numbez except moft Miftreffes. 


For though Iam no fuch enemy to 


Matrimony; as.fome (for want of un- 
derftanding the Raillery, I have fome- 
times us’din ordinary difcourfe ) are 
pleafed'to think me; and would -not 
refufe you my Advice ( though T 
‘would not fo readily.give you. my Exe 


ample) to turn Votary to Hymens yet 
Thave obferved fo few Happy Mat-_ 


ches, and fo many Unfortunate ones ; 
and haye fo rarely feen men love their 
‘wives at the rate they did, whilft they 


AT. 


were ~ 
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might have found your felf, as fenfibly 
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were than Miftreffes , that I wonder | 
not, that Legiflators thought it ne. | 
ceffary to make marriages Indiffoluble, | 
to make them Lafting.. And-I cannot 
firlier compare Marriage than to a | 
Lottery 3 for in both, he that ventures 
may fucceed, and may miffe; and if he © 
draw a prize, he hath a rich Return of 
his Venture: Butin both Lotteries, 
there lye a pretty ftore of Blancks for 
ever Prize. And for your particular, 
Lindamor, the worldis much miftaken 
in both your humours, if Hermione’s — 
and yours be not fo unfuitable, chat‘ 
(to make hafte from fo nice a fubje@)': 
had the juftified your expetation of | 
her,kindnefle , you would have pof- 
feffed the Perfon without poffeffin 
the Happinefle you expeéed : And 


difapoointed by her Grant,as you were | 
by her Change. | a 4 
But I forget, Lindamor , that I re- ? 


folv’d, not to infift on Parallels , and { 


therefore , inftcad of profecuting the 
difcourfe my Pen has flip’t into, con- 
cerning the advantages of Seraphick, 
‘ compared with ordinary Love; I hall 
venture to incourage you to the fort- 
‘met; by fhowing you , that your paft 
_ o addicted- 


- 
= = ee 
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addi&edneffeto the later, ‘mayprove _ 
 ferviceablé to you in it: Yes, Léndamer, - 
_ 1 fhall not fcruple‘to tell you,that your 
‘ftrong Paffion foe Hermtone, may nota 
. licele facilitate your Devotion , by 
. breaking all the Chains, excepting one, 
- that tafftied your Affedtion eo un{atis- 
| fying Objects, and reftrain’d ic from 
. foaring to the fublimeft , and by exal- 
_ ting your Paffton to a Height fic for ‘See 
_ vapbtck flaines, For, Love hath this of 
, Noble, ‘that it makes us, deveft-our 
«felves of felfifhneffe 5 flight fortune, 
_ quiet, fafecy, honour , life, -and all our 
- owne Concernments, when their com- 
. ing into Competition with: the Lov’d 
_ partie’s Incerefts , may render their fa- 
: crifice acceptable to Her: and to think 
| Goods or Ills deferve. chofe names, but 
as they come.to us from, or through - 
. Her. You could f{carce fave learn’t a © 
~ betcer Leffon, even froma much ber- 
. ter Mafter; for, Lovehaving thus ac- ~ 
_cuftomed you, to (what is thoughe 
. Moft difficult in that vertuc) the Ads of 
‘felfe-deniall:, you need -almoft, but 
. Transferre your flames from an Inferi- 
. our, and miftaken,to their True & No- 
. bleft Obje&, and you will have exalted 
and refined your sak into Devotion 5 
f : : tO by i 


/ 


RO 


so the larter of which ,afublime Efe- 


yation of the firit, js fuch.a difpofition, 


as the haying formerly by loofer Aires, 
and (perchance ) wanton Sqngs, learn’ 
to Improve and to Command ones 
voice, is to the skill of Singing, thof¢ 


a al 


devout Hymgnes and. heavenly An- 


chomes,in-which the Chyrch-Milicang 

feems ambitious toemulare she Trium- | 
phant » and Ecche back the folemng | 
Praifes and. Hallelujahs of the Coele- | 
fiiall Quire. And , 98 by Hunting, | 
shough ( poffibly ) we follow bur fome | 
poore fugusive Hare» or fome fuch tri | 
fling game, wegain that Vigour, that | 
Sufferance, and Agility, shacfic us for | 
the Toyles 5 and Military hard={hips, 


~ that are exacted in the purfuit of Glo- 


ry, andof Empire: fo though in Love, 
(Devotipn’s Prentice-fhip) theCourted 
Creature be often inconfiderable e- 
nough, tomake our Elcdtions fic to be 


pumbered amongft fuch, . as thofe rhat 


made Loye be painted Blind 3 yer in 


the Prozrefle and Condu& of our paffi- 


~~ ons, we contrad fuch-dif-iprerefts and 


refign’d Habicudes, as, being preferr’d 
toferve Coeleftiall Objects ,. do excel- 
lently qualifie us for Devotion.And, in 


~ effect, a ferverit Love feems little elfe, | 


then 


Serapbick Love. at 


-shen Devotion mif-addreft , where our 


fer Ay “Owne very ‘expreffions may ferve to 


_-Aifabufe us; For, when yougive your 
‘Mirfteifs the ftyle of Goddeffe,and talke 

Of nothing to her, but Offering up of 

hearts, Adoring, Sacrifices’, Martyre 


rch ‘domes; does not all thisimply, that , 


slow bath 
x Kone fad 
at Vigout, 

, Thane 
cary hance 
 puriunt 
) chough In 
hip) thet 
scant 
+ Ele ions 
uch, asi 
ved Blind 
onduct of ou} 
scr Gi ner 
- as, betng P 
Qpiets » we 
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ove ens 


-though it be faid to her , ‘tis meant toa 
Diviniey : which isfo much the true 
and genuine Odje& of men’s Love ,that 


we cannot exale that paffion for any 
other, without invefting ic with the 
Notion and Attributes of God? As 
Children difclofe the inbred kindneffe 
‘they have for thofe Perfons, by calling 
the Babies , they moft doac upon, by _ 
their dear Mothers , or lov’d ‘Nupfes Exod. 325 ° 
‘Names, And as Aaron, and the revol- 5%" #2 5 
ting Jewes, by juftifying to themfelves latter of 
their Adoration of the Idols they had lider s 
fet up, by attributing the Title of God faid, that 
towhae they adord, did tacitly ac- the Feat 
knowledge Adoration to be due onely Thinti 
tothe Deity: fo,doesa Lover by na-nr), 
ming. what he Worthips, a Divinity, 7 Je, | 
‘tacitly confeffe 9 — . ie the peculiar 
roper Obje&, of thar higheftand pe- Name o 
ie ra of Worthip® i 
And this truth , Lisdamor, the very -¢ 8. - 
fickleneffe-of womens concurrs to coe: : 
2 Bo es, 


_ 2 


4 
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fie: for what men call and think, In- 


conftancy,is nothing but aChafe ofPer- _ 
fect Beauty,which our Love fruicleffe- 
~ Jy follows , and feeks in feverall Ob- 
— jeas , becanfe he finds it not entire in 


any one.3 for, Greacures have but {mall 


and obfcure fragments of it, which 


cannot fix nor fatisfie an Appetite, 
born for, and ( though unknowingly ) 


afpiring unto God: wha is proclaimed 


the truc and proper Objc& of our Love, 
as.well by. mens fickleneffe to. women., 
as the Angells conftancy to Him. Juft 
as the trembling reftlefiieffe of the Nee- 
dlein any bucthe North point of rhe 
Com sali aie eds from,and manifefts 
its-Inclination to the Pole, its Pafsion 
for which, borhits wavering and its 


__ reft, bear equall witneffe to. That unfa- 


tisfi'dneffe with tranficory fruitions, 
that men deplore as the Unhappinefs of 


-, their Nature, is indeed the Priviledge 
of irs as’ts the Prxrogative of men, 


and fuch fond Toyes as Chil 


“not tocare fer, or be capable of being 


pleaf’d with Whiltles, i apa 


— vpon, and make the fole objects of 


_ their Defires and Joyes. isin this 


ou may, Lixdamor, in fome degree 


al, ae a 


ne ee we ee el 


a eee eer eg yo ee 


ren doat °: 


— Amagine the unimaginable {uavity, { 
: that | 
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y, that che fixing of ones Love on God, is 
} ableto ble ffe ne Soul with, fiace by {0 
indulgent a. Father, and: Competent a 
( Judge, as God himfelf; the decr ce’d 
2 Uncontentingneffe of allorner goods 
i isthought richly repaired by its being 
¢ bucan Aprtneffe, to prove a Rife to our 
« Eove’sfetlingthere, 

«And hitherto, my deareft Lrndamor, 
« [have endeavour’d, to recommend un- 
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; to you Seraphick Love , ‘by mentioning — 


: fome of its Properties, which feem to 
relate more to the Love 1t felfe,; then to 
\ the divine Obje& of it. Buc I feare 
-you'l think, I have too long entertain’d 
-you with Contiderations ; which be- 


fides, thac they are nor a:rogether the 


importantelt, that belong to this Dif- 
courfe 5 Lhave been by haite reduc’d to 
Pen in the unaccurate Order , wherein 


they offer'd chemfelvcs to my thoughts, _ 


not the Method wherein I fhould have 

prefentedthemtoyours. . 
‘And therefore, Lindamor , fince the 

Nobleft and fupream Motives to the 


$ 106 


love of God, comfift in his own infi- © 


nite Perfe@tions and Prérogatives; and 
ince the. properties of God’s Love to 
1s do’ advantage us much more, (and 
onfequently are likelier to endear 
8 ‘EB 3°... Devotion 


et 
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-, Devotion to us ) than thofe of ours to 


him: The former not onely moving 
God to Kindle tn us, but to Cherifh 
and Foment , and, if our own wilfull 
extingtion interpofe not, to Crown the 
latter : forboth thefe reafons, I fay, 
Lindamor,\ doubt not, but you'l think 
it feafonable for me to proceed, to 


_ confider that higher fort of Motives to 


Devotion 3 and to evince, that the fe- 


-verall things, which are wont moft 


to Engage and Heighten our affedti« 


_ons, do, in a peculiar and tranfcen- 
dant manner, fhine forth, and con- 


ftellate in God: That,you know, which 
enamour'd you of Hermione, 1 need 
not prove to you, to have been. your 
fuppofing her full of Lovelineffe and 
Excellencies in her felf; and your be- 
lieving , that the Love fhe vouchfafed 
you was Great, Free, Conftant, or Ad- 
vantagious to you. And that all chefe 
propertics do not onely eminently ex- 


_. ft, but ilufrioufly concur in God, 


and in his Love; | muftnow, Lindamor, 
(with ftrong defires of doing it Prof- 
peroufly.) attempt to manifef. — 
Firft chen , our higheft love is made 
God’s dueby thcExcellencieandPrero- 
gative os his Nacure. Buc eruft me, Lis- 
aa | : | a dam). 


{ 


ome ee; 
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_ danmor 5 when. ¢ necesfitated by 4 Me- 
—thod, exacted by the nature of this 
difcourfe ) I find thy felf engaged ta 


SS 


fay fomething ; by, way of celebration © - 


ef Gods Perfeétions: J am very fenfi- 
ble, I can but Detra& from what I de- 
fice to Praife;:dnd mult uneévicebly ap. 
peare unable to fpeak worthily of a 
Theme,. to . which even Sexaphims 
themfelves cannot do.right. And itsas 
the Scriprure.affures us, rhofe things 


“neither fell under the Senfes nor en-— 


tred the Thoughts of men ,which God 
has referv’d ter. thofe that love him; 
how ineffable and incomprehenfible 
muft thofe things be, which he has re- 
ferv'd for himfelf ; the infinite Superi- 
ority of his Nature above all Created 
Be gs,placing,a va{t difparity betwixe 
his greareft communicated Vouchfafe- 
ments,and his Boundle{s,and theretore 
to creatutes Incommunicable, Per- 
feStions, = 7 


Wonder not therefore, Lindamor, 


that. my weak eyes dare not dwell 


1Cor.2.9. - 


long upon an Obje&, which they can-_ 


not ftedfaftly gaze on long, without 
being dazl’d : And do not matvaile, 
that | {cruple not, to ufe feeming Hy- 
‘perbohiesin the mention of perfectionsy 
me &. > B4 which 
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! which make the higheft Hyperbolies 
-buc Seeing ones. Both Gods Na- 
. ture and his:‘Werd declaring him to 
Neh, 9.ssbe exalied above all bleffing and pra:fe y 
If it were {cafonable, Lendemor, to en- 
\ tertain our felves bur with thofe attri- 
bures of God, which areLegible orCon- 
{picuous in the Creation, We might 
there difcern the admirable Traces of 
fuch immenfe Power, ftrch unfearch- 
able Wifdome, and fuch exuberant 
Goodncfle as may -juftly ravifh us to 
an amazement ac them and admira-__ 
tion of them. AndImuft needs ac- . . 
knowledge, Lindamer, that when with 
bold Telcfcopes, I furvay the old and 
newly difcovered Starrs and Planets 
that adorn the upper Region of the 
Worlds and when with excellent Mi- 
crofcopes I difcern in otherwife in 
vifible Objeéts the unimirableSubrlety 
of Naturce’s Curious Workmanfhip; ° 
And when, ina word, by thehelpof — . 
Anatomicall Knives, and the light of _ - 
_Chymicall Furnaces, I ftudy the Book 
of Nature, and confulr the Glofies of 
Arifotle, Epicurus, Paracelfus, Harvey, 
Helmoxt . and other learn’d Expofitors. 
of that inftruGive Volumne; I find 
my felf oftentithes reduc’d to exclaim 
e | with * 


¢ 
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withthe Pfalmift, How mantfold are Pf.104.24 
thy works, O Lord? inwifdom bag thon 
made them all, And when I have 
been lofing my. felf-in admiration of - 
what I Underftand butenough to Ad- 
mire,and not to Comprehends I am pf-- 
ten obliged to isiterrupt or break off 

~ my Enquiries by applying to the works 
of | Gods Creation, the Expreffion us’d. 

_ by St. Paul of thofe of his Providence, i 
O the Depth of the Riches both of the. wif- Romar. 
dome and knowledge of God| bow unfearch-33: 
able ave bis Judgments, and bis wayes un- 

traceable: And Exclamations of this 

Nature may the attentive Confi-. 

_ deration- of any orher of Gods Attri- 
butes defervedly produce. But having 
elfewhere treated. of this fubjeét in a 
Peculiar Difcourte: I fhall now, Lén- 
damor, invite you to confider withme 
how much You, and thofe that are 

_  Confcious to their having Vertue e- 

_ hough in themfelves to make them - 
prize it in others, are in Love with - 
Cato, Setpto, and thofe other Heroe’s 
that did enoble and almoft exceed — 
mankind upon the bare knowledge _ 
oftheir vertues ; although, from them 
wee derive no Perfonall ‘advantage — 
_. (their Death having numerous ages © 

ae oo Googlepreceded - 
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preceded our Nativity.) Since then we 


pay fo much difintéreft-Love tofome . 
ew 


faint and ill refin’d Vertues, that 


ne're did profic us : how much on {uch 


a Score, and at that Rate, fhould we 
Love him, who fo poffeffes All perfecti- 
ons, that each of his PerfeGions is In- 


finite2 Were you and I our own Cre- 


ators, Lixdamor, and wholly Indepen- 
dent upon God, without eitherNeed or 


Hope to tafte his Bountys his tative: 


Excellencies, and what he has. done 


for others, fhould furely ravith us and. 


enamour us of Him.. Though his Be- 
nefits to us did not: entitle him'to.our 
Love, his Effence ( the Source and only 


Motive of thofe Benefits) would give — 
_ hima right toit ; and though we ow'd 
him nought for what Weare,we yet ~ , 
fhould owe him Love for what He is. 


He is that glorious SunFrom whom(as 
beams) all created-petfeGions flow » 


and In whom they all concenter. To 

omit God’s Soveraign Majefty ( which 
places him fo high,thac.but to own for _ 
tim fo familiar and Iévelling an.af- 
fectien as Love much more to expect — 


tobe re-lov'd by hini,were not the leaft 
fawcis. Prefumprtion. mas. could be 


guiley. of, did aor his own Commands 


make ~ 


ya al = 
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make it.a Duty.) Not to infift on this, 1 


fay 5 Let us a while confider that 


proper and peculiar attraGive ofLove, 
his Lovelinefss which is fuch, thar, did 
we but once {ee ir, all Creature-com- 


petitions (evn we being Judges ) © 


would then be as Impoffible, as chey 
are now Ulnjuft, In the fifth Evange- 


‘> ) 


it’s prophetick Vifion, the Seraphims E%&. ¢. 7. 


themfelves, thofe glorious Ornaments - 


of the Coeleftiall Hierarchie,are re- 
prefented as covering their faces in 
Gods prefence, either blufhing at their 
Comparative Deformity, or unable to 


_ fuftain the unqualifi‘dSplédor of foDi- - 


'" @ 


vine pra ee perhaps it be- 
came of o ( 


d the Jewish fafhion (as fome. 
frequent Expreffions in their Writers 


intimate) when they wentto Pray, to 


Vaile their heads and faces: (though 
now [have in their Synagogues feen 


them only cover their heads, not cheit — 


faces, with thofe whice Garments 
_ they wear,at their publick devetions:) 
And, Lendamor,if Mofes’s face by buta. 


few deyes converfe with God, reflec- 
ted {uch a light as dazl’d mortall eyess, 
and if his fwift pofts,the Angels, when 


fent on Errants to us hete on Earth, 


even when thty may be fuppos'd( : 
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I. may fo fpeak) to weare their Travel- 
ling Cloaths, and ftoopasmuchto our =: 
frailty inthe Form, asintheRegion, 
they appear to usin, do, infpightof. «i 
thae darkning Condefcenfton,f{omuch __-- 
Tranfcend all Obje&s here-on Earth, : 
that the Scripture often mentions,That’ =; 
_even thofe that afpir’d to imitate their n 
Vertues, were confounded at their . 
Prefence : And if, in this vailing Ha- —s, 
bit they appear fo Glorious, that their _;- 
thus difadvantag’d Beauty is made - 
the Complement and Hyperbole of | 

thac Quality: what may we, orrather — 
what may we not, conclude of God . 
him(elf, of whomthe Scripture fays, 
Phal.og.g. He that planted the Eare thallhe notbear? - | x 
He that formed the Eye {ball be not fee 2 a 
That is, he that imparts a faculty or “i 


an Excellence tothe Creature, fhall =, 
nothe himfelf much morecminently — , 
peffcfle it 2 And in effeé,the moftune 
blemifhed Created Beauties arebue 
faint Shadows ( or trulier, Foyles ) of ' 
His. Thofe drops‘ of Prettineffe {car- : 


_ reringly {prinkled amoneft the, Crea- ; 
tures were defign’d to defecate andy, 
exalt our Gonceptions,not to inveagle ~ =, 
or deteine our Paffions; for, Goddid. “a 
ne’re intend them to terminate our: 4 

Gace Love. «.. 
f if} 
- 
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| Love,. but only by our Eyes to exale 
| ourFaith above them,and by the beau- 
| ttesy our fight can apprehend, to raife 
‘us to aConfidence;that there is in their 
Author more than we can either fee, 
| or. comprehend.Like Elzjabs fiery-Cha- s ging, ¢, 
| riots, though they be Pure and Bright? _ 
and confift of the beng a materi- 
alls, chey are meant by -God bucto 
_ carry us upto him. . And-as the Pa- 
triarch’s Steward. was furnith’d :with 
fo {umptuous an Equipage, to court __ 
Rebecca not for himlelfe , but for a. 
'- Ifaac 5 fo all-the Lovelinefle impars =” 
ted to the Creature, is.lent it, but to 
‘give us fome: more. enlarg’d concep- 
tions of thar vaft-Confluence and Im- 
menfity that exuberates inGod. To 
make the righteft ufe of Fadeing beate, 
ties, you muft confider God and them,.. 
as you were wont todo your Miftriffe’s 
-Pidture,and its.Cryftall Cover : where 
though that native Glaffe were pure 
_ and Lovely,and very richly edg’dy yer 
to gaze on it,was not the Chicfeft Bufi- 
ncfle of your. Eyes nor did you init 
Terminate your fight,but greedily look . 
' .Through and Beyond it, upon th’ ado- 
red Image, that-folid vail betray’d.Me- 
_ thinks, Serapkick and our common Loe 
\) vers behold exteriour beauties with 
ty. r , . 2 


7 
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der Galtleo’s Optick Glaifes, (with one = | 


- Serappick Love, 
a Difference refembling that , wherd- 
with Children and Aftronomers confi- 


of which Felefcoptoes , that I temem- 
ber I faw at Florence he merrily. boafted 
that he had, Trovate la Corte 4: Gene) 
which th’ one prizes moft , for what 

Appear 3 the other, for what they 
Difcover. For Children contenting 
themfelves to wonder at the Length, 
and fallin Love with the Workman- 


fhip, and Gildings of the Tube ,. do | 
thus but Gaze Upon them, whercas 


_Aftronomers Look Through them; and, 


$12. 


fcarce taking notice of the unufuall 
Ornaments, or the fhape, imploy them 
to find our unknown Lights inthe 


Skie, andcodefcry in Heaven bright: 


Stars, unfeen before, and other Ceele- 
ftiall Novelties and Beauties. 


I deny not, Lindamor , that God has -: 


been pleaf'd te adorn fome of his 


Creatures with Hints and Impreffes, “* 


as well of His Lovelineffe, as his other 
Excellencies; But they do much more 
faintly and imperfectly refemble him, 


than the Counterfeir Sun 5 we fome-. 


reflected Beams , fome dcure moderne: 
+ tae | Naturalifts S 


times fee in a Cloud , zmulates the | 


True one , by whofe Refra&ted or 


. 
a | 
' 


v) 
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| Natnralifts fuppofe is to be produc’d, 

For though, this Derivative Sun thine 

with 2 not-tncoafiderable Lufire, com- 
parasively to the reft of the dark Cloud — 

it ennoble’s, yet is it not anely as much 

inferigur to the true $un in Brightneffe, 

asin Height ; butitenjayes alene, a 

Precarions, Dependent, and almoft 
mAcatany Being, which often is lofes 

in a very Short time, and never gttaing 

| toprelerves very Long one. And there- 
fore, to neglec thar { upream Refplen- 
dency, thar fhines in (Ged , for thofe 
dimm Reprefensgtions of it, chat we fo 
doar on in the Creatures, is as prapo- 
fieroys and abfysd 3 as it were fora 

| Perfian to offer his Sacrifice to a Parhe- 

' lion, (as the Greeks call that Meteor ) _ 
inftead of adoring the Sun., And cer- 
tainly, Lindamor; it our dian fight, like — 
that of the Prophet’s Servant, who {aw , Xi 
the, Mountain near -Dathan cover’d27. 
with Horfes and Chariots of Fire, 
were privilede’d to difcern Invifible 
Objects 5 ourravifht Eyes would be- 
hold Lovelineffe enough in-Gad , to 

| make ys inceffantly exclaim,in the Lan- 

| guage of the Prophet 3 How great is | 
his Goadueffe , ang bow great bis Beauty > 2ach.gag 

| Agrecably whereunto, we may, ob- i 

| _ferve, 


ng ve . 


les 
Ww 
i. 
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ferve, That as the Load-ftone, doth at- 
tra& moft powerfully the: brighteft - 


Needles, made of the pureft Steel, and 
thofe chat moft approach its fo Angells, 
who of allCreatedBeings enjoy the un- 


cloudedft light &the moft clear know= ~ 
ledge of theirMaker,do love himwitha_ ° 


Conftancy fo fix’t,that in five thoufand 
and: fome odde Centuries of: yeares, 
(eflux’t fince the Creation) they could 
never fee any thing , either in God, or 


outofHim, Capable to'feduce them — 


toa Change. Gods Lovelinefs,(which ° 
isfuch , that theeternall Fruition of * 


himfelfe , Create sev’n His felicity) 
is like rare Mafick, which though itdo 
delight allits partakers , the know- 
ing’ft Artifts Ain do highlieft value; 
and are moft ravifh’e with ; The Tranf-- 
ports it produceth, being proportion’d 
to the degrees of the Skillfulneffe of its 
admirers, The Apoftate Spirits indeed 


deferted cheir firit Scation, not frighted ; 


thence by any blemith they defcry’d 


in God 5 but probably fell by afawcy © 
_ affe@ation of a Parity, and (as Divines | 


tellus) a Sacrilegious afpiring to Per- 


feGtions, which they were criminally: 
— unable ra behold, without withing 


them their owne, “And for their pre- 


fent : 


| 


the reafon, why God tells Aéafes, Those 


OCraphicR Love, 


fent feparation from God, 18 is their: 
Curfe and Punifhmene : And_T hall: 
ingenuoufly.confefle to you  Lindamor ,’ 
that by the: advantagious Idea’s Fen-. 
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tertain’d of Gods PerfeQiohs 5 Ihave -:_ 


been fomietimes inglin’d.co: think 5 thac 


xod, 33; 


cant not fee my face’, for there fall». 


J 


aa) 


no man fee me, and live, might be, tha 
(as Tranfcendent Objects deftroy the 
Senfe) fo. Lovely and Glorious.a fight, 
(whofe Continuance thall.make our: 
Happinefle in Heaven ) would: let in: 
Joyes, and would create Defires 5:too. 
mighty for frail: Mortality to fuftain 3. 
The ravifh’t:Soul , being fhown fuch: 


Game, as That, would bate fo.eagerly,: 


. that fhe would break thofe Leaches 
' that tye her to the Bodie, (and thereby, 
; hinder her flight tothac wifh’r union) 


and che glad Heart, (too narrow a Re-. 


ceptacle for fo much Joy) to make: 


room fer {uch Guefts , would ftretch: 


unto a Rupture. Longing or Joy, have. 
fometimes fingly reach’e eprees, thac ' 
‘have made them Farall; An 


why then 


fhould their Union infuch Extreams , -. 


be though uncapable of producing the . 


hike effe& 2 Nor is it perchance morea:. - 


Priviledge of thenext Life, thar we? - 
me Feo fhall © 


wey OP PEN, Say Pe a 
fhall: then {ee Gad.s than , that wé . . 
fialifurvive that glorious Sight:whichr 
is too dazling an Obje& for Martalk - 
Eyes, till (to ufe St. PawPs Expreflion) 
1 Cor, 15.0%: mertall Part. bave put. on Immorta= 
$4 ty.) But Emauft na longer lofe may felé 
., ~:in.a Theme., on which it is fo eafie ta 
.2"fpedk Much:,, and fo impoffiblerofay  , 
nough: Jf} be pot very much mifta-. 
ken, they are fo; who prefume to give 
_ us farisfa&oty Definitions of Gods Na- 
ture , .which ‘we may ‘perhaps: more 
{afely défine, by the Impoflibility of its 
being. accurately defined; And I muft 
confeffe., -} do the: leaft expect the befk 
Defcriptios of the Divine Nature from 
thofe, that aremoft forward, totake 
upon them to explicate it: For our. 
| Words being’but the Reprefentations. . 
of our Notions,and they being necefia- 
rily Finite, as our Being; few men sre 
(me-thinks) more likely tobe miftaken. - 
in the Nature of what's Infinite, (and, 
_ confequently of Gods Artributes) than 
thofe that think Defcriptions can com- 
prize ir. Nor will an Affiduicy and 
Conftancy of our Speculations herein 
relieveus; For too fix’t a Contempla~ 
tion of Gods.Effence,does but the more , 
Contound ws, As I remember, St. Paul 
ee Toes 7 tells - 
| a 


Bove. 


-tells the Jewes, that he could not fee for 
“the Glory of that ight, chat fhene from 
“Heaven abouchim at his Converfion. 
-And this the famous Simonides experti- 
‘mentally found,who being ask’t, What: 
%God was , tooka dayes tinie to confi- 


der of it; after being call’d upon for his 


‘anfwer, he defir’d cwo dayes longer to 


think upon itj.and,when they were'ex- 
‘pir’d ,' demanded four dayes longer; 
and fo continu’da great while , each 
‘time encreafing his Demands for Re- 
{pice : till, bein preft to givean Ac- 
count of fuch a Biiatory way of pro- 
ceeding, he ingenuoufly acknowledg'd; 
that the longer he Confider'd: GodsNa- 


ture, the le(s he Comprehended it.And 


indeed , Experience teacheth us» that 
they , chat gaze ftedfaftlieft on the noon 
dayes Sunne , can leaft of all difcern 
what it is,being rather Dazl’d,then’In- 
ftiructed by fo confounding an Object 5 
Nor is it onely, Lizdamor , a task of too 
great Difficulty fora mere man, per- 


A&. 12, 
6; It. 


fely toExplicate'that Incomprehenfi- ° 


ble Nature of God , to which nothing 
but his own InfraiteUnderftanding can 


be adequate. But, me-thinks, even to | 


Celebrate Gods perfe&tions, cannot be 


fen 


¢ 


fobérly attempted without-a very “ee 
es si — F 2. | e 


«@6 


fenfe of a‘'mans own Unworthineffe 
and Incapacity. For,.the fame Excel- 


Jencies that furnifh us with Praifes,do — 
-tranfcend them. And the fruitfulneffe - 
of the Subje& may. as well deterr, as 
invite our Pens; fince, as we are fure. 


we fhall noc Want. Theme, fo we are 


. certain, we cannot: Dignifie ir, And for 
My part, Lindaméy, though my Sub- 

__ .je&e exadted of mé , the Praifes I have 

- endeavoured to afcribe to God, yet — 


I fhould have thought it requifiite , ra- 


_ther to decline the Laws. of Method, 
. than be reduced to derogate from what 


I would extoll: ifthe Neceffity of De- 


. tracing fram God’s Perfections, were 
. not equall to char of Mentioning them; 
_and if that Neceflity were not asGlo- . 
rious to God, as greater Praifes than 


we are able to afcribe him, could be. 


But, Lindamor, having thus done right 
-tomy Method, though I could not ro. 


my Theme, | {hall onely invite you to 
imitate with me thofe Perfians, thac 


"adored the Sun, though the light he 


lent them ferv’d bue to make the 


, fource of ir admired, and not to pry 


into his abRtrufe Effence withir. And : 


. though J might fay much more cone 


.cerming God’s Perfc&tions, I muft. 
ae | hence+ .. 


) 
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henceforth think Silence the propereft 7 
Languagel can now employ ; for "tis 
Silence that beft expreffes our wonder: 
and, {ure, wonder 1s never more feafo- 

nable,then when Ged is the Obje@; A 

proftrare Veneration being the fafeft 

Apprehenfion ot Him, that is Incom-" 

prehenfible. | | 

_ Havingthusconfidered, Lisdamor, = 
', how fit an Obje& God. is, of our ¢ 13. 
’ higheft Love., for what he isinHim- — 

felf 3 Let us now proceed to derive 

furcher proofs of chefame Truth,from 
what heis toUs, (that your = ) 
* tude may contend with your Reafon, 
- which fhall more heighten your Dc- 

, votion) and we hall find in the Vaft- — 
 heffe , Freeneffe, Dif-intereftneffe , 
Conftancy , and ‘“Advantagioufneffe 
~ Of his Love to us , that. more — 

than All the Love we can pay him, 

big bue alittle Part of chat we owe 

im. | 

But for che firft Atcribuce, we have 
affigned his Love (the Greatneffe of it) 
it being a Generall property, diffufed =>. 
, through all thereft, and confpicuous 
in them, it requires nottobetreatedof. 
apart. ; Bh 

. We thallthen proteed tothe Free- 
|. | | a Sr nefie 8 
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neffe or unmeritednefie of God’slove 5 


To believe which, ftrangely vaft, we 
need but confider-, that we fo little | 


could at firft Deferve his love , that he © 
lov’d us even before we hada beeing =. 
And our Felicity, in his Decrees , pre- 
ceded our Exiftence in this world. God 
lov’d you numerous ages before you 
were 3; and his Gaodneffe is fo entirely 
its own Motive, that even your Crea~ 
tion (fince when alone,you can pretend 
to merit his love ) is the Effe& of it. 
This Beneficalone were {ufficient , to 
render God the Obje& of our Love 5 
though We were that of his Averfion. 
For a the Perfians ador’d the Sun, 
even when it f{chorch’d them ) we 
efteem our felves obliged to Love and 


honour our Parents , in iPighe of their . 


being wicked and unkind 5 though 
they be but God's Inftruments in our 
‘Produ@ion, and made us what we 


were born, not Arbitrarily, but ino 


vertue of his Ordination. But God, 
to confer on us,in the moft excellent 
and endearing manner, the bleffing 
. promifed to his antient People ,. when 
, a vouchfafed to affure them, that be 


| Hol 14-4 would love them freely, was pleafed to 
. Jove us, not onely when we were not 
; : 7 , 4 


at 


 commendeth brs Love towards us, in that’ 
while we were yet finners Cheift dyed for = :- 
us: Thacis, when we wanted all Mu- ae 


Seraphickh.Love,-- aT 


at all, but when we were his Enemies: ° 


If when we were enemies (faith St. Paul.) Rom.s.10 


we were reconetted toGod by-the death of bis: 
San, Sc. Our inexiftence indeed was a: 
condition , wherein hothing in us was. 
capable of being a: Motive. of. God’s 
Love: but our Enmity proceeded fur-! 
ther , and made us Worthy of his De-: 
teftation ; as if his Love were nothing, . -, | 
unlefft ic Vanquifh’d Obftaclesjas well) 
as Wanted Motives, This gave the. 


Apoftlé a juft caufe to fay ,.thar. God om, ‘8. 


\ 


tives to invite his Love, unkfle our. 

very Want of them fhould.paffe for 

orie. And how. did God expreffe his: 

Love unto us’? Even by the Gift of che | 

Son of his loves For God fo loved the : 
world, (laies the divine Token of his op, 3.16, 
Love) that he gave his onely begotten, Son, 
And ‘how did that Son love it? He | 


- faies che Apoftle ) being in the form of 


God, thought st no robbery to bé equall mth. 


Gods but made limfelf of no veputatzon Phil. 1.6, 


and took upon him the. form of a fervant,””* 


nd- was mads tn the likenefe of men. And 
«being found in falbion as aman, bebum= - 
_ bled hsmfelf 5 and became obedient unto 


EQoole death, 


2 SerephichLawe, 
death., even the death of the Crofe. That 
" ..4S, That he would love at no leffe Rate 
than Death; and from the {uperemi- 


abas’d himfelf to: the fufferance of the 
extreameft of Indignities, and funk 
himfelt to the bortrom of Abjeéted- 
neffe , co exalt our condition to the 
Ifa. 53. 5.contrary Extream. He was wounded jor 
our tranigrefions , be was bratfed fer our 
snigqusttes, the chaftifement of our peace 
was upon bim , and with bis Stripes we ave 
bealed,faies the Prophet. For ye know the 
2 Cor, 8. ~ of our Lord Fefos Chrefty that though. 
9 he was rich , yet for your fakes be became 
poor, tbat ye through his poverty might be 
made rich , {aies the Apoftle. Men ha-- 
ving difpleafed God, and confequent- 
ly forfeited all right and Natural! Pof- 
_ fibility co happineffe ; even whilft they 
: —— the Forlornneffe of their 
condition , by the Lethargy'of not be- 
_ ang fenfible of it, and were as carcleffe 
‘to feck means of recovery, as they had 
been. unable to devife them of them- 


nent heighth of ae 2 ftoopt and- 
u 


~— felves: Eventhen, his reftleffe Love 


would never be arquiet, till ic had fet 
his Omnipotence on work y'to contrive 


Expcdicnts, and find ont a way to re- — 


_, eoncile his Juftice and his,Mercy , in 


5 


‘v - 4 ih : ; fecone : 
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reconciling Sinners to Himfelf. And 


this mercifull Defigne,by the Incarna- 


tion of his Son, he profecuted in a way 
fo Worthy of Himfelf, 8 fo Advanta- 


gious tous, thac our juft wonder atic ~ 
_ may. keep us from having any , to. 
| find chat, as St. Peter informs us, the 
| very Angels ( prompted queftionlcffe, 


3 


by a Religious Curiofity ) ardently de- + pec, 5. | 


fire to look snto.thofe Divine Myfte- «2. 
‘ries. find it hotly difputed among 


Divines,(not onely betwixt the Socini- 


- ans, and the Orchodox , but betwixe 


Orthodox and Orthodox) Whether or — 


no God could, without violating: his 


_ juftice, have devifed any other Courfe 


_, up for.us thac 


P 


tor the Expiation of Sin, than the Paf- 


 fion and Death of Chrift. But, without 


venturing to Determine , whether or 
no God Could, to Redeem us, have 
chofen any oshier way, We may fafely 


liging and moft endearing way, dif-, 


Sin, and the greate 


aying in this. Divine Manner of ref- 
cuing us , the fevereft Juftice, andthe _ 
higheft Mercy ; the greateft Hatredof — 
Love to Sinners: 
‘Since by tho eunequald’ & unvalua- 
ble Sufferings, to whichhe delivered 
Son, who is fo nearunto | 
. : him, 


think, that he Has chofen the moft ob-.- -.- 


4 
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him, thathe truly faid, / asd the Fa- 
ther are one, He at. once manifefted 


both how: much he Hated Sin , which 


he fo heavilyPunith’d in the Perfon,he 
moft Lov'd, though that Surety but a- 
dopted it, to free men from the Infup- 
portable vengeance of it, and How 
much he Lov’d Sinners by giving up 
what he fo lov’d fora Ranfome of 
thofe, that were guilty of what he fo 
hated. And therefore our Saviour, 


fatis 
cious Jews of his being their promis’d 


CMeffiab, would not decline death to — 
_ convince them .; And, though he had 


not feldom done fo muchto make him- 


 felf the Obje& of their Faith, would 


not be invited from the Croffe; though 
the chief Priefts atid Scribes them- 
felves faid, at his Crucifixion, Let bim 


‘7 bim now come down from theCroffe, and we 


willbelieveonbim: And Chrift, to con- 


~ vince the World of their unablenefle 


to emerge and recover out of that deep 


_ Abyffe, wherein the Load of fin (which 


Heb.r2.1, in Scripture is call’d 4 weight ) had pre- 


_ ‘years of ficknefle had made the Dif- 
ea | cafe | 


cipitated fallen Man, came not into | 


the World untill. well nigh 4000. 


a he did fuch great things to. 
e the unbelieving and contuma- 
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eafe ct eer and the cure almoft — 

Hopeleffe, So inveterate an obgina- 

cy at once widening the Diftance be- 

twixr God and Man, and proclaiming 

the latter’s Difabjlity, to finde by his. 

own wifdom Expedients of Re-union: 

Thus Chrift heal’d and difpofti'd a 

dumb perfon, who was able to make Mat.9.32. 

entreaties but by theDifability of pro- 

nouncing them { and might truly fay - 

to the fecure World, / am found of 

them that fought me not: And when 

our Saviour Was come into the wret- | 

ched World, of all che numerous Mi- > «: 

racles recorded in the Gofpel,he fcarce 

did any for his own private Relief: 

And tofhew, chat, as he endured his — 

Sorrows for our fakes,that dy bis ripes ila. 53. 3. 

we might Le bealed ; fo-were the Joyes, 

hetafted inRelation tolls. We read nor * 

( which-is highly obfervable ) in the 

whole Gofpelt that ever. he Rejoyc’d 

but once; and that was, when his re- 

turn’d Difciples inform’d him, that - — 

— had Victorioufly chef'd Devslls yyy. 10, 

and dzfeafes out'of oppreffed Mortallss 

and that by his Authority men had © 

,, been difpeffefs'd of: both the:Temptor 
and Punithment of Sin. He converft 

among his Gontemporaries with Ver- 

: eS tues 


Ifa, 6g. 1. 


- hee, 223 
24. 


_ Mae.3.12-ti0n chat afcrib’d them to the Devil, 8 | 
| Return’d him withfo unexampled an | 


lfa.53.12. 
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tues as well attefting, what he was, as 
Prophecies or Miracles could dos and, 


to teach Man, how much he valu’d © 
Him above thofe Creatures, that man 


makes his Idols, he often altered and 
{ulpended the Courfe of Nature, for 
mans Inftru@ion, or his Relief, and 
revers’'d the Laws, eftablifh’d inthe 
Univerfe,to engage Men to obey thote 
of God, By doing miracles fo nume- 
rousand greats that the Jews Unbelic£ 
may be almoft counted one. Yet were 
thofe wonders wrought for a Genera- 


Ingratitude,that’cis not cheLeatt of his 
wonders that he would vouchfafe to 
work Any of them for fuch blafphe- 


-mous wretches: who’ were indeed, as 
fome of the latter. Jews have too truly 


fiyI’d .chemfelves , in relation to 
their fathers, Chometz ben ya yx , 


Vinegar the Child of Wine, a’moft — 
degenerate Off-{pring of Holy Proge- 


nicours:'He fuffered fo much for them, 
that made him do fo, that he fuffered 
the addition of Mifery of being 


thought to fufferDefervedly and be was -- ’; 


numbred with the Tranfgreffors, And 


though . 


‘ 


a 


9 
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though he Liy'd as mucha Miracleas 


any heDid,yet did his condition fome- 


¢ my 


times appear fo Defpicable and for- 
Jorn, that men could nor kriow his _ 


Deicy,but by his Goodnefs swhich was 


too Infinite-not to be long Incammuni-. 
cably toGod. ' ‘And: though ‘twere 


once a faying of our Saviour's, Greater 
Love bath no man than this, shat 4 man 


lay down bis life for bis Friends, Yet is 


Joh.t3.13 


hot , what is {aid: of the Love here. | 


mention’d, tobe underftood of Love 
Indefinitely or generally confidered, 
but onely of-the fingle Ads or Ex- 
preffions of amans love to his friends 
Compar'dbetwixe themfelves, And fo 
the alleaged paffage {eems to. mean 
buc this, thar among the fingle AGs 
of kindneffe to a mans friends, there 
is noc any One more highly expreffive 


ofa reall and fincere Love, than to 
pare with onesLife for their fakes. This 
Text therefore would not beindefi- - 


| applyed tothe affection of Love 
it felfe, as ific could not poflibly be 
greater then is re 
Conteat or Will 
{riends3 for he that facrifices befides 
his Life,his Fortune alfo, his Children 
& his Reputation,does thereby exprefs 


uifitetomakeaman 
ing to dye for his — 


more . 


ww 


eile aistt meas 

SS _ er id do 

parting wich his Life only for them, 
ease Siar is. forward co dye: for 
thofechat Hard hin, or,at leafi,kriow 
him -not.; difclofes: a: more plentiful 
and exssberant Stock of Love; therf he 
that does the fame ‘kindneffe, byt for 
thofe chat: Love him.. And thus our 


Saviour would be underftood, unleffe 


we. would fay, that he Out-pradif'd 
whathe Taught: for,he came to lay 
down ' His life 

and(likethe kind Balfome Tree,whofe 
healmp-wounds weep “ Soveraigne 
Balm .to: Cure thofe ttiat made them J 


he. refus'd otto Dye for thofe ‘that | 
Kill’'d him,and Shed his bloud forfome. x 
of them thae Spilt tr. And.fo little © 
was his, injur’d: Love tothe ungrateful | 


World difcouraged or:impait’d by the 
L Entertainment, he met with in 
it; that, after he:had fuffer’d from wrer: 


--ched men, for whofe fakes he left Hea- 
_ ven to become capable of fuffering : 


fuch barbarous Indignities, as might 
have made bare Punifhments appear 


Mercy, and ev’n Cruelty itfelffeem. 


no more than Juftice'¥ when I fay, to 


hope for fo much as his. Pardon were” 


Prefumption 5 he was pleas’d to Cre- 


ev’n for. his Enemies, | 


ate ‘ 


— 


yi 
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ateConfidence of no. lefs: chan. HisLove, 
Avertue, Nor think it, Zéndamor, ime 
pertinent to our prefent Theme, rhat 
I infift {fo much on :what Chrift has 
Done and Suffer’d for us,fincelichim-: °° * 
{elf informes us ;.that He and. his Fae see: ayy 
ther are one. And :fome iof the Texts Job.14.v. 
already mention’d have raughtus thar” °° ** 
‘cwas an effe& allo of God's love 0 | 
the World, That ‘He. gave hes. onely be- job, 3.16. 
gotten Son to Redéem it; and, That | 
God: commendeth bis Love towards us 1 Rom. 5.8, 
thatywhsle we were yet Sinners, Chri St dyed 


for us.. WWhereforé TI thall: without | 


Sctuple proceed ; to: obferve to. you, 
That fo treeis Chrift’s DileGion, that. 
the grand condition of our Felicity.is  ~ 
our Belief, that he is difpos’d to make. - 

us Happy on Tearms, not onely {4 Ho~ 
nourable to him, bur fo Advantagious 

to us, that, f was about tofay y Thae 
poffibly Faith ic felf would fcarce.be 
exa&ed,as Requiftre to our happineffe, 

bur chat the Condition does increafe 

the Benefit, by votchfafing us. bold 

and early Anticipations of it $-.For , 

Faith being ( as the Apoftle tearms it )Heb,t1.2 | 
the {ubjiance of thtngs hoped for, and evt- | 


dence (or, conviction. } of things not feen 


wafcts our Joys to ‘this fide of the. 
a ud .. Grave, 


. 
‘ 
eee us 
. : 


VO APINCK £0C0C, 
_ Grave;bows. Heaven down tous , till - 
~~» our freed Spirits can foar up to Hea- : 
“yen and does us fucha fervice, as the - 
Jewith Spies did to their Country- ; 
-Numb.13 men, by: bringing. them over , to this : 
*3 27-.« fide Jordan into the Wilderneffe, fome - 
+ «of the-pleafant:and delicious Fruits : 
'* "of the bleft Land. of Promife. Ifaid, | 
Lindamor, that Faich was the grand : 
Condition required ., in God's free - 
Grant of Eternall Life.’ Not thac I . 
«would afcribe any thing to a Lazy, 
P ataaet diet Barren Faith, in oppoe - 
— fition to that lively and a@ive one, . 
which is called by the Apoftle, zisis . 
sale. 6,8) Cems Ein; Faith operating -by 
3al.g. 6. : 

~ Loves fince Iam informed by St. fames,. : 
Jan.2.a6, that the Divorce of Faith and Works . 
is as Deftrudtive to Religion, as that , 
of Souland Body is to Life : But that. 
Iwas willing tomind you,that though , 
_ true Faith (which cries like Rachel, , 
Gen. 30. Give me childven or elfe die) beeverthe , 
pregnant Mother of. good Works; -yet _; 
~ are not thofé Worksthe Caufe, buc_ , 
the Effe&ts and Signes of God’s fift , 
‘Lovetous, (however afterwardsthe  , 
| Children may Norfe. their Parents.) _ . 
As, though the Needle’s pointing at~., 
the Poles be , by being an Effed, an | 

- = Ee | Argument « 


——. 
™_- 


Poa 


| verapnicR Lové, . Br 
_ Argument of its having been Invi - 
va by the Loadline > or fark 
Influence from fome other Magnetick .. 
Body yet isnot that Refpe&tuntothe . 
North the Caufe, but the Operation 
of the Iron’s being drawn by the at- 
tractive Mineral, Thas art good, and pay ay: 
doft goody {aies the Pfalmift to his Ma-68, ~~ 
ker. The Greatnefle of his Goodneffe. 
is thac which makes it Ours nor doth 
“He do us good, becaufe that We are 
good, bur: becaufe He is liberally fo $ 
as the Sua fhines on Dunghills, noc’ 
out of any Invitation his beams find 
there, butbecaufe it ishis Nature, to . 


be diffufive of his Light; yet with this 


difference, that whereas the Sun’s 


_ Bounty, by being rather an Advantage 


tous than a Favour, deferves our Joy , 

and not our Thanks, becaufe his Vi-°* 

' fits are made defignlefly., and without 

any enpicen intention of addrefle, = 
(by fuch a bare Neceffity of Nature, _ 

as thac which makes Springs flow out 

into Screams,‘ when their Beds are 

too narrow to contain’ the renewed _ 
water, that doth inceflantly {well the | 
exuberant Sources: ) God, on. the con- 


ve trary, for being Neceffarily kind, is not 


t 


Kefic Freely or Obligeingly fo, to you 
"a Goo o£ 


\ 
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or me ; for, though {ome kind of Com- 


-younicativenefle be Effentiall.ro his ~ 


Goodnefs,yet his Extenfion of ic with- 
out Himfelf,and his V ouchfafeing it to 
‘this or that particularPerfon,are pure- 
ly Arbitrary. To omit his Love to 
the namberleffe Ele& Angells; the 


— ftri& Relations betwixe the perfons 
-of thé Bleffed Trinity, fupplying God 
with internal! Objeéts, which im- — 


ploy’d his Kindnefle before the Cre- 
ation, and Himfelf being able to allow 


‘his Goodneffe the Extent of Infinity 


for its Diffufion. But( having glanc’d 
at this oncly by the By )we may yet 
further admiringly ob erve, Thats 


whereas men ulually, give freelicfts - 


where they have not given before, and 


make it both the. Motive and the Ex- 


*cufe of their defiftance from Giving 


any more, That they have Given alrea- 
dy: Gods bounty hatha very diffe-— 
rent Method ; for he ufes to give, be- 


caufe he Hath given, and, that he May 
give, Confonantly to which, when 


the revolting /{raelites had broken the — 
. Contents, whilt Mofes was bringin 


them the Tables of the Lavv; -and ha 


thereby provok’d the Incenf’d Giver® 


efit, to thoughts of afudden Extirpa- 


1, tion‘ 


__ Setapbich Lope. $3. 
“tion 6f fo ingeatefull and rebclhiows a 

| Péople,we may obfétve, That, where-. 

as God, as unwilling to remember his 
fornic® Goodnefle to’ them, {peakin 

to Afofes; calls them , Th People whic _ 
thou breughtest out of the land of Egypt: Exod. 32. 
Mofes ; on the other fide, t engage” | 
God to the new Mercy of aPardon, 

' reptefents to God his former Mercy 

to them, dadcalls them: Ged’s People , 

- which he brought forth out of the land of yer 1;- 
‘Egypt, with gréat- power, and a mighty © 
baad. And fo conlpicuousin theEter- ~~ 

hall Sottwasthis Property of theMer=- 
cifull Father, that when fick Lazeras’s 
Sifters implored his Refcue for their — 
exfpiring Brother , the Motive they 
imploy, and which Profpered their | 
addrefles, was, Lord, bebold , (not, he Jobatt.s: 
who loveth thee, bur ) hé whom thouloe 
veft, fick. And as he takes the firft In- 
— ducements of his Bounty fromHimfelfs 
— fo dohis former Favours both invite - 
and give rates to his fucceeding Blef-. 
fings And there is reafon for it: for his 
- pure love being all the Merir, by 
‘-which Man can pretendto the EffeQs. -* 
. Of his Bounty; it isbutjuft, that che = 
degree of his Love fhould.proportion 
—thofe Favours, which ’tis our oncly 
pe G2 ». title 
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" ‘Fitle to; and that God’s Liberality 
fhould as well. afford Meafures as 
Motives to it felf. : 

g14, . NorisGodslove lefle Dif-interefs'd,, 

than Free. His grand Defigne upon us, 
. isbusto make us Inftruments and par- 
‘takers of His Glory, and tw bring us to 
everlafting Happineffe by a Way that: 
does as well elevate and dignifie our © 
Nature 5 as the Condition, referv’d for 
us, will. His Method of faving us, if but 
~ comply’d with, does here, as the Apo- 

' Cotta. file fpeaks , fit us forthe Inberttance of 
the Sarets in Light. ‘We being made . 

2 Pec. 1. (as St. Perer {peaks ) Partakers of the 

Divine Nature, having efcap’d the cors 

ruption shat 1s in the world through 
Lu§t; Sothat thefe things, wherein ~ 
_ the nobleft of the Philofophers plac’d 
their Felicity,ferve but toQualifie and 
Prepare Chriftians for that Higher 
Blefledncfle,that is referv’d by God for 


thofe that love Him; and cannot, but be I 
' heighten’d and endear’d by the Value, I 
which Graces and Vertues‘had given. é 
men on Earth.forfucha NobleandRa- — & 
tionall kind of Happineffe, asisappor- ft 
tion’d to them in Hcaven.. What ends i 


_canhe have upon us, whofe Goodnc fle “> 
and hig Bleficdneffe are both Infinite 2 


He -.- 


 Serapbickh Love, = Bg 
He was unconceivably Happy (inhis «= = - 
own Self-fufficiency) before the Crea- 
tures had a Being; and {ure that felicity 
: that needed not Themfelves to be {u- — 
pream,needs nothing,that they can Jo, , 
Nor was it his Indigence, that forc’c 
- him to make the World, thereby to 
make new Acquifitions , but his Good-. 
-  neffe, that preft him to manifeft, and to 
“  aimpatt his Glory; and the goods,which _ 
he fo over-flowingly abounds with.. 
— ‘Witnefs his Sufpenfion of the World's 
Creation, which certainly had had an 
earlier Date 3 were the Deity capable 
of Want,and the Creatures of Supply- 
| 
| 


$4 


ing it. St. Paul inhis Epiftle to /¢mo- 
thy, ftyles God , Mance/@’ which wer Tim, 1, 
' tranflate, The Befed God, but may per-'* - 
haps more properly be rendred,The bap- _ 
py Ged: and elfe-where in the fame _ 
Bpiftle, he truly-cals him, The Happy.as 5 1m & 
. well as Onely Potentate, God(fayesthe “~ ... 
_ Apoftle ) That made the World and all A&2724 
‘Thangs therein , feeing that He is Lord of *» a 
»  Beaven'and Earth, dwelleth not Gc. As 
though. He needed any thing, fectng that 
He geveth to all, Life and Breath, and all 
Things. And, In Him, we live,and move, 
| © and bave our being. And indeed, foco- | 
herent in the mind of a mere Man, that _ 
ey = G3 =~ does 
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does but Confider and Underftaad the” 
Import of his owne Notions, isthe be- — __ 


liefe.of Gods Happineffe , po that of °° | 


His Beeing,that ] remember sheEpicy: — 
rean, Lucretius him{clfe , ev’n in that. 
impious paffage » where he denies di- 


__ vine Providence 3 and in a feeming, 
but injurious Complement,would un- 
der the pretence of EafingGod,Deprive 
Him of the Government of the World; 
_ does yet confeffe, that the Divine na- 
ture muft neceflarily enjoy. fupream 
.and endlefle Tranquillity, adding, { to 
-bring this ro our prefent purpofe ) chat 
‘tiSy 7 . cn 
~--Pyivata dolore omni private pericliss 
Ipfe {uis 


A 


rs. 


_ That from ll griefs and dangers of 
. them freed, . 
Rich init felfe, ichas of us no need. 
Or, if you will have him Speak af the 


gods in the Plurall, like a heathen: Po-’ | 


-€C, that 


Fer 3 


pollens oprbus, nebilindige ne- © 


a s Re eae ee aN ee #2 

h Far above griefs aud danger, thofe bli. 
$ .  — Powers, i “ 
(“ ——— ‘Reclep thety Native Goods , need none 

af ors. 2 


3 Amuch Nobler Poet tells us, That. . 
«the Earth ts the Lord’s , and the fullneffe Pia 24.1 
- thereof,theworld,and they that dweltberetp; | 
Agrecably wheceunto,that GreatGodthat Prov.26. 
farmed all things, (as, in qur Tranflation 
the Scripture calls him.) {ayes in one of 
the Pfalms, If were hungry, Lyould apt pr. 


—_ 


tell thee, for the World is mine, andthe ful}- 
neffe thereof, His Ubiquity excludes al 
*  wifhes of Remooye,: by making his E{- 
| fence, uncapable of Exclufion ; For 
_. -Whither hould hedefire to Tranfpore 
himfelfe, that.is Eyery where, and can | 
with himfelfe in noplace , . where he is 
“not already 2 His Sufficiency is fuch, 
that he can fee no goods 5° byt what he 
Gives,orHath( or rather both beftowes _ 
and poffeffes) his Plenty being founex- 
hanfted a {pring of goods, that his liber - 
rality doeslcffe impoverifh God, than. 
the Suns light does him ; or imparted 
knowledg, impairs the Teacher’s ftock. 
And therefore, though Se. Famesdove- 
* ry juftly call God, That Father of Lights, rn 1 yp; 
_ Who isthe beftower.of. every good and” * 
oo _ G4 ~~ every 


eae ® 
\ 
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every perfe& Gitt ; yet the Friend of 
God, Cas the Scripture calls Abrabam )} 
and that Royall Prieft, ( whom the 


ooo Writer to the Hebrewes teaches us to 


Heb.3.1. 


~ Gen, 14. 
18, a2. 


have been fo illuftrious a-Type of Him, 
whom he calls The brgh Prieft of our pro= 
fefion) do both of them in the fame 
Chapter ftyle him the Poffeffowr of Hea= 
ven 6nd Earth. No,no, God needs not 
beg From, or covet, Inthe Creatures 
fhallow ftreams , thofe goods, of which 
he not onely Hath , but Is che Source. 
Our greatcft Services to our Creator 


mutt be to Difcharge our felves, not to 


, Advantage him,nor as thinking to adde 


any thing to a Felicity,which were not 
Infinite, could it admit Encreafe ; Our 
higheft Performances, though they be 


_ Dues, amountnor unto Tribures, but 


are rather like thofe pepper Corns of 


Rent, which Free-holders pay,not with 


hope or with intent to enrich their | 


Land-lord , but to acknowledge, that 


they hold all fromhim. When we ad- 


mire theSun , our Seeing of his light 


doth not Increafe ic ,."it makesitnot | 


Greater,bur only irmakes it Ours; and 


_ when weturn away or fhurour eyes 


. and isnot. at all darkn’d or impairds 


thar glorious Planet fuffers no Eclipfe, 


nor 


1’ 


. 
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, nor doth He thereby lofe his light , : 
bur We:The Eafinefs of the application 

requires, and excufes its Omiffion. Jf 
thou finneft Layes Elthuin Job) what doeft 
| thou agatn{t bem 2 tf thou be righteous, what Jp> 35- 

ee io aie 756. 

| gtuefb thou‘ hrm 2 or what receiveth be of ? "”. 
| thine band? Thy wickednefe may burta | 
| man, as thowart, and thy righteou{neffe may 
profit the Son-of man. In effedt, the wic- 
| ked’s fpite againft God’, isburlikea - — 
mad mans running his head againfta 
wall, chat leavesthe Wall onieaken,” 
but dafhes his own Brains our. God i= 
babes a Felicity (as well as Light ) snac- 
' ceffible to allinferiour attempts: His — 
— foveraign Tranquillity is fo fublimely ‘ 
z er , that ’tis above the reach of all. | 

» Difquieting Impreffions ; and, like the — 

Stars, that feel not the difeafes, theirine * 
, _ aufpicious Influence produces, He doth 
| mot Refentthe Torments , he Infli@s. 
Gods juftice is no lefs Effentiall to him, 

then his Mercy 3 Witgeffe thar, (the 
' numbers of the Saints, andthe Repro- . | 
- bates confider’d ) choufands fall Sacri- 
: fices tothe feverer Attribute, forone 
| that proves Capable of the milder. He : 
| {aid ,. be would get bimfelfe honour upon Exod. 14. 
| * Pharaoh, and all bis Hoft ; when he de-*7> "8 
: fign’d their rnine inthe Red Ses: and 
a sr | __ Mofes 


9@ | YerapracR L,0e. 


Ex, 15. 1.4o(es faid, He hath Triempbed glorioufly 


in effecting it. And in &zekel he fayess 
Exek, 29, Behold 1 am again(t thee, O Sidon,and 1 will 


a, be glorify'din the midS of thee, and they 


~ 


ball know that 1 am the Lord, when I {ball 
have executed my judgments inher, and 
thall be fants fd in ber’ Thus, when a 
Flath of Gods Indignation ( kindled by 
that frange fire, they prefum’d to offer 


before him ) had blafted the rwo pre- | 


{umptuous Sons of aren, God is faid 
Levic, 10.70 have been fanghify'd 1m them , that come 


3. nigh bim, and to have beep glorefy'd before 
 allthe people 5 {uch eminent and exem- 


plary Inftances of Severity, manifeft- 
ing him to be fo Holy in his Laws, and 
fo Concern’d for them; That ev’n the 


Miniffers of his Alears fhall not violate | 
hem with Impunity ,. but find Him. 


ee: 
Heb. 12, : 
29,  Cwhat the Writer to the Hebrewes 


calls him ) .4 confuming fire ;Whowill 


be, Glorify’d before all his people .ci- - 
_ ther by the Obedience of thafe that ap- | 


Sororevidence,that God can derive Sa- 
tisfaétion as well fromthe Exercife, of 


his provoked Juftice,as frem that of his- 


_. ..forwardMercysThe {acred Qrator ules 
' - ¢9me to paffe, that as the Lord rejayced quer 


jou « 


ble datanaclafis, And sfbal- 


a ee ee 
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you to apypu good, and mulitply yous fo will | 
tbe Lord vejoyce over you to deftroy you. , 

and bring you te weyaht. Thus, ‘though 

itbe truly aid of Godby the Prophet | 
Jeremigh that he doth yat aflzé willingly, Lam.3.33 
ner grieve the children of men: Aud. 
therefore the derermined Copfamp- . 
tion ot the whole Land, which our. | 

_ Bibles Englith , God's werk, bis-jirange 1228.20 
work 3 other Tranflatars render, Opgs 
alenum fyum : Yet when the Sins of ine 
corrigible offenders.are grown ¢o that 
provoking Heighth, thar his Mercy in- 
tercedes no more, to avert or {ufpend 
the inflidions of oF ago then haw 
_ much be can fatishe, himfelf in de- | 
_ ftgeying thofe , chat.would not be pre- 7 

| Served may.be guefs’d acby chatformi- ia 
| dable Exprefiion in Ezekiel 3 where ha- 
| ving foretold what havock the Sword, 
! 


en a aaa 


Se | tide ier at p. 2 . 
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the Famine, and the Peftilencefhonld | 

' - Make, amongft the intratable and dil. 

| perfed lfraelices, be adds, (asa kind 
of Exmuiv) Thus {hall mine anger be a¢- Ezek. 13. 
complifhed, and I wtll cavfe my furytorefs: 
wpox them, andl mllbecomforted, The | 
Houlings of the Damned as wel found | 
forth his praifes, as‘do the Hallelujaks 

| - of the Saints ; they-both do fing to him 

) a@neverlafting Canticle of praife 5 ~ 

ie ae _ 
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- - moft Provoke God , do him not the | 


~~ 


fh 
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| Seraphick Love, 


lyin this great Confort of his whofe 
Intelligent Creation, the defignlefly | 


_ confpiring Voices areas Differing, as — 


the Conditions of the refpeftive Sin- . 
gers. Hell’s darkneffe doth as well con- 
tribute to God’s Glory; as Heaven’s . 
Eternall Splendour: As Shadows,gu-_. 


dicioufly plac’d, do no lefle praife the 
Painter, than do the livelier and . 


oy 


brighter Colours, And as when the — 
Earth doth fend black, noifome, and 
fulphureous Exhalations up toward | 


the Sky 3 alas, they reach not Heaven , 
nor difcompole the Spheres; but all 
the Storms and Thunders they pro- 
duce, fallonthat Globe they came 
from, and there do all their mifchief : 
So, the wicked may Wrong God in- 
deed, yet do they really Harm but 
themfelves, by alltheir greareft fins , 
which trouble him chiefly, bur be- 
caufe they neceffirate Him to punifh 
them : for che tranfgreffions , that do 


Ieaftharm, An impious perfon may 


(as Elibe lately inform’dus ) hurt a- 


man, as himfelf iss not chat fupreamly 


bleffed Deity: the Refuleof whofe In- 


finite Perfetions isa refembling Hap-" . 


pineffe , which is as infeparable from 
7 : Him," 


wee 


~—. 


. libly glorify’d , foon or late, either by | 


: ~ ee e 


= — ~~ 


rapbick Lowe. — 


Him, as his Effence. Our offences may 


derogate from his Acceffionall Glory, — 


‘not from his Effentiall Felicity ; or ra- 
ther the moft defperate Sinners,by their _ 
reateft Crimes , can but Change the ” 


ttribute they fhould bring honour to,. 
and but oppofe the glorifying of his 
Goodneffle , to occafion the glorifying 
of his _— 3 Since he will be infal- 


mens actions, or their agains 3 a 
Punith- 


_ their PraGtice of Duties, or 


ment for Sinne. Thus youfee, how 
little God is beholden to you for your 
declining Hell: Nor will the fcore be 
very much increaf’d by your addreffes 


/ 
7 


and attempts for Heaven, Caz a mam, yy ,,: 
( fayes. Slphaz ) be profitable untor,3.. 


gee 


~ meee 


God, as he that 1s wife may be profitable 
untohimfelfe? Is tt any pleafure to the Al- 


mighty that thou art righteous? ortstt gain — 


unto bim that thou makeft thy wayes perfell2 


~Congruoufly to which fenfe the Pfal-. 


mitt {ayes 9 My Goodne[fe extendeth 


not to Thee : The fire that we kindle P& 16. = 


on God’s alrars , heats and enlightens 
Us,buc warms not Heaven at fo diftant 
aremove, nor is wanted in the Sun’s: 


refidence. Wehaveallthe Redolence - 7 


of the Perfumes and Incenfe, we burn- 


upon - ~ 


~, 


gf _—«-_- Ser aphicR Lowe. 7 
upott‘his Altarssthe Smoak dorhVariith 
ere it can réach thé Sky, amd«whilft tis’ _ 
undifperft, bur cloud’s, andbut Ob-: | 
{cifres it: Alas, our Beft Performances’ ° 
ate as tifeleffe Sérvices toGod, asthe- - 
Heir’s bringing Waxtohis departing - 
Father ts to him> which addes not any 
thing to the rich mans ftore, and is by 
- him defir’d and accepted, ontly to Seal 
away a Fortune td his Sonne. Though ; 
therefore it be trac,that God ts Pléaf’e ° 
with our performances, yet is thar | 
elcome he vouchfafes to give them, 
fo far from enabling us by them,fo Re- | 
ed his Love, ‘thatitencreafesthe - 
Unrequitedneffe of it; Sirice he isde- 3 
' lighted wich them , as they afford him : 
juft Rifesto rewardthem. How far : 
from Mercenary is then Gods Bounty 3 ‘ 
fince he accepts our Acknowledgments 
of his former bleffings , (chiefly), to ° 
make themOpportunities of conferring + 
frefh oriess as good old Jfaae defir’d his : 
Sons venifon, that ftom the rellifhing ! 
of that favory meat, he might take an - 
- . opportunity toblefle tim. © a 
% 15. And,che berterto difcover how difinte- 
_ > tefs’d God’s Favoursare, lecus further 
confider,how little chey are requitable: 
‘for we can give Him hothing > but hrs. 
ae - > owne, 


——- Seraphick. Love. 


owne, (nor,Heaven knows, all that nei- | 
ther); and both che Willand Power to. 
ferve Him ate his, upon fo juft and ma- 
ny Scores, that we are unable to Retri- 


bute , unleffe we do Reftores; arid all 


the Duties we can pay our Maker, are 


| leffe properly Requitals than Reftituti= 


eee 


ey 


ons. When David and his Officers had 
offer’'d towards the Strn@ure of that 
Magnificent _Temple 5 which they 
feem’d Ambitious to make'a Manfion © 


' inferiour to Heaven onelys the King 
 himfelf gave three thoufand Talerits of 


Py - — — wae 


Gold, and feven of refin’d Silver: and | 
the Heads of the People.five Thoufand 
Talents, { befides) Yen Thoufand 
Drachms of Gold) ten Thoufand Ta-- 


 Jencs of Silver, eighteen thoufand of 
| Braffe, and a hundred thoufand of. 
| Jron, (a T reafure , of which, I fcarce 

remember to have read thehlikein any. 


Hiftory); befides a nurhber of all man- 
her of pretious Stones, capable of im- 
poverifhing the very Indies: They per- 
fum’d this noble ard urlequal’d Offee 
ring with a folemn Confeflion, which - 
perhaps, in God’s éfteem, was much 
more pretious than It: Thene, O Lord s 


” Cfaies the Royall Prophet in the name r Chron: 

WN fe he css epee off | 39 UsI2, | 
SN) Oe Pn, OY cs 
. 2 Es : ae ae = 


mere 
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andthe glory, and the viiory, andthe mas 


jeftys for all that ss tn beaver and tn earth | 


is thine. Thine ss the Kingdom, O Lord , 


h 


and thow art exalted as bead above all, 
Both ricbes and bonour come of thee , and 
thou retgncf over all, Andtn thinchand ' 


is power and might , and tn thine bandit 
#5 to make great , andto gsve flrength unto 


q 


4 


all, Now therefore, our God , we thank | 
thee , and praife thy glortous Name. But 
whoam I> and what ss my people, that we - 
foould be able to offer fo wellingly after this : 
fort> For all things come of thee, and of . 


thine own bave we given thee, For we are 


i 


flranger® before thee, and [oiourners , as 
were allour fathers, Our dates on earth are : 
_ a afbadow, and therets nome abeding. Q ° 
‘Lord our God , alt this ftore, that we bave ° 
prepared to build thee an boufe, for thy. ' 


boly name , commeth of thine band, and s$ 
Rom18; ali thine own. Who ( {aies the Apoftle , 
$5536 int a Queftion shat imports its own 


y 
: 


is 
4 


Negative ) hath firft gtventobim, andis 
fall be recompenced to hsm again 2. Forof — 


him, and through him y an 


_ ‘(that pooreman’s Surety and Exche- 


quer, that doth pay all his Debts, by : 


_ fupplying him with the Prerogative to‘ 


Coyne his Defires and Wi esofan . 


Arbi-' 


) to bims are : 
_-alltbings; Nay, even our Love itfelf, - 


} 
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Arbitrary value) is here unable to dif- 
charge our Debts: our Love is too 
‘much the Effect , to be capable of be- 

'| ‘ing the Recompence of God’s.. And 

| furely , the Divine Amorifthad caufe | 

i| tofay, that heresa is love, not that we lo- eae mg 

|| ted God, butthat be loved us. And,as 
the fame Apoftle elfewhere fpeaks, 

We'love him, b.caufe be firft lovedus, Uf, Joh. 4. 

in effe& 5 we look upon the unworthy *%- 

Conteft, betwixt God’s Mercies, and | 

‘moft meh’s Ingraticude, and but re- 

.’ He& upon the {mall Return of Love, — 

| thar che greaceft Disburf{ments of His, 

, do ufually bring home; we cannot 
| but acknowledge, (as David, in the 

| 

| 


- - — > oe ee eS 
eee eee 


lately mentioned Scripture, did) chac 
our loving God for his Favours, is one 
of che greateft Favours that we love 
| him for; fo Uarequirable is God’s 
| tove ‘and fo Infolvent are we, chac 
| that love vaitly improves the Benefir 5 _ 
| by. which alone we might have pre- 
| tended tofome abiliry of Retribution 5 
|, ‘And fo ‘uilimited is this Impotence of 
outs to recompence or repay God’s 
DileGion, charicextends to, and fet- 
| ters ourvery Withes, For God en- 
| jovs an Affluence of Felicity, fo per 
| fe and entire, ‘thar even our Withcs 
| aroer Hi can 


‘ 


\_ 


soarit Si ai oa 

can aime at ieee for him Worthy 
of him, unleffe infiru&ed by what he 
already adtually Pofleffes. And rhe 
Senfe of this fame ve: Impotence, tp 
fome of the greareft 

rapbick Love , appears not the leaftun- 
eafie Property ofir. |e grieves us fen- 
fibly , to fee our felves reduc’d to be 
_onely Paffive, and Receivers in this 
* Cammerce. We would fain contri- 
bute Something, and cannot alwaies 
refrain from devoting our Wifhes to 


encreafe His Happineffe, to whom we | 


owe all Ours. And fome Holy Perfons 

xuberaiice of their Gratitude and 
. Devotion, been tranfported to make 
Wifhe:, and ufe Expreffions, wherein 
their Affections had a greater fhare 
than their Reafon, and-which argued 
them much better to apprehend, How 
much God deferv'd of them, than How. 
little he needed them.But,upon fecond 
thoughts , we thall find, that the caufe 
of our Grief ought to turn it into our 


Joy ; fince the Defires we would 


frame, aiming at God’s being infinitely 
happy, are all Fulfilled before they are 


Conceived, and that inthe moft Ad- . 
vantagious: arid Noblefk way: For; | 
ete | - - could . 


roficients in See. 


particularly St. 4uftén ) have by the 
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would God's happinefle admit Accef- 
. fton by our accotplifhe Withes, there 
were then a poffibility of his VVantiag 
fomething to render ic Compleat. And 
fure, °Tis a more Supream felicity , to 
_ beby Nature cranfcendently above All . 
encreafe of Bleffednefle, than to re- 
. geive the Greaceft that men can with. 
= To proceed now to the Conftancy’ $16. 
of Gods Love: we cannot entertaine , 
of God.any Apprehenfions, not alte« 
gether ‘unworthy of Him and crimi- 
+, Nally Injurious to him, without be+ 
 iieving, That co think that he can be 
Inconftant, is as great a Crime as 
-’ewere a Mifery to find him fo 3 his 
Love is like his Effence, immucably 
Erernall, reaching from Everlafting to 
‘Ewerlafting 3 ic preceded the Nativit 
of Time, and will furvive its noe 4 _ 
Period and obfequies,. Haring loved _. - 
.. bt own whech were tn the world, be loved Joh. 1304, 
them unto the end, fayes the Evangelift: 
and when St. James had toldus, Thar — 
every good gift and every perfect grft ss Jam.t.37. 
fis siete Ale nina ih fh the 
Father of Lights, he adds ( to compleat . 
our Confolation ) wth whom is nevs- 
‘| wtableneffe nettber fhadow of turning. Of 
1) bts owm well begat be us of the word of 
a : Boole = Traths 


Pad 


00 0=—tisC SS repic, Love. 
_ Truth ; and, in effeé&, fince God takes 
. the. Matives of his Love to us from_ 
- Himfelf,not from Us, the unchangable- 
—ncfle of his Nacvre feems wl 2 to 

. - inferre chat of his Charity: an 


our 
Happincffe in ic, For, £ amsbe Lords 


Mal. 3.67 change nots’ therefore ye fons of Ja- 


Joth. 8 7 ill never leave thee nor forfake thee, 


cob are not confumed, ayes God by 
the lafiiot his prophets, And in fe- 
rem ab hetclls his people, J bave lou'd 
. thee with an everlafing Love: And what 
-God once’ faid to the generaus Jofwab, 


Heb 13.$ is by the Writer to the Hebrews applye 


29e 


/ 


ed tobelievers in generall : for the 


ROMe II. gifss and calling of God ( {ayes the 
fame Author elfewhere ) are wi:hout — 


repentance. Nor do thofe Crofles that 


 - fcem due to his Anger, deftroy the 1m- 
_ <mutability of his Love, finceev’n that - 


Anger 1s an EffeQ& of it, proceeding 


froma Fatherly Impatience of feeing - 
a Spot unwip’d off in che Face,he loves | 


coo well ro {uffer ablemifh init; and 
from a Defire to {ce his Child an Ob- 


ject fir for a largerMeafure of his Kind- 
-. nefle 3 as when we beat che duft out 


of a Suite we fancie, we ftrike not out 


‘of Anger, bur onely to remove that ~ 
_’ Which doth fully it, and hinder us to | 


take 
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take that delight in it,which our fond- 
neffe would be pleaf'd with a juft 
_ Caufetofind. ets many as I love, -I re: Rey. 3.19 
| buke and chaffen, {ayes our Saviour )- "s 
| And, £ know, O Lord ( fayes the Pfal- Plal.s19. 
mit ) thar thy Fuclgments are right, and7™ 
that thou 12 fasthfulneffe bath afftstted me, 

The Furnace of Affli@ion being meant 
- but to Refine us from our earthly drof- 
fineffe,and Soften us for the Impreffion 
of Gods own Stamp and Image, ' The 
great and mercifull Archite& of his 
Church (whom not onely the Philofe- 
hers have ftyl‘d, but the Scripture ie 
elf calls ; Texvirws an artiftor Artificer) iy 1, 
imploys not on us the Hammer, ‘and‘10. 
the Chizzell, with an intent to Wourd ~ 
or Mangle us, but onely to Square and 
fafhion our hard and ftubborn Hearts 
into fuch living Sronesy as may both s Pet, as. 
Grace and Strenethen his heavenly 
Stru€ture. Nor is God only thus Con- —. 
ftancto his Love,but to hisLovelineffc. | 
Our female Beauties are ufually as 
fickle in their Faces as their Minds, 
and more certainly inthe former:be- 
caufe, though Cafualtiesthould {pare . 
them, Age brings in a neceffity of a 
| Change, nay, a Decay, —— our 
* “doters uponRed and bea antly 


per- .. 
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perplext, by the incertainty both of 


the Continuance of their Miftriffe’s. - 


Kindneffe, and of the lafting of her 


Beauty (both which are neceffary. ta 


the Amoréft’s Joys and, quiet): tor,fomes 


times, when the Miltrefle’s humour 


doth not change fo much, as to: prove 

uilty of the faule of Inconftancy, her 
face alrers enough to make her Lovers 
with Inconftancy no faul¢s Or,thasz 
fhe had'committed it, that her Fickle- 
ncfle might afford them the Excufe 
of Imitation or Revenge : But in 
Devotion, we are equally fecure from 
both thefe Dangers. Since God nor 
doth defift. from a us with his 


. Love, nor ceafcs ever from deferving 


the Heighth of ours: Nor is:he onely 
conftant in making us. the. Objes of 


_, HisLove,but alfo in bending and inclie 


ning us to make him theObjeét.ofOurs: 
fo. ee he not only perfifts. in. continu- 
INg to US bath the Offer and the Value 
pt pater phen to giveus a 
recepuve Difpofizion toWelcomeit to 
‘sand reflc& it upto Him, The want 


of this lat: mercy. loft Adem-Paradife, | 


_ and Satan, Heaven; there being to the 


Objcds,that mufiSecure our lovesfuch ©. 
-@ Nature requifixe ig reference tooug / 
de iy GOO affeCtions, ‘ 


a a 


om f%. FF 
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Affeationss as Philofophers are pleatd | 


to afcribe to the world’s Centér in re- 


lation! to Heavy bodyes, which, they - 


teach’ us, thar Magnetick poyhr has 


| the double Faculty not only to Draw 


thichet, bur to Keep there: forfoUn- 


_ toward and Croffegrain’d are we, in 
- poytic of our own Good, and fo unfit — 
to procure ,and ready to defert, our 


dwn’ Felicity ; chat neither its’ Excel- 
lencie is a {ufficient Motive to carry 
our addréffes to it, nor its poffcflion a 
competent Tye,to intercept in us all 
defigns of Revoltsand Diverces: but 
we muft be ufed .as pcevifh Children: 
dre, who (on the one fide ) when their 
mouths are out of tafte, and they re- 
fufe co take what is neceflary for them, 


. muft have it not only Offer’d them,buc 
|. Fore’d upon them, and be ( as it were ) 


Made’ to receive it; and who (on the 


ons, they livein, cannot invite theif, 


flay, but oe? age gladly leave the. 
a 


roudeft Pallaces, ArchiteCture can 
soaft, to Runne into the Street and 


i Dabble in the Kennel : All thefe three 


dperties of Divine Conftancy are 


|’ not ill fhiadow'd in the operations of 


Aooogle = the 


‘|. other fide) rnaft be reftrain’d from 
: pedaling, we the Beauty of the Man« © 
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the Load-ftone, a Minerall, in. which 
Ihave made too many Experiments 
not to be by you allow’d to. make 


fome Comparifonsto it. For, firit, ic 
never forfakes its Inclinations for the 


Steel: next, being united to it,it retains: 


fo.conftantly its Attra&tive qualities 


that itgives not the Needle any Mo-. 
tive of defertingit: and thirdly , it 
doth never rightly touch the amorous 


Sceel, without leaving an Impreffion 5 
whichever after difpofes ic toa Con- 
verfion to that Magnetick Pofture, 
which beft fits ic to receive frefh In- 
fluences. To which, let me add this 
ather refemblance, betwixt God’s 
work on Us, andthe Load-ftone’s on 
the Iron; chat the Kind Stone attra&s 
a Needle to it, not to Advantage it felf 
by that Union, but to Imparc its Vir- 
tue to what it draws. Befides, Ab- 
fence and Rivalls, thofe frequent Ru- 
incrs of other Lovers happineffe , can 
threatcn nothing of formidable to 
yours ; For Abfence (which fo divorces 


us from thac which animates us, that - 


Lovers do not fo improperly ftyle ie 


- D.ath, if Dearth be but rhe Separation 


of Soul and “y J) by God’s Ubiquity 
we are fecured from; He is ever pre- 


d ’ 


‘fent— 


~~ = 


fene With us 3 or rather In-us. - You, 
‘that not long fince fo higbly valu’d. 
the Opportunities of converfing with - 
our Miftrifs for fome few Moments, . 
thal here ‘find’ your Priviledges im- 
prov’d to a Permiffion ( nay,an Invita- 
tion ) of entertaining the Object of ;. :--7 
your Love at alt times 3 no hourren-- 
ders your vifits Unfeafonable, nor no 
length Tedious ¢ he is rathér welcom-_ 
eft to God, that comes to him Oftenef ~ 
and ftays with him Longeéft. What fa- * 
vours were vouchfaf'd to that antient — 
Propheteffe ( who was likewife one of. 
the firft Evangelifts ) who formany  ~ 
‘|| years departed not from the Temples but | | 
s| ferved.God with Fastings and Prayers Luk 2.37. 
«| ‘Night and Day, the beginning. of St. &* 
|, Luke’s Gofpell may inform you. The. | 
midnight= Hymns of Paul and Silas did ,eir6.25 
| not only not difturb orOffend him they +6, &e. 
.| praitd, but procur’d the vific of an 
1| Angelltobring them miraculous and _ 
s| wnexpected Liberty, asa proofeofthe 
s| Acceptableneffe of their noreCanoni- | 
1{ call Devotions, When Exoch bad wal- oy 
\| ked with Godasmany years as the year 
:! has dayes,God was fofarre frombeing 
| Importun’d or Tir'd by that lafting 
affiduicy, that youchfafing himanune 
ie OS! gall exampled 


4 
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' exampled Exemption from death, he. 
was pleaf’d by a new and nearerCut to. 
Heavers, to'ddmit him to a yet Clofer,’ 
_miore Immediate,and more Undiftrac-. 
ted Communion with himfelf. And 
when ctmefes had fpent 16 leffe than 
i forty | (as and forty nights in conver- 
* fing (1 
: “ Gott in the Mount, he brought 
down theficé inftead of 4 Pennance 
for his Iniportunicy, fo fignall and ta- 
. diant 4 Teftimony of Gods peculiar’ 
Favour; that his dazi’d Councryemen 
“| were ds much Difabled, as Invited to 
' gaze on an Objeé of fo much wonder. 
_~ And then, How proud doe we fee ma- 
pty Lovers of their Sufferings 3 when 
fhe bur Knows of them,for whom they 
-aré endured’? But in Seraphick Love, 
.. there is nor the leaft good With of pri- 
; vatelt Suffering; nay, nota whilpe- 
\" ringSigh,or clofer Thought, char filent- 
\ ly Groans or Afpires in the Amorous 
Soul; but He botti fees and héares, that’ 
pe geo Puts his Servant’s teares tata bas Botile, 
: & {weerning and recompencing the gréa- 


teh Mistortunes that his Love oc-’ 

- cafions, with fuch Support’and Joyes) 
as hinder ‘ug to feel thefts ahd make | 

_ them deferve-a’contrary name. Each’ 
eye | @mo- 


I may ufe fo Familiar a term) 


Tom Le, 
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amorous Soul may fay to God with _ 
Danita: Thow knowe wy down-fitting,P& 139. 

| and: my: eperifings shew waderftandeft my??? 

| thoughts. afar: off, thas compaffcs my path, 

|| aah my' lying downy: avd avd acquainted 

| mith elkmywayes. And-Chriftalfohime. 

| felf bas; fo. attentive an Eye iipon: che. 

| ngage — that rape a : 

| 1 the Apoc ae telling the Ru- _ 

| ler of the Chavet of pe 1 k00W >» veel, 2. 
thy works, and trébuldtiom, and poverty 3.8, 9. 

| And faring to tbe Angell of the Gharch of revel. ». 

|| Rergamus 1 know thy weorks and-where thou P13. 
| dwellefteven-where Satans feat isandthoa 
boldeft- faftmy:name,and:baft not dented m 5) 

| Fasth even inthofe dayes, wherein eAuts- 

| pas mas my Faithfull cUartyr whe 

| was {lain among you, where Satan dwelleth, 

| So that no endearing Circumftance / 
of our Lave,fcapes wnoblerv’dby Him, \ _ 
‘who has-done-and fuffered.fo:much to! 

| engggens toit, God:remembers not ore 

7 “our anaeavours to ferve Him, the leffe, re 

| for. Our having forgotten them, when a 
fam.we thee any way asfireffed, and relieved ay e 

|| shee? willbe the Queftionofthofe, to” 

| whom Heaven it felf will be at the laf 

| Day-awarded:., as-having miniftred to. 

|! their Redeemer. Thofe, that in Dege- 
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did, like Lot.in Sodom, mourn for their - 


Sins, ‘that mourned not for their-own, - - -’ 


and condol’d among themfelves , the ; 


Spreading Wickedneffe of the: times -- ? 


they liv’d in, though probably the. 

dangers, threatrted them by the very 

Sinfulneffe they deplor’d, made them =‘ * 

affet fuchPrivacyes in theirConferen-.- - 

es, asfreed them fromthe Thoughts ° 

_of being over-heard ; yet the Scripmre 

informs us, (and tis a Comfortable , 

aswell as Memorable Paffage ) that 

_ Mal.3.t6, the Lord hearkened, andbeardit, and a 

a7 book of remembrance was wrstten before. 

bim, for them that-feared the Lord, ard 

that thought upon bis name. Then {ball be 

return , and difcern between the righteeus 

andthe witked, between kim that ferveth 

God, and bim that ferveth bim not. Lknow, — * 

- fays Chrift (not only to the Angell of + 

| Smyrna, but to each true fuffererfor  < 

Rev. 2,9, F211 ) thy works, and tribulation , and 
ee7d ee 

10. poverty: Fear none of thefe things, that 

_. bhou fhalt fuffer: Be thou fatthfull unto 

, death, and Iwill gtve thee a Crown of Life. 

.* God is often pleas’d to accept thofe 

, good thoughts and Intentions ‘of his | 

_- 4 Servanes, which never-arrive at a@u- 

' all Performances, Though David built 

_ hot the Temple he. defign’d, yet: his ‘ 

2D | Son, 


—_— 


ai- Pay Pr; . f- * a >) Sree is _ 


_ Tere 
; 
9 
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‘Son, that did it,informs us, that God - , 
faid unto him, Foraf{much as tt was én § Ciro. 
| - thene besrt to build an boufe for my Name, ° ~ 


Thou didf well tw :that tt wasin thine. 


‘beart, &c. And *tis the Epithet our Sa- | 


viour gives Gods Your Father which feeth. 7 


: 7 : ~ Mat. 6. 6. 
in fecrety Sc. . Nor. need we fear, our 


Rivalls fhould fupplant us, fincewe 
can have none in Devotion, whofe --: 
Prayer. and Endeavour it is nor, thac 


God would love us more. For his‘Love “% 


to you being (as the chiefeft Merit’) 
the’ ftrongeft Motive and. Title-.unto 
theirs, they cannot but With him well 
whom God doth Lovefo; and cannot’ 
With him better,then by imploring for 
him, frefh Additions both of that Love 
of God, and gratefull Difpofitions to 


-return it. Our Saviour$ affures us, 


that there is Foy in the Prefence of. the Luk. 19. 
Angels of God over one Sinner, that xépen="?'°" = 


teth, And the fole Hymne(except a 
vifioniary one) [ find recorded of the; 413 
Ceeleftial! Quire, was fung for a Blef-14, 


the Child is born, and unto us the Son ts 


: 
| 


' 


fing to mankind, wherein ( for ought I 
know) their Love and Sympathy alone: 
concern’d them : For uato:us (men dit Py 


given... Whotook not upon bim the natare tieb.2.46 
of Angells, but tbe feed of Abrabam.~ So. 


~ poble 


a2 ee 


cpio 


6 


§ 17. 


* Praile) tor which (ales !) we find our 


«Dr apRieR E,0we, 


‘Noble and £0 dif-incerefs'd,dothDiviae ‘ 


Love. make ours, that thereis nothing, © 


: belrdes the ObjeQ of that Love , char ~ 
- we love more,then our Concurrents in | 


it; perhaps out of a Gratitude ro their * 
alfifting us, to pay a’ Debr (of Love and “ 
fingle {elves but toe Infolvent. : 


. . Perhaps Ineed not mind yon, Lén- * 


on, divers = es [ the ~~ 
ing Difcourle , fuppofe the truth of { 
Ther Do&rine, she afecibe to God, in * 
relation to every man, an Eternal! un- | 
changeable and Inconditionate Decree ‘ 
of EleQion, or Reprobation ; Yet con- 
cerning the Controverfies betwixt the | 


— Calvinifis and the Remoaftrasts, about * 


Predeftination and the cohzrent De- * 
Gcines , it were improper to give you " 


. “here my fenfe: The Godly of both Par- * 


> ties are perhaps otherwife look’c on by * 


ons 
a 7 


God, then by one another, asconten- ° 


__ ding, which of Gods Attribures fhould . 


be moft —— the one feeming to 
pe 


Affirm irre{pe&tiveDecrees, tomagnifie : 
his Goodneffe ; and the otherto Deny “ 


_ them but to Secure the credit of his t 


" Juftice. And ev'ninHonouring the fame © 


ae 
eo 
vw. 


attribute his Goodneffe, thefe Adver-t': 
“faties feet Rivalls » the one party fup+/ : 


pofing 


| vO Ce Aen ere 


ofing it beft Celebrated by believing it 
fo Irrefiftible,. that to whom foever ‘us 
intended, he Cannot but be happys and 
the orber thinking ir moft Exalld 


| being believ’d {9 Univerfal, chat it will 


make Eyery.man happy, if he pleafes: 


| the one part res to honour Free- 
a 


race, by affigning it (as to men) an wn- 
imitedly-vaft Extent;as the other does, 
by afcribing it an intallibly-vi&toerious 
Degree. But though my hafte, and the 
nature of my Theme make me decline 
the Conroverfies about Pradeftinati- 
on; yet fince the DoGrine , that main- 
taines it , is not onely by almoft al] the 
reft of Mankind , but by the geft of the 
Progeftant Churches themfelves, the 
Lutherans, and divers learned Divines 
of the Church of England, not onely 
Rejected burDerted 


it an Error , cannot but be, cempted tq 


| think it a Dangerous one, and of very 


‘ 


x ope 


| , as licslelefs,chan 
| . Blafphemous,(as indged they, that judg 


pernicious Coniequence,to far forth,as - 
irs Sequels are permitted to have Influ- 


ence on mens Fsattice).1 think it noe - 
amiffe to advertife yon, shatthe Dow 


Grin of Predeftination is notNeceflary, 


_ to Juftifie the Freenefle aad the Great- 
_neffe of Gods Love. For, fo confpi- 


cous 


1yt2 


thae man:at his fir 
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1 


‘ God’s being the 


‘Manner of its being proffer’d 5 the for- 
‘mer affirming Grace to be, Irrefiftibly 


prefenteds the latter, though they dcny . 
irtobe IrrejeGiable, yecgrahung, not . 


.cuous and Refulgens a Trath istharof |, 

Rachor of mans Feli- . 
city, that the difpute betwixt che Cal- - 
einifis and Armuntans 5 1s notfomuch . 
-eoncerning the Thing,as concerning the ; 


‘only thar ic is alcogetherFree andUlun- . 


deferv’d:, but alfo, chat che proffer is 
made both with a Power enabling 


thofe, to whom “tis tender’d, to accept 
‘it, and with fuchen aging Invitations, 

A onverfion need 
contribuce nothing to his Felicity , but 
the not-wilfully Refufing it, and may 
more properly be {aid to owe it unto 
God, then che Begger to owe his Almes 
to hisReliever, though he open his hand 
to receive it, whitch he‘might have de- 


clin’d to do, 1f he would have wilfully. 


courted his owne Prejudice 3 Chri 


. paid a ranfome to redeem as, "tis true, 


a Per.2.3. 


and he is therefore call’d, The Lord that 
bought us: bucit was God’s free Good- 
nefle , bothto provide us That Chrift, 


and to accept-of That Ranfome,neithes | 
of which he was Oblig’d todo ; and 
therefore, thé Scripture'afcribes ic not - 


co 


amd = ap er ay. 
a 
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tothe Juftice, bucto the love ef God'to  ~ 
| the world, that He fear Hisonly begotten Joba 3. 
Son: te redeem it: and St. Pawl in-the*® . 
fame Text tells us both; that we are Fu- 
 ftefy'd, Napiy TH duTs xaos, freely yan 3 

has Grace , and yet that ic is; due Ths | 
 ecrohuTecistas, through the” “Redemption 5 
(purchat’d for a Ranfomes.the Original © 
| -«Word englifh’d Redemption,relating to 
the Price, pay’d for the Redeeming of 
‘Captives ) thatss.in Fefus Christ. °Tis 
| -confeft on all hands, that Meric muftbe 
| .difclaim’d, and thofe that feem toex-. 
‘| -pe& fome thing from God as a Due, 
acknowledge ,. that if his Promife did 

not, their AGions could notymake it fo; 
-and that ’cis to his Mercy, they owe 
| the righe they have to confide in his — 
| ~Faftice. Se, Paul, who,having fought the2 Tim. 4, 
good fight, fini{bt bis Courfe , andkept the’ 72% 
‘Fatth, expeGed a Crowa of Righteoufn:(fe 
from the Lord, under the Notion of the 
Righteous Judge 5 yet tells us chat 4y 


gracewe are {avu'd, through fatth, and tha: Ephefa.3 


‘not of our felues , zt w the Geir of God. © 
‘Whofe Promifes, now th: are made 
us, allow us indeed to expict Heaven 
from his Juftice;but the making us thofe 
great and prectous promtfes, (as St. Peters. 


juftly ftyles chem ) mutt be acknaw- 


. ledg’d 


2pet I, 


- Jedg’d the pure Effeé of b | 
| deferved Goodneffe; which to believe In-- 
finite 5 we need but confider the Dif- 
__., proportion betwixt {uch 4 Recompence, 
“as Krernall Glory and the leaft Imper- 
fet Performances of ours: whicl 
ahough théy Needed not Pardon,could 
not at. leaft Challenge: any Reward, | 


=” 
ener ne 


Mr 
nt 
f 
i 
| 
‘ 


4rom Him,-who, as our Creatour, has — 


{uch a Right to exaé of us what fervi- 

ces he.pleafes » without propofing us 

‘any. Recompence, that our exacteft obe- 

dience to all his Commands , would 

Luk, 17. yet leave us to confeffe our {elves #z- 
profitable Servants who have done, but 
\ qehat it was our Dutytodo , and what it 
wehad notdone, wehad given God, 
who. had'the Power,the Ri 
vocation to punifh us. And indeed, fo 
” ‘\~" ¢onfcious are men Generally, (if. not 
‘Naturally ) to their being beholding to 
God for their Felicity, chat even chofe; 

thar miftake or oppofe his way of do- 

ing them good , will yet be {ure to finc 

out fome Notion or other,under whic! 

they may conceive themfelves God’ 
Debrours for his Bleffings. That th 
more fober fort of Romifh Catholick 

. themfelves,’ afcribe not fomuch to Mx 

rit, (properly fo cali’d) nor fo liecle 1 


’ Serapbick Love. AIS 
"Gods Grace, as the more Quarrelfome | 
Writers of their Party, have given the 
- «amore eager Difputrants of ours, occafi-_ 
- omtoreproach them; were perhaps no 
difficule task to manifeft , if my hafte | 
‘would give me leave, That the r-. 
minians own theFreeneffe and Unmert- 
tednefle of Gods grace , The Remon-— 
ftrants *Gonfefsion , and Apology, are ¢ eheciall 
very carefull to fatisfie che World. Nu : 
Andev'n the Soctitans , (how profpe- 
roufly, I determine not) are sos ra | 
tle, -nor un-induftrioufly follicitous to 
free their Erroneous Doétrine of Jufti- 
fication , from the objected guile of ics 
| tendency to draw the Imbracers of it 
| to Sacrifice to their own Nets, and 
thank themfelves for their Felicity 5 _ 
Which brings into my mind a paflage, — 
that I lately read in one of the chief | 
‘modern Up-holders of that Se&, 
_ Scblichtingius, Who is wont,in my opi+ 
nion , where his Subje& will beare it, 
~ todifcourfe as Fairly and as Rationally 
as almoft any Writer, that [have mec 
with of his Perfwafion s and who la= 
ours to reconctle Soctnus his Doctrine 
with the Freenefle of Gods-Grace , by 
'*  Confiderations , which, not to injure. 
+ him , fhall prefent you with inhis. © 
ide Bateoogle « . owne™ 


C 


1 16 $j‘ ~ |. dérappicR Love, 


‘owne words. ——=— ed retundendend 
cero (fayeshe , difpuring againft the 
Learned terfnerus ) arrogantiam jughs- 
ficatorum, & ne dicant fe merusfe Grati- 


am, non e $F neceffe, fervum in bomine arbi- 


Dag. 97- 


_ners of Go 


_triuminduceresnon delet vartus tolls ut tol- 
latur arrogantta, Sufficit, 1, Quod nec velle 

nec perficere ptffint,ntfi Deus & voluntatem 
excitet FP riresaugeat 2. Dusd ed, que 

diutess adjuti utribus faciunt , nullo modo 
dignitate @ pretio divine gratia re[pon- 
deant fed sxfiustointervallo ab ca abfint. 
Nay , though the modern and degene- 

rate Jewes be, upon the Score of being 
the great Patrons of mans Free-will, 
not cauilefly efteem’d the great Oppug- 
iA Free graces yet both trom 


their famous Rabbi , and my learned 
_ Acquaintance Menaffah Ben Ifrael, and 


from divers others of their moft emi- 
nent Writers, has the truth fometimes 


_extorted Confefsions , which thougk 


made upon Erroncous grounds, wer« 
not very far fhere of Orthodox. T: 
which purpofe I remember, that : 
Jewith proteffour of Hebrew , 


(wh 


_affifted me in my ftudies of that my fte 
rious tongue ) being, as the ref of h: 
“Nation, an eager and peremptor 


Champion of Free-will, conceiv’d th: 
ee ce seve 
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dJeaft to Indebt mento their Creatour, 
did ctranfcendently oblige him uhto 
‘God. For, one day that we were pri- 

vately and freely difcourling together 
of matters of Religion , he told me’, he 
> thoughtMen ow’d more to Gods Good- 


faid he, whereas God, withour any 
good work of theirs , but purely out of 
his Goodneffe, conferr’d on them hac 
bleft Condition, they enjoy; by gi- 
‘|. wingMan a free Will,by the goodUl{e of 
which he mayGlorifie his Maker,when 
by Abnifing ic, ’tis in his power to Dif- 
honour him, he allows man that high- 
eft Satisfation,a nd Priviledge of Co- 
| operating to his owne Felicity. - 
And now, Lindamor, we ate arrived 
at the laft Property, which quality’s 


which is,the Advan: agroufnes of His tb us 
‘both in the Prefenc & che FucureLife. 


God noleffe then All the goods we pof- 

and That we are: for we may truly fay 
__ of God with the Pfaloaift, Less be, that 
| ° bath made us, and not we our felves, And 


I 3 clay 


seven thac Liberty , - which cous feenis 


' {efle, we owe him both What we have » 


co yie 


‘neffe., then the very Angells:do, For, 


$ 18, 


' God the firteft Obje& for our Love, | 


And fir ev’n in this World we owe . 


Pfal. 100. , 


we were not onely in his hands, fo like v- 3- 


118 —-—_—_—Seraphick, Love. 
Ila. 64, 8cley 3” the Potter's thathe mighthave 
" madeus anything ; but we were fo 
purely that Negative, from whence we « 
were extraGed , that He, (if he had 
pleat’d ) for ever might have left us to 
our pre” is Love is. the 
Originall and Fountain-blefsing ; all 
the reft are but as Pipes ( and Inftru- 
ments ) toconvayit, and ferve but to 
hand it to us. — ie = youap- | 
laufe , Your Induftry hea up 
F reafures 3 be it granted. Peat who | 
gave you that Wit 2 and did both Give | 
and Profper that boafted Induftry, | 
Certainly , God as much Gives us all | 
| 


ss fof? el om 


the goods,we Poffeffe, as he, that gives 
a begger a Thouland Pounds , gives | 
him the Cloaths aud Meat‘and all the 
Bravery, ithelps him to. But, befides 
~thefe more obvious Prefentsof Gods | 
Bounty, weenjoy other Effed&s of his | 
Goodneffe , which though by the | 
Cuftomarineffe of their being poffeffed, | 
they prove leffe Confpicuous, than the | 
ether; yetgrow no leffe Priz’d, when — 
the Want or Lofs of chem,make us fen- | 
fible of the true value of them, Had | 
Itheleifure, Lindamor , to.Jead your | 
thoughts with me tothe.Galleys, and‘ 
fhow you there thofe wretched Capy 
tives, 


tives, that are cliain’d to the Oars they 


tug¢ at, and though cxpof’d toall the 


Muflerics and Hardinips ofa Temp eftu- 


ous Seca, have oftentimes caufe given 
them uy cheir Barbarous Ufage athore, 
to. fear es¢ Ocean Icfle then any Pore 
fave Teath. Could I draw for-you the 


Curtains of fick and dying men , and. 


opeg to you thar fad Scene,where fome 


_ Pine anid languifh sway by Diitem- 


BIg 


pers,that deprive them of all rheJoyes,, _ 


ther then Live,perpetually Tormented 
either with their Difeafes or Phyfick 


‘to protra@ a wretched Life , _ 
n 


tearms that turn it into a Trouble: 

others ftrugling with the rude Pangs of 
Death, are yet perchance leffe tormen- 
ted. by Them, then by the fad Profpect 


' “Advantages, and ( what is more confi- _ 
derable) Ufes of life, before they eafe © 
‘them oflife it felfe ; ochers Breathe, ra- 


oftheir former Life, andthe remem- 


krance of chofe Criminall pleafures, 


which yet st-. perbaps leffe troubles 


dem , that they mult now fare-goe 
then shat they, onge enjayd them. 
Should I, Zézdemor, bring yau into Hof- 
pitalls, and {how you there the various | 


Shapes of Boman Mifery nd howma- _ 
Pe Spee RE a4 


ny 


des 
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ny Souls, narrowly lodg’d (if Imay fo 
fpeak ) in Synecdochicall bodies, fee 
their earthen Cottages moulder away | 


to Duft; thofe miferable perfons by 
the loffe of one Limb after another, 


~ furviving but Part of Fhemfelves, and 


living to ‘fee. themfelves Dead and 
Buri'd by piece-meal. Should I, to dif- 


patch, Lindzmor, fhow you all che fe- | 


verall Companies of Mourners, that ale 


moft make up Mankind,and difclofe to 
you how copious fhowers of Tears do 


almoft every where water (nottofay ~ 


overflow ) this vale of Miferies ; You 
would perchance fee cauf to think,that 


‘God’s Privative may contend with his 


Pofitive Favours; and that you owe 
little leffe for what you are Not, then 


for what you Are, to that difcrimina- 


ting Mercy of his, to which alone you 
owe your Exemption from miferics, 
as greatas the Bleffings it conferrs on 


1 Corg.7-YOU : For, who maketh thee tordeffer ? 


is @ Queftion, that may be as well 


eae: | ; 
_aske in reference to our externall, as 


to our Spirituall Condition. Which 
invites'me to‘mind you, Léndamor, that 
you are yet more engag’d to Gods 
Love, for Proteéting you from thofe 
groffe Vices, that Disfigure moft mens 


minds, than from. thofe.leffe Dange- - 
fOUSs . a more refenred, Dif-— 


he a Seg ~_ 


eafes that Diftemper their Bodyes. 


_ For, Ambition, Luft, Avarice, Re- 
venges and ev’n that vain Converfati- - 
on which young Gentlemen are gene-_ 


rally pleaf’d to think fo Innocent, are 


really more Formidable and pernici-. 


ousDifeafes andCalamities,than thofe 
that: reduce men to take Phyfick, or. 
thruft them into Hofpitalls. .To e- 


cafes by the Nobleneffe of the part af- 
fe&ed,fince I can rell you, that He that 


cannoterre, feems dayly tojuftifieour © 
Affertion, by infli@ing Sickneffe and : 
the (harpeft outward Calamities on: 


82k: 


. vince the truth of which Paradox, I ° 
| i I fhall not need to mind you of 
judging of the Dangeroufneffe of Dif- 


his own Deareft Children, topreferve — 
them from the Contagion of Sinne; or 
Cure them of the unfilial habirudes - 


ofr, And therefore, fince, when we 


feeatender Mother apply a painfull 
~Cauftick to the neck. of her Fayorite-: 
- Infant, threatned by the Apoplexies;we 
{cruple not to conclude that fhe thinks - 
_ the trouble of an Fffue an Evill infe- 
riour to Convulfion-fits. So when we. 


\ ‘ 


22 0Ctt™” ae 
fee our Heavenly Father fend Infirmi-: 
tiss gnd Croffes- to refcue thofe he: 
Loves from the Contagion on the Do-. 


Seraparer Ln,’ 


' 


rinion of Sinne; we may-fafely can- 
clude, he thinks AffiGtion a leffe-Evill 
thanGuils,finee he is coo Wife and i: 


dulgent a Phyfitian coCure with aRe-- 
me | 


dy wosfe than the Difeafe. Fi tne 
Sch of Deuterosonse there is a Cauiion 
given the Jfreelites, leatt Profperity 
which is wont tabe a kind of Lethe; 
that makes men Forget all, but cheir 


_ Enjoyments ) fhould make any ofthem 


Deut. 8. fay in his heart, Ady paver sndthe might 


17» 18, 


Hof, zt. 


| 3 


of my band bath gattem me this Weal, 


But ({aish the Text ) they [ball remen-— 


ber she Lord their Gad : for st ts he, tbat gi- 
eth thew power to get wealth. Ir is 
not the xevolting Jfraelses onely, of 


_ whofe Ignorance of his Bounty God - 


may complain as he did by the Pro- 


knep not, that Thealed them:.and there 
arebuttoomany, of whom he might 
fay, as he did by the fame Prophets 


Hof. 1.8 Fay fhe did uot know that 1 gave ber Cora 


_— Sikver, and ker Gold, sehich they rene d 
; . 2 ; a 


and Wine, aug Qyle, and multply'dher 


, phet,by whom he faid,/ tanght Epbrasm — 
: to go taking shem by their armes , but they 


te 


! 
t 
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for Baal : Therefore wall I returu andiake 
away my (orn in the time thereof, and my 
Wise tn the Seafen thereof 3 and will rece- 
ver my Wool and my Flax grves ta caver 
bey Nakedneffe. And this will saeke 
way for the Defign I had to recom- 
mend the Advanyagioufnefle af Geds 
Love, by faying, [hat as for Spisitnall 


Goods3 he gives usin thislife fo rich 


an Earneft of expe&ted Joyes, thar ev'n 
the Earneft is a Stock large eneugh to 
fubfit with Comfort on, and reall 

out-values and trapf{cends all cae 


_ Momentary Pleafures,ic requires.ys.to. 


forfake, to keep up a Title to Eternall 
ones, But to particularize God’s mer- 
cies to us in This very life, would cer- 


tainly take up a confiderable part of 
it ; And yetthe Love, God bears us, - 


dyes not with us, nor doth (as mens 
Affegtions) either endure a Burnerall 


ey 


in our Tombs, or furvive qnely ingen — 


ufeleffe Grief Gor an Effeem ias-baer- 


Iefle:). No, Gads Love is fo far:jfrem — 


tefembling the ufuall fore of friends, 
‘who, when they. have accompanied 
us totheGravesde These heave nasthat, 
like the Angelis, shat carvied Lasunut’s 
Sault ie Roper, 68. Oficione: 
ae aa neue 


Luk, 26. 
2. 
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nefs begins then moft to Appear, when 
our dark eyes are Clof’d, and isthen 
Trueft to the beloved Soul, when‘fhe 


 Forfakes the Body, giving each blefled 


Saint caufe tofay of God; what Nao- 
- mi did of Boaz: That, He bath not left 


off bis kindneffe to the Living, and to the 


Dead. Now,indeed(fays our Saviour’s  - 


Favorite ) are we the Sonns of God, and 
st doth not yet appear what we {ball bes 
but we know, when We {ball appear, we {ball 
be like bim, This bleft ExpeQance muft 


be now my Theme, becaufe the nar- 


row Limits, which my Defign hath 
plac’e to this Difcourle,¢ of theAdvan- 


| _ accruing from Gods Love ) 
wi 


$ l9 


‘Feliciry referv’d for us in Heavens; Ic 
will, I fear, be requifite to mind you © 


: deed, tohope for Heaven,as Wages 
: . for 


1 leave no more room untaken up 

by Heaven, | 
But,Lindamor, before I proceed to 
fet forth to you the Greatneffe of the 


of the Lawfullneffe ‘of — an Eye 
on it. For many not-undefervedly 
applauded Preachers, have of late bin 


tie to teach the people, that to - 
0 


forHeaven is rarer ee long : 
and therefore Unfiliall Affection, In-. 


_  deraphick, Love. A245 
for Work perform’d,or by way of Me- 

rit, in the proper and ftri& Acception 

of that tearm, werea Prefumption , to 

_which.none of the Divines, we diffent — 

from, canbe too much an Enemie, nor 

|. perhaps more fo, then] am. But to 

take in Gods Bleffings among the Mo- 

tives of Loving God, is but to doas he 

did, who faid, J love rhe Lord , becaufe, Palu6 

he bath beard my voyce, and my Supplica- ae 

tions s and to look upon the Joyes of 

Heaven , to comfort and fupport us in 

the hardfhips and loffes,to be undergon 

in our Journey thitherward, is to imi- 

| tate no worfe a man. than cVofes, of 

\| Whom it is faid, that beeSteeméd the Hebs. 11. 

reproach of Chrsft greater riches, than the es 

Treafures1n AL gyyt:' for be bad veppet, or 

- turned his Eye oh okent, unto the recom- 

pence ofthe reward, tis indeed, Linda-- 

‘mor, a happy Frame of mind,to be able 

to love God purely for Himfelf, with- 

out any Glance at owr own Advanta- 

ges, But though, I dare not deny, | 

that it is poffible to attain to fo High © 

and difinterefs'da kind of Love, yet I 

think, that that Excellency fuppof’d 

to be Vouchfaf’d to fome men, is not 

by the Scripture Exaed.as a pe 
a | . ee from 
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‘ftom All men. . Were all che recom- - 


perce of Piery of a worldly Nacure, 
and to be Here receiv’d, the Actions 
invited to, by the Intuition of it, might 


paffe for Mercenary. But when Hea- | 


vert is chiefly hoped for, as it wilkad- ' 
mit ue unto die EmiidonoGod lima. 


felf in Chrift,and that the Orher Joyes 
expected thete are fo farre from being 
of a Senfual or Worldly nature, that 


they are known not to beattainable, : 


till by Death the Senfes and Bodyes 
themfelves and all che meerly Animal 


_ Facattiesbe abolifht for a Heaven fo 
., confider’d, I ve igh forgo readily all 


the Pleafures 


| Holly life, is, Lindamor, {uch a kind of - 


the Senfes, and un- 
‘dergo chéerfully all the Hardfhips and 
Dangers, that are wont to attend a 


- Mercenarineffe,as none,but a-refigned, 


‘Noble, and beHteving Soul, is likely to’ 
be guilty of. - If I fhould fay, that 
Fear irfelf , and even the feare of Hell 


‘may be one fultifiable Motive of Mens 


AGions,though I'fhould propofe, whac 


+thofe- 1 am reafoning with, would 
think a Paradox; yet I fhould per- 


chaps -hold forth therein no ‘more 
Hebr, 4. than the Scripturedoes, Let — "4 
. fore 


VETAPINIER, Lowe, | 27 
| fore fear, (faies the: writer to the He- 
| brews, ) left,a promsfe being left us of en- 
| tering entobss vest, any of you Jbeuld feerm 
tocome:[bortof st. And no leffe eminent 
a Herauld of the Gofpell,than St. Pasi, 
who fo fucceffefully maintain’d the 
Evangelicall againft the Legall Spiric, 
thus profeffeth of himfelf; Z:keepander 
my body, and bring ét into Subjetton , left Core 9 
by any means, whtn I bave preach’d too- oo 
thers, 1 my {elf [bould be a caft-away, And 
| *ewas not to Slaves or Hirelings, that — 
| .Chrift dire&ts this Admonition : ./ fay 
| wato you, my-Friends, Be not afraid of Luv. 2. 
shem that bill she Body, and after that baves 5. 
no more that theycamdoe : But Iwill for- 
| warn you whom youfball fear, Fear bim, 
| sbich after be bath kall’d, bath power to 
| 6aftinto Hell , Yea, fay unto you(age- . 
| mination, which the prefent Contro- 
_-verfie fhews, not to have been Caufe- 
Jefle) Fear Him, Where the paraphrafe 
given of God, is not barely Defcriptive 
ae Ratiocinative (to borrow thofe 
tearms of the Schools) informing as 
stot only Who we-fhould, and fhould — 
‘mot fear: but Why,we fhould fear the 
one and not theother. As when Se. 
| Panlfayes, I know whom 1 have. sr | 
| 


_s gee _— —e ae eS 
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a im. 1: fivadcd, that he is able tokeep that, which - 
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he means what maaner of Perfon, bow « 


 Patthfull Cas Se. Peter elfewhere calls 
God ). and bow Omnipotent : wuence : 


o-- 
€ i. 


<a 


immediately he adds, Aad am per- : 


—~ 


I have committed unto bim agatnft that . 
day. More Texts of the fame Import | 
might be added, ifthe Defign of thofe 
already alledg’d were other, than to - 
Facilitate the Admiffion of the more : 
Plaufible truchs we havebeen make- - 


ing out, and which tous feems very 
cleerly held forth in thofe and the like 
Scriptures, which are therefore cited 


——_—~— 
ee ee 


. outof the new Teftament, that they . 


Phil. 3. 
a4. 


might have the greater authority with | 


one fort,of our Antagonifls. / preffe 
toward the mark for the priar of the brgh 


Revel.z2z “4lling of God in Chri Fefus. Bleffed are 


14. 


they, that do bis Commandements that they 
may bave right to the Tree of Ltfe, and 
may exter tn through the Gates into the 


: Tim, ¢, Cty. Laying up in flore for themfelves a 


49. 


~ Rom. 2, 
| Je 


of Chrift himfelf, whoferlove to God 


good Foundation again{t the time to come, 


that they may lay bold of Eternal isfe. 
To them who by patient Continuing 2 


- welledoing, feek for ( 2ut301) Glory and 


Houor,and Immortaltty,eternal Life.And 


4S 


| 
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is. queftiunleffe’ Filiall and unequal- 
lable, ‘tis faid, looking unto FJefus the Heb.s2,3 


_ Aathor and Fint{ber of our F atth, who for 


the Foy that was fet before bim endured 
the Croffe, defpsf'd the fhame, .and ts feb 
Horn at the right band of the Throne of . : 
God, Nor fec 1, why it fhould be Un- 
filiall for a Child of God to further 


| the Raifing of chofe Paffions,which his 


Heavenly Father intends to have rail’d 


in him, upon the fame Grounds and 


Motives, that God is plea{’d to imploy 


to Excite them. And fince the Scrip- ° 
ture feems plainly to invite our Hopes - 


y recording St. Pauls having faid, ‘ 
Every man that fiviveth for the maffery is - Ors $e 


| temperate ta all things; now they do it 60 


obtain a corruptible Crown, but we an tn- 


‘sorruptible « And by reprefenting our 


Saviour himfelf as faying in one place; ~ 

Reiiyce, and be exceeding glad;, for great Mats 1. 

is your reward 1m Heaven: Inanother; 

Be thow fasthfull unto Death, and I will Rev.a.10. 

give thee a Crown of Life; And indivers - 

others, {peaking tothe like purpofe : 

Since, I fay, the Scripture {eems thus 

to Allure our Hopes, Would it not be. 

kind of accufing ic of an aptneffe to _ 

delude and enfnare us, To teach that 

it propofcth us the powerfulleft Ob- 
— K. jeQs 
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jects toIncite our paffions, if it be fin- 


full cocherith and harbour chePaffions 
naturally belonging to thofe Objcés. 
And certainly, Liadamor, fince God, 
who as our Creatour knows the Frame 
and Conttitution of mans Soul, incom- 


_ patably better than he himfelfes is 


pleas'd to deal with our Hopes and 
our Fears, to engage us to his Service: 
Ic very til becomes Us, cither to quare 
rell with his Methods of working on 
our Spirits, or to reje& any help, 
which tte has been p!eas’d to afford 
a piecy , which, for ought ever I could 
obferve, does ev’n in the Bcft men find 
rcliftance enough to keep any Help 
that can be imploy’d to promote ic 
from being Superfluous. And truely; 


~ the animating or difcouraging Ine- 


| $ 20. 


fluence,that Hope or che Want of itis: 


wont to have upon our Indeavours, 
makes me very apprehenfive, that fince 
the enlivning hopes of Heaven are not 
able ro make moft mens Endeavours 
other than very Languid,the forbidding 
thofe fupporting hopes would foon 
weaken and decreafe our Endeavours 
into none atall. — . 


. Bur, Lindamor though I may perhaps 


2 


bave-caken fome Pains in ftudying 
: | | 


Con- 
a 


}  SAARAPDICR, Luewe. a oe 
Controverfiall Divinity, yetLtakefo _ 
litele: Pleafure in writing. of ir, that 
shough. net only.a Seafonable Duty to 

truch,buca Neceflary one to.theenfues ‘ - 

‘ing part of this Difcourfe, have preff'd 
me toferve in this caufe; yer I thall 
perhaps obtain Your pardon. fooner 
than my.own, for having thus long 

_ futpended the difcourfing to you of 
| the sAdvantagroufnefe of Gods love to 

‘| us, asicgives us Here a Right, and wil 

Fiereafter givs us Admiffion to Heaven. 
Heaven , . the bright Seat of fo much 

_ happinefs, chat we thall {carcely:count 

-amongft our Joyes, that Heaven js the 

Seat of them: There the Excellency af 
the poffefled Goods , fhall as much dif- — 
appoint our Expediations., as in other 
fruitions, the Emptineffe is wont to do. 

‘| The Apoftle tellsus, That Zyehath not __ 
| feen, nor Gar beard , ‘wetther have entred t Cori.9 

énto tbe heart of Alan, the things which | 

‘| God hath prepar’d for them that love Hams’. 

“| Such pure refin’d Delights , tot onely 
"| floop not unto Senfe, butare fublime 

“enough ev’n to tranfcend Imagination, 

- ‘When Fancy hath form’d and {hap’t 
~ the perfécteft Ideas,that ies abitractions 

‘|, -can make, of Bleffedneffle 3 our owne 

;  maoré. happy ee 

| ; a) .P:. 


_ mu 
“ - 4 


\ 
' 


deraphick Love. 
muft difabufe us , when we come to 
Heaven, which is a Soyle, whofe Fruit- 
fulneffe is fo confin’d to Joy y thatev'n 
our ifappointments and miftakes fhal 
there contribute to our Happinefie, 
which doth fo much partake of his Im- 
menfity, whole Gift itis, that you fee 
the Apoftle gives it a Negative De- 
{cription : andtocreate'inus Appre- 
hentions, underogatory from what we 


' fhall poffeffe, not onely removes our 


thoughts from all we Do Enjy,but ex- 


—~ ‘ales tnem above all chat we Can Fancy. © 


At which way of proceeding, that you 
may,the leffe wonder , Lindsmor ; be 
. toconfider , thatin Heaven our 

aculties fhall not oncly be Gratify’d 
with fuitable and acceptable Objes, 
but fhall be Heightn’d and Enlarg’d, 
and confequently our Capacities of 
happinefle,as well Encreaf'd as Fill’d 3 
A child not yet relea{’d out .of the 
homely Prifon of the Womb, cannot 
there poffibly frame Ideas of thofe de- 
Jights, which will be afforded him by 


_the pleafing Noifes and the glittering 


Obje&ts, that will prefent themfelves 
to him after his Birth. And the fame 


~ Child whil’ft he continues in his Non- 


age, though he may with delight look 
| | | ~ upon 
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upon Emblems finely drawn and Pain- 


133, 


! _ ted, and may take fome pleafurein be- _ 


holding the neatand furprizing Cha- 
| raéters,and:florifhes of aGreek and He- 
‘| brew Bible, curioufly Printed , yet he 
| cannot then Imagine the Pleafure , the 
fame Obje@s will afford him , when 
Age and Study fhall have ripen’d and 


| inftruGed his Intelle&ualls, and made 


him -capable both of Underftanding, 


andRellifhing the excellent Moralities, — 


| -couch’d in thofe ingenious Emblems, 
‘| and the profound and faving Myfteries, 
wherewith that divine Book,the Scrip- 
ture , efpecially in irs Originall 
Tongues , does to an Intelligent and 


religious Perufer,,appear repleni(he. 


Such a double advantage , Lindamor, 


4} among others, the Admiffion into Hea- 
i! ven brings thofe, to whom that bleffing 
| isvouchfaf'd: for, befides that Set of 
“| Obje&ts, (if I may fo fpeak) fo New 


and fo Peculiar to Heaven , that their 
‘IJdea’s could never enter into mens 


-: thoughts before their Admiffion there 5. 


| - Befides this, I fay , ourthen enlarg’d 


Capacities will enable us ev’n in-Ob- 
je&tsy which were not altogether Un- 


|. known tousbefore, to difcern things 


formerly Undifcern'd , and derive - 
_ 4 Ke gogle thence - 
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thence both new and greater Satisfaat- 
ens and Delights. Wonder not, Line 
damor , that in mentioning the foyes of 
Heaven , whe the Exprefsions 1 find 


leaftDetraGory froma Theme:es much . 


above our Praifes, as che Heaven they 
are injoy’d in, isabove our Heads. -For, 
though {uch Exprefsions may feem 
{omewhat tumid and afpirings end fit- 
rer much for one, that Celebrates, then 
for one, thatbuc Afferts: yet cannot] 
{cruple, to ufe Seeming Hyperboles in 
the mention of Felicities, which make 
the highcft Hyperboles but Seeming 
ones ; For thefe joyes, Lendarmor,are like 
the Stars of Heaven, which by reafon 
of our Remoteneffe from them appear 
extreamly Little, though really in 


‘themfelves they are fo Vaft, thaca — 


Jeffe than the largeft, is by Odds 
Greater then the biggeft Obje& upon 


_ Earth , nay chen the whole Eareh ic 


felfe. And therefore , as if I were to 
take you with me to contemplate the 
Planets, I would fhow you them 
‘through fucha Telefcope, ‘as by grear- 
ming thofe bright Objects in compari- 
fon of whaicrothe unasfifted Eye they 


appear, -doth fomewhat leflen che Dif- 


advantage of Remotenefle, and fhows 
a3 01 | them 


VE EPINCR AMOUR. 
them with leffe, Detratjon from their 
rue Magnitude,; So mentioning fo you 
the-Felicities of Heaven, 1 think ic nog 
Unlawfull, oc Improper, toendeavour 
by reprefentations, rran{cending ywhar 
they Appear, to give you Notions leffe 
inferiour.to whatthey Are... 7; 


Ja Heaven, thev,we (hall ta 


« 


 Happi- 


35 °° 


neffeenough, to enable usco rectifie -.: - 


the Definition of it : We may there be 
| anftrudted , how ito-Name and Rate all 
| Goods by thofle shat.will Coucenter in- 


to the - Felicity; we. thall poffeffe ; | 


wiaich fhail be there made up of the 
Confluence, Perfection,and Perpetuity 
of all true Joyes3.for > Heaven will 
make.us happy, .not ( as Philofophy 
pretends to do ) by. the Confinement, 
but, by the Fruition of. our Defires: 


which (hall neither -Fail in the Choice - 


of rheir Objects, nor Miffe of the En- 
joyment of them-; but be, -both,uner- 
singly —— atallibly Accomplifh’t: 
Inthe former ef which properties, (as 
cour chen ReAity’d reafon wil confider 
things) we fhall think our felves.hap- 


pier (yet) than inthe latter, WVe fhall - 


there Refemble the Saints we here Ad- 


_-mire,and fhall not onely fee and be like — 


thofe pious Worthies, whofe vertues 


K 4 Eclipie 


| 
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Eclipfe theirs, which among thé Hea- 


then Deity'd Icfle deferving Heroes 


thofe excellene Perfons that did as well 
Ennobles as Inftru& Mankind, giving us 


-caufe to Glory,and toBluth that wé are 


Heb, 32. 


Men, and whofe Stories have the un- 
parallel’d Honour of being recorded by 
Infpired Pens ; Thole Spinits, lfay , of 
jujt men made perfe&% , as the’ Scripture . 
terms them , fhall be our Conftanr and © 
familiar Company, inte whofe bleffed 
Society we fhal not onely be Welcome, 


-but Encreafe it, In Heaven, we thall 


have a bleft and familiar Converfati- 
on with thofe fame glorious Spirits, 
whofe Nature doth inveft them with 
fucha Luftre, that all the Difadvan- 
tage of their Difguizes, when they Ap- 
peartous, doth fcarce fuffice to con- 
fine our Rapturesto Refpeéts below 


Idolatry, and darken them into Ob- 


je&ts for our Wonder, not Adoration. 
There we hall fee (a fight worth dy- 


ing for ) chat Bleffed Saviour,of whom 


the Scripture does fo Much and fo Ex- 
cellently entertain us, and who having 


done and fuffer'd fo much forus, does 


fo highly deferve of us both upon the 
fcore of hisInfinite Perfe€tions, and 


upon the account of his Ineftimable 


Benefits. 
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Benefits. Yes, there fhall we fee that 

Holy and Divine Perfon,whowhenhe  —_s—. 
vouchfat’d (as his Favorire-Difciple 'E**2- 
| {peaks) tote pitch bis Tent:amang usand ii,” 
4 dwell with menon Earth, to fit them Joh. 1.145 
‘|; by his Merits and Example todwell = 

| withhim ia Heaven, didfoadmirably ... - 
mixe an awefull Majefty with an hum- . 3 

+ ble Meekneffe, and the affum’d Infir- 
4. mittes of his humane Nature with the 

‘| feafonable Corufcations of his Divine; 

-| expreffing in his whole life, fo Perfe& 
.|. and Exemplary a Vertue, and yet fo: - 
|. much Sweetneffe.and Gentleneffe, to- . 

wards thofe Afpirers to it, that were 
the moftShort of it,that thé Jews them- 
—felves could fay ofhim , Thac be bad 
done ail things well 3 and his very 
»; Enemies, that were imploy’d to ap- 
¢ prehend him-as a Malefaftour, con- 
; fefd to thofe, that fene chem, That: 
y, | aever man Shake like him, And his Apo- 
itles, who had moft Opportunity to 
j Pry narrowly into bis A@ions, and 


- 


Joh.7.46. 


were of 2 Condition and. Breeding — 

| very unlike to infufe into them Hero- 

¢’. Ick Refolutions ,did, in Spight of the 

frequent Reproofs their failings extor- 

| ted from him, and of the Hardthips - 

: thar attended his Service, think evn 
a een ~ Death - 


| verapouck Lowe, 
Death it felfe in his Company, more 
legible; then Life led out oft; Let os 


Jobat 86 ally go that we may dye with bim, ( {ayes 


. e oe 
= . 


Phil. Ze 7: 


ew’n.the diftsuffull Thomas, to his fel< 


lew-Difciples.) But, Lindamor, we {hak 


there fee the Son of .God, not in thar 
Form of 2 .Servant., which he put.on 
thac he might Suffer for us, and.exer>’ 
cife his Priefily and Prophetick Fun- 
Gionshere below; bur in that Regal 
State and Condition, which belongsto 
him by vertue of:his Kingly office, on 


Rey, rp. Whole {core he: is ftyl’d injthe Scrip~ 


16. 


t8. 


Mar.x, x 


Luk.t. 


ture, King of Kings, .and Lord of Lords, . 
Mach.28 All power or authority’being ( ashim- ° 


felf {peaks }) given Him both in‘Heaven 
andin Earth. And how Nobly atten- 
ded may we. fuppofe this Divine Mo- 


narch to be:in his Exalted Conditicn » 
in Heaven, when. in his ftate of Humi- — 
3Jiation om-Earth, whilfthe was inthe © 
_, _VVildernefle. among the. wild: Beafts, - 

‘the Angells are tecorded to have 


miniftred unto him, and, whilft he lay 
{wath’d ina Khomely manger, the mul- 
titude of the Cceleftial hoftwere heard 
to folemnize his miraculous Birth 
accerding so that paflage of the wrie 


-terco the Hebrews, When :be. bringeth tz 


Heb, 1.6.ithefrst.begotien sata the. World ( be fazth ) 
se 3005 _ And 


> 
—_—_— 


te 


=as- melt Ss een = Se — ee ee 
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And let all the Angells of God worfbsp 
\ him! And -yer fuch confiderable and 
Noble Creatures, thole Immateriall 
Intelligences call’d Angells, are,thac | 
One of them in One night was able-to 750% 
tleftroy abpye.a hundnedand fuurfcore manta 
thoufand..men, in the blafphemons | 
Sewacheril’s impious Camp. And fo — 
much: Majefiy, and Superiority, does 
their Nature give them, in reference 
vev'n to the eminenteft of Mortalls, — 
‘That, when the undaunted Jefaah had 
' boldly ‘challeng’d one of them, that 
‘appear’d to -him -in-the likenefle ofa 
_ :-MMan,and demanded, VVhom he was’ - | 
_. for? when beknew hinttobean Angel | - 
-( unleffe he fuppof’d him to be that 
-promif’d Meffiah, who is elfewhere 
call’d the eAngell of the Covenant, as:itMal. 3.1. 
is in the Originall,and.in the fame = 
Text, the Lord)he alters his. Addrefle 
unto him into this Submuflive ones 1544] > 
What faith. my.Lord santo bes Servantys 13, 14. 
| (and evn wife asd oly Daatel him- 
{elf, who was the Second perfon of the — 
World for Power, and phe Fir for 
much nobler Atcributes, Wifdomand — 
Underftanding, who faw fo many — 
_ Governours: of vaft Provinces, and... 
Profeffours of admired Magick, infe- 


Tour 


i Tee ones 
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riour to himfelf, yet confeffes to the - 
Angell, thatappear’d tohim, Fhathe ~ 


was confounded and difanimated at 
his prefence, and addes, How can the 
Dan. te. Servant of this my Lord, talk weth this my 
Lord, We may fafely therefore expec 
thar we (hall then behold our Saviour 

not in thofeDifguifes, which disfigur’d 


him in their Eyes, that only confider'd 


his Sufferings; bucin that triumpbane 
Condition, wherewith they are now 


Rewarded. The Thorns of his (now | 
no moreGalling butAdorning)Crown 


will appear upon that radiant Head 


of His, moreglorious, than thofe of — 


athe flaming Bufh, wherein God a 
_— * pear'd to Foes And we fhall ion 
{ee,chat defpicable forme, which made 
the Prophet fay ( perfonating the 
Generality of the Jewifh Nation con- 

_ temporary with the Meffias ) — 
if. $3.2. He bath no Form, nor Comelineffe, and 
| sehen we [ball fee him, there ts no Beauty, 
that we {boulddefirebim, But we fhall 
fee him Encompaff'd with fo much 


Majefty, and Shining with fo much of | 


. his genuine Splendour and Beauty, 
that we (hall defervedly eftéem him 


Ih, 9.6: IV phle, the admirable, And our ravifht | 


Souls {hall by che more atrentive Con- 
- templation 


Seraphick Love. . w4k 

templation of him,but find more caufe , 
. to imitate the Spaufe in Solomoxs my- 
ft ick Epsthalamium 3 who having dwele 
upon the Beauty of the feverall parts, 
that concurr’d to the accomplifhing 
the divine Bridegroom, exclaims in an, 
Epiphonema, very contrary to the Ex- 
preffion lately mention’d in the Pro- _ 
pher, Hess altogether Defires, or, by an Cant. s. 
Hebraifm , Moft defirable , which our *** 
Englith renders, He is altogether lpue- 
ly, His eyes will there appear, as St. 
Jobn reprefents them, of aétive Fire, 
and will into the willing Breafts of the 
Ravifhe beholdersfhootFlames asPure, 
as Holy, and as Deathleffe,as thofe Fa- . 
thers of the Church, who believ’d not 
the Angels altogether Incorporeall, 
may be-fuppos'd to have conceived’ 
the Seraphims to confift of. Certainly, 
fince ( as the Scripture informs us )/¢ 
never entred into the Heart of Man, 
what God’ bas referu'd in Heaven for — 
thofe that love bem; That Glorycan © 
be but Imperfe&ly exprefl’d by the 
bare Epithet of Inconceivable, with 
which’ God rewards the meritorious - 
_ Sufferings and Obedience of that Only 
' begotten Son ofhislove ; For’ whofe 
fake, heis pleas’d toconferonfoma- > 

| _ , ny > 


Rev. 1.14. 


142. - | Senapprck Love, 


ny Fhoufands of men, unimaginable 
Glories. He that vouchfafes ewn to | 

many of his Servants @ brightneffe 4 

Dan,t2.3 hike chat of the Seares, will {ure com- 7: 
municate a more radiant Luftre tothe ; 

‘Mal. 4.2. Sun of ‘Righteoufnefé , that Only Son of 
His, whom ( toborrow infpie'd Expref- 

fions )he bath appoynted Heer of all things 


Heb. 1. 2, by xboms alfo be made the worlds: Who.bee 

Pe the brightnelfe of bs Glory, and the exprefe 
Image of his perfon, and upboladng all 
things by the word of bes power, when be 


had by bimfelf pure’ dour Sinns, fate down . ' 


onthe reght band of the Majesty on begh, 
Eph.t.2t farre above all Principality, and Power, 
and Might, and Dominton, and every 
Name, that is named net only tn this World, 
but in that whech ts ta come, Thereby ex- 
alcing him noronely above all Kerthly 
Princes and Poteéntates, but ev’n above 
the Higheft Orders of the Spirits.of the 
Coeleftial Hierarchie. | 
But apprehend not, Lemdamer, that 
this f{ublime Exaltation of Chrift will 
_ makehim Defpife the meaneft of his 
Saints; or difdain communion with 
- him ; For, St. Paul affures us, That he 
‘was in .the form of God , when he 
vouchfaf'd to take upon him the form 


22. 


ofa Servant,tomake-us Free; and,fure, 


he 
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he that condefcended fo far,and fioop'd =~ 
fo low, to Invite and Bring us to Hea- 
ven, will not refufeusa gracious Re- 
ception there. In the dayes-of his fleth , 
he was pleas’d' to own Lazarus, ev'n « 
in the Difhonougs of the Grave, and 
vouchfat’d him in that defpicable - 
Condition the Glorious Title of his — 
‘Friend. And when he defcended the 
| Mount of Olives, all the loud Accla- 
| mations of the glad Multitude, «that 
| fang Hofsnna'sto him, and firow’d his 
way wich their Palmas, their Veftments Luk; 19. 
aud their Praifes, could not divert him 37238-# 
from Deploring, ev’n with Teares, Jee 
yufalem’s approaching Fare $ and .ex- 
prefling in the midft of his Trtumphs 
| a Concern , for the very worft and 
|. ftubborneft ofhis Enemies, And, left 

it (hould be thought, that he was thus 
concern’d for worthleffe Mortalls, on- | 
Jy whilft he fhar’d and felethemife- 
ries of their Condition; Give me leave 
to obferve to you, Ltndamor, that - 
immediately after his Refurrectigt 
wihilft the Senfe of the fudden and un- 
exanipl’d Change of hisC ondition was 
| Fret apon. him,and theRemembrance 
| of the Apofiles Ingratitudeindeferr- 
| ing him, alatoft as Recerig; he flicks not 


to 
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-.*  togive thofe very Dilciples thac for- - 


fo.k him,the glorious Title, and that a 
more familiar one then we find him 


to have allow’d them on Earth, Of . 


Mat. 28. bis Brethren 5 and particularly fhows ; 
es himfelf Sollicicous tor that Peter, who, -; 


Po, —~ sao 


Mar.16.7 in {pight of all thofe empty Boafts, : 
| wherewish he not only feem’dtode- : 


fie Death, bur Chrifts Predi&tion too, - 
did not onely Forfake his Mafter , but : 


' Deni’dhim. Hecan in Heavenbefo : 
concern’d for his diftreff'd members ; 


here on earth, chat not onely he can 
A&z, ‘sake Notice of expiring Stepben, tho- 


row that cloud of fatall Stones, thar. 
-barcerd down his Prifon; and can, . 
when Saul was perfecuting the vulgar 
Chriftians, cry our unto him, Sas, | 


AS.9. 4. Saul, why perfecuteft thou Me > asif He, . 


‘ and thofe,thatLove him,were burOne: | 


In the a But in che meffages, he fends to the | 


and 3 


chapters Angels or Governours of the feven — 


of the 4-Churches,” he fufficiently manifefts, 


Pocelyps. Thar fingle Chriftians may be as par- — 


ticplarly in his thoughts , as if they 
had no other Obje&: His Greatneffe 
- will not make hisKindneffe leffe Fami- 
_ liar, but only more Obligeing 5 He dif- 


dains not ev’n after his Afcenfion to 


fay 5 Bebold, 1ftand at the door and knocks 


if 
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‘af any man bear my voyce, and open the Rev.z. 26 
door, I will come in to bim,andwill fap — 
with bims and he withme. That King, 
in the Parable, by whom Himfelfe is 
| reprefented, is pleas’dhimfelf towel-. 
| come each Individual crafty Servant mahi: 
with apeculiar, Ege bone Sérves And 
in arfother Parable he fcruples not, to - 
| feprefent the great Condefcenfions 
| and Familiarity, wherewith the Lord 
| {hall remunerate the faithftill and 
| ‘warchfull Servants, by telling his Dif- 
| ciples, Bldfed arethofe Servants, whom 
the Lord; when he tommeth + fbail pad fo e"* 
| watching Verily,¥ fay ursto yousthat be {ball 

gird bimfelf,and wsll make them to fit down 
to meat, and will come forth to [ervé them, 
|’ At which Expreflion, you will che leffe 
| Admire, if you Gonfider, that befides — 
| thae icis Parabolicall, and probably 
| Hyperbolicall, and therefore not tobe . - 
| taken (as the French {peak, au pteddels 
| lettre) ina ftri& {enfe 3 We findin the ~ 
| Evangelicall Story that our Saviour 
| difdain’d not to converfe familiarly 
| with Publicans and Sinners, nor ev’n 
1 to Wath the Feet ofhisown Difciples; 
. And fince he condefcended to fuch 
tar OE familiaé | 


d 
toN, 
{ 
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familiarity to thote frail Morrtalls, fo 
many of whom were apt to turne the 
Favours of God intoW ant onnefle, we 
may the Ic fle admire his gracious Con- 


de(cenfions to thofe, the Sinleffenefle . 


of whofe Condition will: kecp them 
‘from turning his Vouchfafements into 
any thing, bur Occafions of Joy and 
Gratitude. Marvaile not, Liadsmor, 
asacanTmpertinencie, that I appear 
fo Sollicitous to poficfle you with-nigh 
Apprehenfions of the {uper-cminene 
Dignity. and Felicity of our exalted 
Saviour; And, that inthe Loftieft and 
moft magnificent Expreflions , the 


Scripture affords me, 1 have endea- | 


vourd to make out to you, thatthe 
bright Sun of Righteoulneffe is now 
le agg of fuffering Eclipfes, 
utfhines with unclouded and une- 
quall’d Splendour, and that we fhall 

in Heaven (as the Writer to the He- 

Heb. 2.9. byews {peaks ) fee Jifus who was maae a 
@ little (or for a {hort while , C€%v' 71) 

lower than the Angellss for the fuffering of 

- Death, crown’d with Glory and Honour. 


ES ° ‘ 7 ae - wrt 
\ Foricwill make Heaven more-Hea.- | 


) é } F ‘ . oo oo a - a. . . ° 
' ve : | 3 
—{ Ven'co us, to find Him rajgning there, 


a 7 whe - 


j 


; 2 AT - 
who hath Suffer’dfomuchfor us; and , 


dor whom, if we e’re come thither, we | 


#hall have fo much Suffer’d, Lor, fince 


cur Love will, as the reft-of our furvi- 


wing Graces, be perfeéted:, and. grow 
| %Compleat in‘Heaven; The inettable 
| Happineffle of our Dear i‘Redcemer , 
‘| amuft needs bring.an Encreafe to ours, 
| sommenfurate to the Asdcnoy of our 
Love for him , and we shall relifh no 
Happinefle more shan That 5 which is 
therefore Ours, becaufe ‘He .is happy , 
aad Suppofes in Him, what it Conferrs 
ons. . Befides that, fincethe Regall 
Dignity, wherein (as Mediator) he is 
Anftated 


l 


» may make usoweour Salva- 


tion to his Sentence, as iwellasto his 


‘Mferits3 Heaven it felf will beineftimas - 


| bly-endear’d tous, by.our Injoying # 
: upon his Account. I need not cell you 9 
avhat a value Lovers are wont to fet 


npon the leaft Favours, that-can be be- 


towed on them by their Miftreffes , 
and :that.oftentimes aworthlefle Rib- 


band, a Bracelet of Hair, ot fomeduch if 


| Meifle that nothing can make precious 


but Hirprefonting ic, is highlyer.va-  - 


+ ued bythe trent pocred Lover , than 
a a ~ | 3 


~ 4 


~ 5: . 
whtugeae o 9 : 
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the richeft ‘Prefents.ot Nature , ot of | 
Fortune. How great a Bleffing muft ie | 

then be, Lindamors to owe Joyes, that; 

need no endearing Circumftances to_, 

merit the.riame of Happinefle, to a , 
Perfon fo belov’d, that even Heaven it ; 

felf will bring more Felicity to the 
amorous Soul, as it is 2 Proof of his; 

Love, than as itis a Donative of his |, 
Bounty; ‘As paffionate Brides do in- 
compa: ably more value the Wedding- | 

Rings, which theirglad Lovers give , 

them, as Pledges, thanas Gold. ’Tis 

faid of the perfecuted and difgrac’d. . 
Apoftles, that they rejoyced io bave been 

| sounted worthy ta fuffer fbame for bis 
A&. $4 name, But if they.delervedly Rejoyced, 
to be allow’d to Suffer for him; of how 

much foy thall they-have juft caufe, 

_ that are admitted to Reign with him. 

His having fupported the Hardfhips 

| .and the Toyles (fer 1 muft not now call 
them Evills) to which our affliéted | 
Condition ef Mortality is Expos’d , 

does fo much alleviate them, and re- 

frefth us under them, that in this fenfe 

Ifa s3.g. alfo ic may be truly faid, That the 
chafit{ement of our peace was upon bim, and 


1 


Ss (S_2re 


a seen 


; 10Ye 
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by his burts we arehealed. . Buthe that . 
Reliév’d us even by his Croffe 5 will ° 


{ure do more for us by his Crown; 


andl 


when he thal Admit, and even:Tavite, - 
each faithfull Servant-co no. Icfle a 


Blefling 5 than 9, to enter sto. his CALiflers Mate, ag; 
o. rich a Source. of Happineffe 2" 


did Chrift defigne, tomake himfelf - 
to usin all bis Capacitics and:Condi- 


tions, that in Heaven andi Earth, ie 


either Leffen our-Mifcries by: his Suf- 
ferings , or Encreafe our Happineffe by 


his Felicity. - 


_ “Exped nor, Lindimor ) thar Ifhould 
Solemhly beg your Pardon , for this 


~ Was, and Will be , his gracious and - 
_conftant Imployment , co Share our 
;Griefs, or Impart to us his-Joyes; and 


§ 23e. 


feeming Excurfion, till I come to think . 
ita Digreffion, to infift on: the Blef- 


fedneffe of Chrift in Heaven ,. treating 


of the Happineff , which thofe thar 
— Love him will enjoy there. Where- 


needleffe Forgivencff-,¥fhall proceed 
totell you, Lindamor , that in Heaven; 
we'fhallnot onely fee our Elder Bro- 
ther Chrift, but. probably alfo all our 


fore , notto fpend time in imploring a 


L 3 kin-.- 


Seraphick, Lows. 
Kindred; Rriends, and Relations ,. that 


Living here in his Fear, Died: imhis 


Favour. For,, fince onr Saviour tells 


us 3 thiac the childrens of the Refarsettion 


[balk be walyyeror, equal! tos or hike, the 


Angels; who yet inthe Vifions of Da- | 


 nieland St. Joba, appear to be acquain- 


| Luk 36. 


ted with each other; Sincein thé Pa- 3 
rable of the miferable Epicure, and : 
the happy Beggar, the Father of the | 
Faithfull ts reprefented , as knowing, — 


not onely the Perfon, and prefenr 


Condition , but the paft Story of La- | 
ztrus, Since the Inftrudtor of the Gen- : 
tiles, confidently expects his:Conver- 


ted and Pious Theffalontans , to be his 


x Thefl.2.Cyown at that Great Days When the ba- 


¥p,20, 


ving tuaned many to Reghteou{nefs, thal, 


Dan.123.as che Scripture foretells, confer a 


~ Since ( which is chiefly confi 


Star-like and: Immortall Brightneffe. 
Ferable) 
the Knowledge of particular A@ions , 


and, confequently, Perfons, feems re- 


3 ar co the actainment of chat Great 


End of God, in the Day of Judgment 3 


the Manifeftation of his Punitive and | 


Remunerative Joftice: Since, [fay, 
‘thefe Arguments, befides divers o- 


 chers,— 


Serepbiok Lowe. ne \ sa 

thers, are afforded usby the Scrip- 
|) eure; we may fafcly conclude tt Pro- 

| bable, that wefhall Know cach other 
\| ina Place , where, fince nothing re- 
"| quifire to Happincfle can. be wanting , 
we may well fuppoe, (at leaft, if we 
|| cam Imagine Here, what we fhall — 
think There)thae we thal] not want fo 
‘| great aSatisfadtion, as that cf being 
nowingly Happy» 18 our Orher-. 
| felves, our-Fricnds. Nor is this onely 

| Probable, Lrzdamor, but’cisnot km- 
sobable,thae thofe friends that Know 
‘| vs ia Heaven, fhall Welcome us thi- ~ 
| ther, Bor, fince Chrift affures us, thae 
| che very Angels (though they be fo 
| far from being Related to our Perfons, 
| ghae they are-Forrarners to our very. 
Wacure ) receive acceffion of Joy for 2 Luk ys:7, 
relenting Sinner, that by Repentance 
Besins to eurn-towards God ; You wil} 

noe think it Ablurd; thacin a Place, 
where Charity: fhalk not oncly conti- 
{ mares Cas So. Paul {peaks). but grow per-! Cor.13, 
fea: Our dear Friends fhould rejoyce a 

vo fee us , Hot oncly Begin to Turn to- 
wards God, but Come hometo him. 
‘Nor isitunlikely, thacour tran{por- 
ee a La. te 


ee Sern 
pie Fw 
array Pee, 
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ted Souls fhall mutually Congratulate 
each other, their having now fully 
e{caped the numerous Rocks, and 
Shelves, and Quickfands, and threat- 
ning Storms, and no Icfle dangerous 
Calms, through which they are at 
length arrived at that Peacctull Ha- 
ven, where Innocence and’ Delight 
(which are here {o feldom Matcht ) 


_ arcinfeparable Companions, both of 


each other, and each bleffed Refident. 
With thofe friends we here Lamen- 
ted, we fhall there Rejoyce. And *rwill 
be butneed, that the Difcovery of 
each other’s Vertues , fhould bring us 
toa: mutuall Knowledge of our Per- 
fons; for otherwife, we thall be fo 
Chang’d, that we fhould never know 


_our Friends ( and fhould {carce know 
our Selves, were not an eminent En- 


- Horrours of Death, we fhall thenfee © 
affifting about the Majeftick Throne 


Phil 341 


io of Knowledge a part of that 


appy Change ) For thofe departed-_ 
Friends, whom, at our laft Separation, 


we {aw disfigured by all the ghaftly 


of Chrift, with their once vile bodies 
transfigured into the likeneffe of his 
i - : glo- 


i 
re. 4 NYY a=! Cc, lhlUcrh™:lCOO|TDDT OPC -—ll—CO™COWD iii o—eeeeeell tee Dt ellie —i—ee ee lia eeltiniweeese—i al 


je eas ek oe 


SerapbickLove, 
oan body , mingling their glad 

cclamations with the Hallelujah’s 
of Thrones , Principalities , and 
Powers , and the moft dignifi’d Favous. 
rites of the Copleftiall Court, -I need 
not tell you , Lindamor , that we fhall 
be more juftly Tranfported at this Mee- 
ting , than was good old Jacob at that 
of his. fon Jofepb , whom having long 


53 


mourn’d for dead and loft, he found | 


not onely alive, but a great Favourite 5. 


ready to welcome him to an unknown 
Court: For, whereas che Patriarch 
{aid to his fon, Now let me dye, fince I 


we fhall for ever Live with them 
there, The Re-union of Friends being 
there as priviledg’d from Divorce , ds 


yey fonce f een ag. 
bave feen thy face, The feeing of our 30. 
Friends in Heaven wall affure us, that 


that of Soul and Body, (whichfcarce 


will be more Stri@ and Satisfa&tory ) 
For, here indeed, if our Friends do not 


_ allay our Love or Affe@tion by unwel- 


come Adtions , or their contagious 
Sufferings , we: commonly dote on 


_ them to a. Degree, thar, as ic were, Re- 


duces God to deprive us early of them, 


from 


_ and Snatch our Idols, and his Rivalls, — 
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frem us. Bus there, our,on both fides, 
compleated-Graces., will not onely 


Deferve, but AHow a higher Strain of 


Briendthip, The near Contemplation 
and Fruitio of the infinitely tran- 


Acendene Perfe@ttons of the Creator , 


keeping all our Kindneffe to the Crea- 
tures, not onely Subordinate To the 
Love we owe to God, but Grounded 


. Onits as Excited Needles, when they 


ftick fate toceach orher , owe their 
Union to cheir having: both been coy- 
ched by the Lind toes ro which 


they have therefore both of chem in- | 


=> ee ee ee, ee a 


comparably ftronger Enclinations,than 
_ either to the other, | 


There,probably, we hall fatisfacto- 
rily underftand thofe Deep 8 Obfcurc 
Myfteries of Religion, whictr the pro- 
foundeftClarks that love not toFlatrer 
themfelves, acknowledge, they ‘are 
unable fully to Comprehend; being, 
after all rhe Toyle and Induftry of their 
anxious Enquiries, reduc’d co ftt down 
with the Apoftle’s o” Béos,an Admira- 


tion of that depths whofe Botrom they 
cannot Fathom: there we fhal Under- 


ftand 


flamd: thofe éb{cure|paffages of (That | 


‘Divine book uncapable of flattery:) 


$5 


The Scripture, which,for all that Bold 
Criticks: andi Learn’d Expolitors have — 
Artempred to Elluftrate iv, docs. fill — 


continue obfcure. There, dilcerning 
hew' exquificly the feverall Parts of 
Scriprure are fired to the feverall 
¥imes, Perfons, and Occurrences, 
wherei them all-forefeeing Author 


| intended moft to ufe them , we thali 
| difcera not onely a Reconcileableneffe, 


buta Friendfhip , and perfe& Harmo- 
ny berwixe thofe Texts, that here feem 
moft at Variance, and {hal difcover not 
_onely the Senfe of the obfcurcr paffa- 
ges, but che Requifitneffe of their ha- 
ving been written fo obfcurely. That 
firange and peculiar, as well, as other- 
wife Crypticall Methed- and Style of 


— >» which often cofts us fo - 


Suidy to find ir Rattonall, we 
(hall there difcover tobe Admirable, 
and worthy of irs Omnifcient ‘Author. 
There,l hope , wefhal! have clearly 


expounded to us thofe Ridles of Provi- © 


dence , which have, but too often, 
Tempted ev’n good men, to pe 


ods 
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Gods -Condu@ in the Government of - 
the World ; whil’ft the’ Calamiries 
and Perfecutions of Vertue, and Inno- 
cence feem Approv’d by him, who Ac- 
cumulates Profperities on their Cri- 


‘minall Oppofers. There, we fhall be — 


convinc’d, that all chefe Seeming Irre- . 
ularities, which the Heathen thoughe 
tto impute to the giddy Whimfies of 

a Blind femall Deity, are not onely 

Confiftent koma a and Good- 

neffe , but are Productions of it. And. 

though fuch a Beliefe do here to Intel- 
ligent Perfons, feem perhaps a greater 
piece of Self-deniall, then to refraine 

‘from Wine, or Gold, or Miftreffes $ 

yet in Heaven it will appear as Reafo- 

nable, as here we find it Difficult. For, 
as Bildad {peaks in Job, We are but of 
yeflerday, and know nothing , lecaufe our 
dayes upon Earth, are but a Shadow. And 


the Shortneffe of our Tranfitory lives, 


not permitting us. to Continue long 


enough SpeGatours here, tofee above - 


a Scene or two at moft of that great 
Play,a&ed by Mankind upon the stage 


of tue Warld, “tisno wonder, we are 


apt to harbour finifter thoughts of the 
; i * ~ Con- 


ww 
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| Contriver of a Plot, whofe neither Be- 
ginning nor End. we are acquainted 
with : which is no leffe injurious, chan 
t were to Cenfure the lofty Tragedian 


Seneca, or {ome other matchleffe Ar- - 


tift,having perufed but aPiece of fome 


Tragedy, whereof theLatter part never 


‘ 57 


arrived atourview. But, whenonce 


_ Gods whale Plot (if Il may fo {peak ) 


‘and Condu&tin che Adminiftration of - 


the World, fhall come to.be Difclof’ds 
all chofe Revolutions and Occurrences 
of Empires, States, Families and Par- 
ticular Perfons, which men are here fo 
prone co Quarrell wich, will-thete ap- 


pear fo Jutt,fo Requifice, and fo Seafo- — . 


nable, that thofe very things 5 which 


Here tempted. usto Deny God, . fhall 


‘There engage us,to Praife him;and we 
fhall not fo‘properly be Satisfy’d with 
his Providence, as Ravifh’t. But efpe- 
cially, .wefhall be Tranfported with 
Wonder andGraticudeswhen God hal 
vouchfafe to difcover to his particular 
Servants , the Reafons of his Difpenfa- 
tions towardsthem’, and make out to 
them not onely the Neceffity and. Jué 
‘fice’, but ev'a Mereifulnette of thofe 
=. | > very 
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very AffiiGions, chat weremof impu- 

sed to his Severity , (no Stroke from 

Gods Paternall Hand, either lighting 
Sooner or falling Heavier, or fraying 
Longer, than che occafion,that Extorved 

_ it, ewadted ) and.convince.them ,. chat 
“their Hopes were never :Difappoinsed, 

but to Secure their Title ro Bereer 

_ things, chan zhofe they hoped for; nor 

~ their Inferiour Incerefts prejudic’d,but 

for the advantage of their Supream | 

ones, Yes, all chat unwelcome Dark- | 

neffe , that here ‘{urrounded.our pur- 

blind Underftandings, will vanifhat - 

the dawning of that bright, and (as | 

> Per,3, Ste “Peters expreffion may be interpet- 
1%. ocd )eternall day., wherein zhe Refo- 
ives a- lution.of all thofe Difficulties, which 
sive here Exerei(’d'(andperhaps Diftrefi'd) 
our Faith , ‘fhail be granted us:to Re- 
wardic. And I muft profcfle to you, 
Lindamor , (as Unfathionable as. fuch a 
Profeffion may feem in a ‘Gentleman 

not vet twoand ‘Twenty) that I fad 

the ftudy of thofe pots) Ea Themes, 

Gods Word, and:his Providence , fo. _ 
Difficult, and yer-fo Pleafing anddavi+ — 

ting, that could Heaven afford me 


no — 


nogteater Blefling than aclear Ac- 
compt of the-abftrufe Mifkeryes of Di- 

uinity and Providence, Ifhould value’ 

the having my UnderftaadingGratifi'd 

and Enrich’d with Truths of fo Noble _ 

and precious 2 Nature, enough to 

| ‘Court-Heaven at the rate of renounce- 
‘ing for it all thofe unmenly Senfuali- 

ties and trifling Vanisies, for which in- 
confiderate Mortalls are wont to for- 

feite che Interelt,their Saviour fo.dear- 

ly boughe th em ‘in it, ‘ Ae | } 

~ Nor sfhall we onely -converfe with - $ 25. 
Saintsand Angells, but with tha: infi- | 
nicely moreglorious.Deity, tharmade | 
them, what they-are, wathour at ald 
Impoverithin Hinnfetfe, _In-Heaven, 

we fhall enjoytits Maker) God, and fee : 
Himas be ss, who as the Scripture tel-' Joh 3.2. ; 


) Iethus)) hall then:beallis all :.Gom- a3” 
pring AL Se gocet. we value in the | | 

Creatures, as‘eminently and fully, as 

the Sun doth the Lighs,thac.Twinkleth 

inthe Starrs... . oe 2 

_ If dhe, that was-none of the leaft of Anaxego- 

the Philafophers s:fcrypl’d notso sell 

theman tharaskid.bim, What he was 

bonne for, thats Ie wasco,consempplare 

i. | aa a 


\. 
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the Sun; If our beft Naturalifts them- 
felves, though che darkneffe that is 
here caft upon things, and the dimneffe 
of our Intelleétual xyes (which re- 
member Ari ftotle fitly compares to 
thofe of an Gwle) permit us to dif. 
cern but very little of that Wifdom , 
Power, and Goodneffe , which he has 
expreffed in the Creation, ate yet of- 
ten tranfporeed and ravifh’d with 4 
juft Admiration of the Perfe@ions, He _ 
has difplayed in his Workman-fhip, 
If the wife Queen that camiefo far to 
vifit Solomon, was put almoit into an 
Extafie; by che ‘fighe of his; though 
Wife, yet Human, Ordering of things; 
And. if the Angels themfelves ( as St. Pe- 
_. ter informs us ) deftre to look txto the 
_myftertous contrivances of God, in otdet 
to Man’s Redemption: How gfeat 4 
SatisfaQion, Lendamor , may we juftly ’ 
cancéive it muft needsbe, to be ad- 
_ tmicred toSee fo much ofGod,asHeaven ° 


will Difcover to us> Efpecially, fince | 


fo much of our future Happineffle will 
confift in chat Beatifick Vifion, (as thé 
School-men juftly call ie.) that St. Joba 
concluded, that we fball te like —— 
 €aufe — 
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caufe we {bal fee Him as Hets. And out 


- Saviour himftelf parapnrafes ourCcele-. 


ftiall felicicy “ this blefled -Vifion , 
Ble 


wherehe fays,Blefed are the pure in heart, “*" * 


for they {ball fee God: As on the other fide 

~ the Writer to the Hebrews imployes the 
being deny’d the fight of that Divine 

— Obje&, asa Defcription of excremie 
-wretchedneffe,in that Text, where ha- | 
-ying.exhorted thofe to whom he writes . 

£0. follow peace. and bolineffe 3 he adds, Heb. 13. 


asthe formidableft Menace which he '* 
could make ufeof to. Dcterr them from 
fleighting hisExhortation,wé:bout which 
wo man {hall feethe Lord. And by this - 
‘Vifion. our Saviour feems to defcribe 
the happineffe even of Angels 5 where, 


forbidding the Scandalizing of any of 


thofe little ones that beleeve in him, he 
adds,to enforce-what he had faid, thac 7 
their Angells- do alwates fee the face mae, 18, 

of bis Father in Heaven. We, thalire. ; 


‘be fo taken up with the Conrem- 
plation and Fruition of that Glorious — . 


Obje& (in whole fafinity all goods are’ 
Included and Dilated)chat Ages num- 

‘berleffe.as the Joyes That beatifi.k | 
Yifion abounds with, will fcarce af- 


ford 
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ford us Jeafure for a Diverfion to any 
other Pleafures , than thofe it felf cre- 
ates; which are fo Numerous , and fo 
Entire,that we fhall there Defire no- 
thing, that we Have not, éxcept more 
Tongues to fing more Praifes to him, 
or at leafta Capacity to pay him grea- 
ter Thankss, for what we Have; A 
even thofe Defires , Gods gracious Ac- 
ceptation wil make,mn beingConceiv’d, 
Accomplithed : for,otherwife Heaven’s 
Refidents fcarce know any other 
Want, then chat of Need to With 3 


' The Compleat Bleffedneffe of their 


Condition, reducing them to a happy 
Ufelefnefle of Withes, by afforc ing 


. them a full Pre-poffeffion of all the 


Obje&s of Defire. There Time, like 
Fire, having deflroy’d What ever 
it could prey on, fhall at laft Dye ie 
felf,and fhall' Goe Out into Eternity. 


Whofe Natute is fuch, that though | 


our Joyes, after fome Centuryes of 
Years , may feem to have been grown 
Elder , by having been enjoyed fo ma- 
ny Ages, yet will they really ftill con- 


tinue New , not onely upon the fcores 


of their Welcomenefleand ioaaaer 
| ° ee ut 
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bat by their perpetually Equall ( be. . 
caufe Infinite) Diftance froma Period, _- 
There,our felicity fhall alwajes be the — 
Same, yet ever New. Wearineffe ar- 
} guing ImperfeGion ,. either in the Ob- 
| jeG,or the Appetite; the Former of . 
| whichis Impoffible in God, and the, 
{/ Later fhall Ceafe in Heayens Where 
‘| our Felicity (hall be fo Great,that Va- 
i| riety (it {elf fhall not be needed asa | 
i] pare of it. And if Heaven doadmic . 
t] Variety, i¢ may be {uppofed. fuch 4 
ene,as {hall confiftin a Furcher Know- | 
1] Ledge of the Firft Obje@& (God ), nota 
y, forfaking of it, and {uch as ariles from 
«| the fixe Beholding of she changing- 
t| secksof Doves, ex {uch as we may {ec 
(| an the diverfif'd Refradions of the | 
(| fame {parkling Diamond. In God, 
1 there isfich a various Identity, chat - 
| the Fruition.of Hios both Satisfies and 
| Creates Defires: though That,without 
| Satiety:s and This, without Ditquice. 
| Other Delights , like the ufuall 
| Cloaths we wear, quickly grow Stale, 
1 and atefoon Worn outwhereas Coes. 
« leftiall, Pleafures participate the Pre- 
} togativecf ithe Jews-Garments in the Pet aos 
| | M2 — Wil- | 
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‘Wilderneffe , of not Impairing by be- nd fo 


ing ufed Long. But as the amorous rll as 


Needle, once joyn’d unto the Loade vem {1 
ftone, would never, uncotmpell’d, for- Burt, 


fake the inchanting Minerall 5 bur, af- "giv 


rcr ages, cling no Jefle clofely to it than fthis! 
at the’ firft moment of theit Union : ‘kw 
So do the Saints in Heaven 5. with the | Lad 


fame undiminifhe Frefhnefle , ever kad t 


poffcffe their Joyes , as if each mo- Nea} 
ment were the Virft chac they: poffeft met 
them in. And if their. Happineffe do rap 
tiot improve by laftinger Enjoyment , Hles, 
tis perhaps but becaufe it was ac firft g.. 
tuncapable of Inctcafe. Or, if our Plea- Fri 
furesdo admit Acceffions they fhall dg it 
receive it from our Affurance, thattvesc 
we fhal] rafte them Ever, and perpe-&ppy 
tually repeat (or rather continue ) theines 


._ fame renewed Fruitions to an Eter-if Pa 
‘nity, endear'd by nothing more , thamQuic 
by the quiet Jeifure ie will afford us ,wue ( 


undiftraGedly to employ ir, -in Cele- ‘sed 
brating of the Author’s Praifes ; and intorin 
a Condition, happier in that by it wegrap 
grow paft Doing, than paft Suffering, of m 
Il, In Heaven, (in a word) our inex- thal] 


— haufted Joyes will be fo numberleffe , our. 


and .. 
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and fo immenfe, thatave fhall need( as 
well ashave) Eternity it felf.to cafte. 
themfully, 

. But, Lindamor,it was not my Defign $ 24: 
to’ give you a particular Topographie 

of this Cceleftiall Cazaaa; but onely.in 
a-few: words to let you fee, that ‘zs, 

s Ldid- flowing with Milk and Hony; 
And®though. I. acknowledge, I have 

ives you ‘But dark .Defcriptions ( ani ’ 
| fometimes, rather Poeticallthan Cho: - 

roraphicall ) of ‘what. the Apoftle « 
| Styles, - the Inheritance of the Satnts sn a 

ight. Yerfince, to whet our Longings 
| for Fruitive (or Experimentall)Know- 
| dedg ic ts referv'd among the Preroga- 
| tives of being in Heaven, to know how 
| happy we. {hall be, when There: And 
| fine what the Scripture hath reveal'd _ 
| of Paradife, -{eemes:meant rather to 
| Quicken:oyr Obedience , then Satisfie 
| our Cuniofity; I may for thofe pur- 
| pofes,: ‘have perhaps. tolerably per- 
| Pordi'd ohac tafke (of Heavenly fopos © 
| graphie) by the. acknowledgments = ne 
| cof my Difability to do ic worthily. I 
| -fhall- now: ohely adde this Property of 
our expected Bliffe, thac the vaftMul- 
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titude of Partners does detraG@ .no- 
thing ‘from each private Share, nog 
does the Pub lickneffe of it leffen Pro- 
priety in wt, This Ocean of Felicity 


being fo Shoarleffe and fo Botromlefs, | 


- that all che Saints and Angels cannoe 


exhauft it, ic being as impoffible for 
any Aggregate of Finites to compre~ 
hend or exhauft ote: Infinite, as ‘tis 
for the greateft number of Mathe- 
matick Roly. ee i He Cone 
ftirute,a Body. r neighbour-regie 
ans fi all enjoy the benefit of igh 
as well as we; yet we enjoy not Lefle, 


' than if they enjoy’d None, - Indeed » 


Coll. 3.4 


there is this difference between the 
Sun of Righteoufmeffe, and that of 
Heaven 3 that, whereas the later by his 
prefence Eclipfes all the Planets (his 
Attendants ); the former , though 
sadiant withamuch mightier Splen» 
dour, will by his Prefence impart it 
‘to his Saints: according tothar of the 
{hall appear, then fbafl we alfe appear witb 
bim ta Glory. : So chat the Ele&, in 
relation to this Sun, fhall net be like 


Apoftle 5 Whew Chrift who 16 aur Lifts 


Starres, which his fhising ebfcures 


aud 


ERROR Ne AE, 


re, fhat environs and ‘illuftraces 
em from their being ¢xpol'd Cun- 
| srefulgent beams. 


and my’ beloved is Cant. € 3, | 
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| entirely, in Relation to that man’s cae 


pacity that the Fruition of whatfo- 


ever refis unenjoy’d of God, is for- 
bidden by the Immenfity of the Ob-- 
 jc&, andriot the Prepoffeffion of his’ 
Rivalls. The Angels, though of a 


Nature Differing from our’s, and 
thereby plac’d above the perfonal 
Experience ‘of our fufferings, and 


infirmities, doe yet fo. fympathize 


with us, that (as our Saviour informs 
us ) they rejoyce at the repentance of 
a finner. | | 


_ And though, the members of the 


Church Militant, and thofe of the 
Triumphant, live as farre afunder , 
as Heaven is from Earth, and are 
not morc JDiitant .as to place, thar 
Differing as to Conditions yet St, 
Paul reckons atl the Saints to be but 


Eph.3.3$+ one Fantly in Heaven and Earth, If 


then the difparicy of Refidences, of 
Qualitics, and of Conditions, cannot 


“Now hinder the, Lovers of God, 


+e 
. a~ 


from being fo concern’d.in one a- 
nother ; how much of endearing Kinde 
ncfle may wé fuppofe, that they will 


E.itcrchange ,’ When both their Love - 


fhall 
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fhall'be perfeGted, -and -all thofe 

other Graces, ‘that are proper — 

co cherifh and éncreafe.iet:: For, 

the fame Apoftle, who, to affift. 

us: ‘to conceive - the. ftriGneffe of. 

the Union - both -betwixe- Chrift . 

and his-Saints,: and the Saints.a-. 

mong' themfelves, tells-us, thae- 

He %- the Head, and they are bie Cor. 13; 

Body, and Members? in particular.5 — 

reaches: us to make. this inference . 

That, (‘to expreffe. his DoGrine 

nm -his own words) Jf ove Adem> 

ber fuffer all the Members : fuffer v.21, 2% 

mith +t 3 andif one Member behone 

our'd , all the Members rejoyce with 

it. “Yes, Lindamor, in that ble — 

Condition ; our wills being pere 

fcétly conform’d unto -our Maker's, - 

no Saint nor Apgél--can enjoy: his 

Love‘ without poffefling -a:propar- 

tidtiate Des mee outs. And <tien, 

fince « perfec. Friendfhip - appro- 

priates to each Friend te ‘Cool. 

{eS and Profpérities of the other 

| Cas good Barzsllas could not be, oy, 
higilier oblig’d. by: Davsd ,. a 39. 


SEMPER 5-060, 


by the Rings kindneffere his Son) 


each feverall Beatitude in Heg- 
ven, thall( in fome fort concern 
the whale Society, and ) be Ours. 
As she Barth receives Addition 


af Light hy the Sun’s Beames. 


beftew'd upen the Starrs 5 
and. from the. Meen  refle- 


Ging v And hecguic - 


qur perfonall Capacities are tog 
ten narrow , to contain all 
- that. Jay, we ate ( by the 


firange . Arithmetick of Friend 


- Shi multiplyed ink as ma- 
ny Fe PPy kilyed ,. as there 
ai Saynus and Angells bleft 
in Heaven, Our perte Uni- 
on te Qur Comman Head , 
ang mutuall Communion wit 
each other » applying aad. bring. 
ae —_— Bias Felicity of 
us This Friendly 
aod recigcocall symp » rea- 
us cach Lee, Sainc’s 
Bk dnefle and Him ours, k- 
Cc 


., &. bleft Circulation, — whi 
_-- makes. ys. aiaks » by our 


refent- 


i 
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refenting them ,  thofe 


we refent. But my Thoughts 
are ingeged in {fo good Com- 


pany, Lindsmor, that they 
| me from confidering 9 ‘how fal 
tbe Hours pafle , and have ale 


moft made me forget ,- that the 


| Time which my Occafions al- 


low me for Scribling to you, 
is fo far {pent , thar not now af 


laf xo. Reprieve’ you from the - 


Perfecutions of my blupt Pen , 
were to be almoft as Injurious 
to my owa Affairs, as to’ your 
Patience. Hereafter yer, 1 may 


‘| pofibly make you fome amends 


for shis , with Riper Difcoure 
{es of the Nature and Duties, 


or { if you will ) the Properties | 


and Returns of this Love, to 


| which I. have. hitherto prefen- 


ted you fome Motiv 
(the laft of ) which, I oy add 


Thar, our Love gq the Creature — 


is an Earneft ’ bur 10 God ® 


( of others ) whofe Bod ne 


errs 


aa 
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® Title; the One makes Us the’. 


-Qbje&’s 5 but the Orher-. makes 


~— ¢he Obje& Ours: That, fince there: 


it in ‘Love fo ‘firong 2 Magick ,° 


&s to Transform the - Lover in- — 


" @n'the Obje& Lov'd; We ought 
‘.. & be extreamly. carefull of. the 


Dedication-of a Paffien, which, . 
as it is plac'd , muft. cicher. . 
Dignifie our Nature , or. De- 
grade it, Aid not to Addreffe © 
co any Lower: (or, which is all 
ene, ‘to any Orher) Obje@&, the 
higheft Intenfiry of a Love, 
which cansot Stoop without 


gut! Degradation. . And. thefe I~ 


might Exfpatiate on » and ‘Re- 


‘éruit’ them’ with many other 


Motivés , additionall to thofe | 


_ already infifted’ on ; but that £ 


may more propetly referve them - 
to i Treatile: ef the: Proper- 
ties of that-Love, whefe Na- | 
gure fo partakes That of its Ob- 
ject, that theré can hardly be 


“produc’d -more: powerfull “Mo-_ 


tives: 
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tives tq it than the Conditions... 
of it,. | Since then( as I frefhily - 
intimated ) I cannot bute feare 
that your tir'd Patience, as well — 
as my urgent Occafions-( though - 
thefe will recall me to morrow 
Morning ta my ~ dwn -VVeft- 
erne Hermitage.) doth ar. pree 
~ fent. fummon me tq leave you # © 
and fince I.cannot.do fo inahap- 
- pier place, than: Heaven, I thall - 
{ufpend.my . Farewells , onely 
to begge you to believe, that fo 
Noble <a Motive of Exalting- 
Friehdfhip, as the-Ambition of = - _ 
rendring mine a fit Return for 
ours 5 hath fo Improv’d’ my — 
Kindneffe that my Affeétion with» — 
out wronging its own Greatnefle, 
~ could not Expreffe it felf by any . 
- Leffe Attempt, then this of gain- 
ing you the Greareft-and the moft 
- Defireable of all Goods, by eleva« 
ting ( that Noble Harbinger of | 
your Soul, ) your Love to Heas 
ven: Whofe Joyes alone ™ ra 
: — Infee 


r 
fy A 
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nferiour to- thofe. which the 

made | wld Pd 
procure them: baa would really 
Createin, 


SIR, - 


Toar moft - .F Feibfall ; 
exoft Affettionate, andl 
mf Humble Servant, 


- Rossar. Boyt. 


— this oe 
of ; Aug, 1648. 
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